






Page 4	 The North Carolina Mason	 July/August  2009	

AMENDMENTS, from page 1

PIG JIG, from page 1

While every Mason in the state is invited, only the master and 
wardens of your lodge, or their official proxies, may vote during 
business sessions. They’ll join the same officers of the other lodges 
around the state. The other voters are committeemen and officers 
of the Grand Lodge and its districts. Workshops and commit-
tee meetings held before the official sessions will be at the Twin 
City Quarter on Thursday, September 24. The Lodge Secretary’s 
Workshop will be held there that Thursday afternoon at 2:00 p.m. 
and will feature a training session on the new lodge software — 
MORI, Masonic Online Registry Interface.

All voting sessions will be held in the Twin City Quarter’s 
Grand Pavilion Friday and Saturday, September 25–26. Lodge 
officers are asked to bring and wear their aprons for all busi-
ness sessions.

Please do not mail your credentials to the Grand Lodge of-
fice. You must present them at the registration desk to receive 
ballots and other essential information. You may register at the 

delegates should vote in the best interests of your lodge and all 
Masonry after hearing all discussion.

The exact wording and changes on the amendments is in the 
hands of your lodge secretary and on the Grand Lodge web site, 
www.grandlodge-nc.org.

Group 1
After discovering that a couple of lodges were allowing can-

didates to deliver less that the full catechism during examination, 
the Board of Custodians is asking us to make the wording in The 
Code more explicit.

Group 2
The Board of Custodians is also asking that The Code be brought 

into more explicit alignment with the general rules of the OSW. 
This change specifically addresses the junior deacon’s station be-
ing filled at all times.

Group 3
The procedures for excluding members who do not pay their 

dues were modified and simplified about five years ago. This 
change, suggested by the grand secretary, fixes references missed 
during that original change.

Group 4
The use of alcohol in Masonic facilities has been presented to 

Grand Lodge previously. It has been modified in an attempt to 
make it safer and more palatable. It is sponsored by several urban 
lodges. Alcohol was part of Masonry for many years. It early times 
lodges often met in pubs where dinner and a few drinks were part 
of the fellowship. That is still the case in much of the world. The 
temperance movements here helped push us to a ban all forms of 
potentially intoxicating beverages at any lodge function. We went 
a step further by banning it in any Masonic building, even when 
used by non-Masons. Many still harbor distrust of such drinks 
and wish them banned everywhere, not just lodges. They often see 
the use as a slippery slope that inevitably leads to drunkenness.

Many of our lodges believe that they would be better able to 
rent their facilities if alcohol could be served by renters. The ex-
ample most frequently mentioned is the wedding reception where 
the bride and groom wish to celebrate with a toast. Some lodges 
believe they are missing out on thousands of dollars in income by 
not allowing drink in moderation. This amendment would not 
require any lodge to rent for such purposes, nor would it auto-
matically allow it by those desiring to do so.

There are two variations ready for presentation.
Both would require that a lodge amend its bylaws to allow al-

cohol use in their facility. Amending lodge bylaws requires discus-
sion and a vote in favor by two-thirds majority. It would further 
require proof of proper and defined liability insurance. Permission 
of the grand master would also be necessary.

The substitute amendment, to be voted on first would allow 
lodges to hold Masonic Festive Boards, a dinner meeting in which 
toasts are made with alcoholic beverages. They are common in 
many jurisdictions.

If the substitute fails, the original will be voted on. It would 
allow alcohol, but at non-Masonic functions only.

Group 5
The lodges of the 13th Masonic District want us to amend The 

Code to allow Masonic funerals for entered apprentices and fel-
lows craft. Opponents say qualifying for a Masonic funeral is one 
of the things that gets men to finish their degrees. They say it is 
the way things have been done for years.

Those in favor point to several things in replying. They say that 
a stroll through old cemeteries will reveal the square and com-
passes on tombstones denoting all three degrees, not master Ma-
son only. They further cite our portion of the first degree when we 
tell the new entered apprentice that the apron we give him then is 
for his Masonic funeral, a promise that we cannot always follow 
through on given current law.

In the last year, there have been a number of cases of entered 

apprentices dying while working on their degrees. It is difficult to 
explain the subtleties of Masonic law when a family is told that 
they may not have a Masonic burial of their proud entered ap-
prentice or fellow craft Mason.

Group 6
The Code defines when the Board of General Purposes (the 

grand master’s advisory board) must have its quarterly meetings. 
This alteration would bring that schedule into alignment with 
current practice since the changing of Annual Communication 
and Grand Lodge installation dates.

Group 7
These changes are housekeeping issues brought about by 

changes made over the last several years. There are almost always 
references missed when the original alteration is made. These ref-
erence changes in the annual communication dates for lodges.

Group 8
The Code makes certain requirements in terms of lodge record 

keeping. With the extensive use of computers that we now en-
joy, these rules need a little updating. These allow primary record 
keeping on computer and define which and how printed copies 
must be made available.

Group 9
A one point in time, criminal background checks by Masonic 

investigating committees were as easy as a phone call to a lodge 
member in law enforcement. This is no longer the case as gov-
ernmental agencies would rarely allow this today. This amend-
ment would allow the Grand Lodge to negotiate a price with a 
commercial investigating group to report on all applicants un-
dergoing investigation. This price should be significantly lower 
than regular rates.

If you have questions about any of the proposed changes to 
The Code, contact the grand secretary’s office at <grandsecretary@
grandlodge-nc.org> or (919) 787-2021.

main lobby on Thursday and outside the Grand Pavilion on Fri-
day and Saturday mornings. In order to vote, you must have your 
credentials, and you must register. Again, DO NOT return your 
credentials to the Grand Lodge office.

Grand Master Rice will open the first session at 10:00 a.m. on 
Friday morning. That’s when you’ll see the formal opening and 
welcoming of special guests. Grand Orator Clifton Everett Jr., 
past grand master, will make the keynote address. The rest of the 
morning, a number of reports will be read and others submitted 
for the record without reading.

Downtown Winston-Salem has lots of restaurants, so you can 
find a place you like for the lunch break within easy walking dis-
tance of the hall.

A memorial service for those Masons who died in the past year 
will follow the call from refreshment to labor. The Grand Master’s 
Report is next. Other reports will also be received. Some voting 
will take place on Friday afternoon.

Plan to spend Friday evening with friends and Brothers. There 
are several restaurants and night spots along the streets around 
the hotel to spend your evening.

Business resumes on Saturday morning at 9:00 a.m. when the 
last day of the session opens. That’s when more proposed amend-
ments and resolutions will be considered. An analysis of those 
proposals starts on page one of this issue of The North Carolina 
Mason. We will also adopt a budget for the year. We will elect 
Grand Lodge officers. Business is generally concluded around 
lunch time.

To reach the Twin City Quarter take the Cherry Street exit 
off I-40 Business and go four blocks north. The hotel is taking 
reservations now. Their toll-free reservation number is (800) 320-
0934. Be sure to specify that you are with the Masonic Grand 
Lodge in order to get our special rate.

Come to Annual Communication this year for the fun of it. 
Bring a Masonic buddy with you. See you there!

MEETING, from page 1

ton Gerald. Second Place went to Riverside 606 (AF & AM), 
and third to Stony Point 593 (AF & AM). Perennial People’s 
Choice winners Salem 289 (AF & AM), cooking by Joey Transou 
and Cliff Pranke, repeated their title. William T. Bain 231 (AF & 
AM) won the Team Spirit award.

After three years of getting their lessons learned and hon-
ing the Pig Jig, Michael Sterling and his Raleigh Lodge co-
ordinating crew had to change many things. The biggest new 
“problem” seems to have been the large crowd. They are now 
aware of what to expect and can better cope. They hope to top 
30 team entries next year.

Says Sterling, “We are trying to build this into the largest AF 
& AM and F & AM joint fundraising/competition in the United 
States. Next year’s event date is May 22 at the North Carolina 
State Fairgrounds.” Be there! And bring the kids because there’s 
lots more to see and enjoy. Heck, bring a team and show the rest 
of the state how to cook pig.

NC Agriculture Secretary Steve Troxler, center, pre-
sented the top award to PHA District 27’s team as 
Raleigh 500’s Swindell and Sterling looked on.

The zen of magic barbecue sauce.

Some entrants created an atmosphere. Relaxing after the serving.

Packing the equipment for another day.

You’re invited
Charity golf tournament
September 2

ADVANCE — Clemmons 755 has their big Charity Golf 
Tournament at Oak Valley Golf Club September 2. Registration 
and lunch are at 11:00 a.m., and the start is 1:00. Entry fee is $300 
per team. Snacks and drinks will be available on the course, and 
the awards ceremony follows immediately. Get details from Bob 
Charlier at (336) 766-5133 or <rcharliersr@triad.rr.com>.

Motorcycle ride to Maggie Valley
September 12

CANTON — The Calvin Taylor Memorial Toy Ride 
is September 12. The bike ride in the mountains remem-
bers a local Highway Patrolman who died in the line of 
duty. For details on participating, contact Mike Hooper at 
<hoopermka@bellsouth.net>.

Motorcycle ride to Home for Children
September 12

CHINA GROVE — The 12th Annual Ride for the Children 
is set for September 12. They eat breakfast at Eureka 283 at 
6:00 a.m. and hit the road at 7:30. You don’t have to start in 
China Grove. You can start your own group or ride lone wolf to 
the Raleigh rendezvous for registration at Town North Shop-
ping Plaza at 8345 Creedmoor Road at 10:00 a.m. They depart 
for the Home for Children at 11:00 a.m. Entry fee is $20. That 
gets you a t-shirt and a chance at dozens of prizes drawn for at 
the Raleigh registration. For information contact <doug.earn-
hardt@flextronics.com> or (704) 957-0346 or Jerry Edwards at 
<jeredwar7@aol.com> or (704) 857-8162.

Sixth District prays together
JASON — In March, the Sixth Masonic District launched a 

quarterly church visitation. Chad Smith, of Grimesland 475, is 
coordinating the program. On June 21 they visited Jason Pres-
byterian Church where Radiance 132 member Scott Hardy, far 
right, serves as lay minister. Hardy delivered the sermon (about 
stepping forward to serve) naming that Sunday the church’s 
Freemasons and Fathers Day. The visitors are seen here with 
members of the congregation.	            — David J Stapleton

Apron given to widow
SELMA — Elizabeth P. Jones, widow of Everitt Craig Jones 

III, received a past master’s apron and past master’s necklace in 
memory of her late husband. Jones was the master of Selma 320 
in 2008 and died December 22, 2008, just before his tenure end-
ed. The gifts were presented at Selma Lodge’s Past Masters’ and 
Ladies’ Night Banquet held on April 25.	    — Anthony Jones

A young Master Mason approached a stoic old Past Master that he highly respected. The Master Mason said: “Brother, if there 
is anything I have learned from you, it is that too many brothers speak too many words about light and the True Word. To me their 
speech is like a multitude of veils and crashing symbols that further conceal the bright and quiet wisdom of Masonry.”

“Mmm-hmm,” replied the old Past Master, “but have you never seen the beauty in ten-thousand falling leaves, nor heard the 
strength in the many-rivulet crescendo of a rushing waterfall?”				           — <www.geocities.com/zenmasonry
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Postal Chess Club
MECHANICSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA — 

The Masonic Postal Chess Club has been around 
since 1975. They pair up Master Mason chess 
players, beginners and masters, to play chess by 
mail. Nowadays, they have added email gaming 
to the mix. Dues are just $20 a year.

You can get more information on participat-
ing by contacting club Secretary Dennis Plym-
ette, 304 Longmeadow Street, Mechanicsburg, 
PA 17055 or <mpccsec@live.com>.

 — Oregon Masonic News

By Pat Godwin Jr.
DUNN — Newly raised Mason and Palmyra 

147 Chaplain Aaron Meredith gave his lodge a 
cufflink February 10. The brass cufflink is from 
what is believed to be the original Palmyra 
Lodge location in Averasboro. It has Masonic 
emblems surrounding the square and compasses 
in the center and is thought to date from as early 
as 1800. The gift was made in honor of Hubert 
H. Warren Jr. for his “dedication and tireless 
work for the betterment of Masonry.” Warren is 
a past master of Palmyra Lodge and past district 
deputy grand master.

The original Palmyra Lodge was formed in 
old Averasboro then called Averysboro, between 
Erwin and Chicora Country Club. Palmyra 147 
was chartered in 1852, so it is thought the cuf-

flink may have been a family heirloom at the 
time. It was found by a friend of Meredith while 
on an artifact excursion in old Averasboro. The 
friend gave it to Meredith, realizing the signifi-
cance to the lodge he was about to petition.

It is a striking reminder that Masonic history 
is imbedded in the formation of our country and 
community. It is further a reminder of the im-
portance the Cape Fear River and Averasboro 
once held. The river was the interstate highway 
of our early history, and Averasboro was the 
navigable end of the river. That era ended when 
the railroad came through Dunn in the 1880s. 
Averasboro dried up to become nonexistent.

You can see this piece of history on display in 
Palmyra Lodge.

Pat Godwin is master of Palmyra 147.

Aaron Meredith, left, presents his gift to Palmyra Master Pat Godwin Jr. and Hu-
bert H. Warren Jr.

High Point
On May 17, the Masonic lodges in High 

Point held an open house to help celebrate the 
town’s 150th anniversary. High Point 199 (now 
extinct) was chartered a few months before the 
town was founded. There are now three lodges 
in the town: Numa F. Reid 344, Acacia 674, and 
Piedmont 681.	            — Michael Rinehardt

Cary
The Spring Barbecue at Cary 198 raised more 

than $5,000 after selling out the 1,500 pounds 
of barbecue they cooked.

Back on April, Cary Lodge members Ted 
Long, Sonny Bjork, and Don Ellers went up to 
Oxford to repair a grill the lodge donated to one 
of the cottages at the Home for Children. The 
same guys went back a few weeks later to clean 
all the grills on campus.

June 29 was the date of Cary Lodge’s most 
recent fifth Monday dinner. It was their East-
ern Star’s turn to host the regular event. They 
were grilling hamburgers and hot dogs. A 
major attraction of the day was the testing of 
Master Mike Sibley’s insistence that home-
made ice cream from a hand-cranked freezer 
is superior to that from an electric cranking. 
The kids they sponsor at the Home for Chil-
dren were also invited.	       — Trestle Board

Spruce Pines
Vesper 554 recently helped buy uniforms for 

youth sports teams in the neighborhood. Lodge 
Master Dan McKinney even got his picture in 
the Mitchell News Journal giving the check to 
the county Parks and Recreation director.

 — The Bacon

Wilmington
Orient 395 Master Jimmy Hyatt is having a 

past master close lodge at his meetings this year. 
He does so as a sign of “respect and honor for 
their service.”

Orient Lodge presented Julius Townsend 
his 50-year service award on behalf of his lodge, 
Gardenville-Cache 455 in Missouri.

 — Orient Express

Bakersville
Bakersville 357 had their Charity Barbecue 

Fundraiser June 13. They served plates or sand-
wiches. They even had hot dogs for those who 
didn’t know how to handle the good stuff.

 — Robert Morgan

Jacksonville
Semper Fidelis 680 had a Ladies Night Out 

in April. Forty-six folk enjoyed the excursion to 
Tony’s Restaurant.

Semper Fi’s barbecue fundraiser is set for 
September 11. They’re serving from 11:00 a.m. 
till 6:00 p.m.		          — Trestle Board

Hookerton
Jerusalem 95 has granted a request from the 

town of Hookerton. The southeast corner of the 
lodge property will be the home of a new living, 
town Christmas tree.

The lodge has elected two new honorary 
members, Giles Stroud and Thomas Mooring.

 — The Jerusalem Journal

Warsaw
Since local firefighters and police are usually 

working during Warsaw 677 Veteran’s Day event, 
the lodge decided to have a special appreciation 
day for them on June 6. They had them over for a 
pancake breakfast.                  — Warsaw Lodge

Franklin
Junaluskee 145 held their Annual Fam-

ily Night and Memorial Service May 19. Bob 
Kraus conducted the ceremony honoring the 
lodge members who died in the past year. They 
also had a program on the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial.

The lodge is selling ten-dollar denim caps 
with a lodge logo. Since Lindsey Bell donates 
all the caps, that means 100% of receipts go to 
the lodge.		          — Trestleboard

Waynesville
On May 16, Waynesville 259 was hosting a 

poorman’s supper to celebrate the 100th anniver-
sary of the local York Rite chapter.

 — Mike Hooper

Kernersville
On June 13, Kernersville 669 held a pancake 

and sausage fundraiser.

South Mills
Ben Stallings promised the lodge a fish fry if 

they hit an attendance challenge. They met his 
challenge almost immediately when 62 Masons, 
including several from just across the state line, 
attended a degree. The fish fry was held June 9. 
They are celebrating five initiations and passings.

 — The Plumb Line

Ranger
Montgomery 426 hosted its Annual Home-

coming Open House May 30. They were serv-
ing hickory-smoked, pulled pork barbecue. Chip 
Siller and the Wayfaring Strangers played blue-
grass music for the crowd.        — Derek Cheek

Shallotte
May 29 was fish fry time for Shallotte 727. 

Money from the cooking went to Masonic 
charities.		   — Shallotte Lodge

Bailey
Horace Meacomes has been reviewing Bailey 

411’s history. He’s been reading minutes of the lodge 
and has extracted doings of the lodge from April 
1916 through December 2008. He’s recorded them 
all on compact disk for others who want to know the 
history. If you’ve done such a project in your lodge, 
please share a copy with the Grand Lodge so that 
the information may be shared with others.

Bailey Lodge is installing a memorial plaque 
saluting the lodge’s past masters. Marshal Brock 
Jr. is making a walnut display to hold the name-
plates. Charlie and Tyler Glover are getting the 
emblems and nameplates.	             — Newsletter

Chapel Hill
Mosaic 752 serves supper before every stated 

meeting — that’s the first Monday night every 
month. Supper’s at 6:00 p.m., visitors are wel-
come, Mason or not.

Zebulon
The 16th Masonic District celebrated Ma-

sonic Night with the Carolina Mudcats when 
they played the Chattanooga Lookouts on 
July 18. Tickets for Family Night were $25 for 
adults and $15 for kids. That included pavilion 
seating and all-you-can-eat burgers and dogs 
and fries, and Pepsi.	      — Harvey Evans

Spencer
Spencer 543 did a Port-A-Pit barbecue 

May 26.			     — John Wagoner

Henderson
For more than 15 years now, Henderson 229 

has sponsored pre-prom entertainment for the 
kids at the Masonic Home for Children. They 
feed them supper and furnish their transporta-
tion to the junior-senior prom at J. F. Webb High 
School. This year, they took them and their dates 
to Middleburg Steakhouse.	 — Chris Richardson

STATE, from page 3

OXFORD — After a successful first year, the 
Masonic Home for Children at Oxford looks to 
build on its success by hosting their Second Annu-
al Board of Directors On-Line Charity Auction. 
The 15 members of the Board have collected and 
donated a number of unique and valuable items, all 
available for you to bid on eBay with all proceeds 
benefiting the Masonic Home for Children.

“Our Board sees this as another way to con-
tribute to the Home we care so much about, 
while introducing countless people to the cause 
of MHCO,” said Board Chairman and Grand 
Marshal Doug Caudle.

Last year’s auction included athletic event 
tickets and many Masonic items, some of which 
drew the attention of Masons and museums 
from around the world. “We shipped a few items 
overseas and a museum in Philadelphia bid on 
two of our Masonic figurines to complete their 
collection,” said Development Director Chris 
Richardson. Any eBay user may place auction 
items on behalf of the Home, using eBay’s Giv-
ing Works and Mission Fish, which support 
non-profits like MHCO. Non-profits can use 
Giving Works free of charge.

Visit <www.mhc-oxford.org> starting in Sep-
tember and click on the “Second Annual MHCO 
Auction” link. Users can also visit eBay and search 
for the Masonic Home for Children Auction. 
New items will be added every two days. Some of 
this year’s items include a pair of ACC men’s bas-

Third Christmas 
MHCO ornament

OXFORD — The Masonic Home for Chil-
dren is offering a third limited edition Christmas 
ornament. This year’s ornament features the spir-
itual center of the campus, the York Rite Chapel, 
built in 1951. The York Rite Chapel has served 
the children of MHCO and the community with 
services throughout the year. This gold-flashed 
brass ornament pictures a silhouette of the cha-
pel and includes a brief history. Ornaments go 
on sale September 15 and will cost ten dollars 
plus shipping. Profits benefit the Sallie Mae Li-
gon Archives and Cobb Center Museum, which 
houses the history of MHCO. Only 400 orna-
ments will be produced, and orders can be placed 
by phone, or email, or purchased at Grand Lodge 
session in September. For more information visit 
the Home’s website at <www.mhc-oxford.org>, 
email Tina Gilreath at tgilreath@mhc-oxford.
org, or call 1-919-603-3906.

GREENSBORO — WhiteStone: A Ma-
sonic & Eastern Star Community has ap-
pointed Stacy Adkins marketing director of the 
rapidly growing community for seniors who are 
attracted to the fun, active lifestyle that defines 
WhiteStone. Jo Frazier, who has been with 
WhiteStone since October 2008, will remain 
as senior sales counselor for the community. 
The community, now open to all seniors (not 
just Masonic and Eastern Star members), has a 
long-standing reputation for outstanding well-
ness and continuing care since 1912.

Adkins steps into her role during an eventful 
time for the community, which is expanding to 
include 75 beautiful new apartment residences 
and six homes that are pre-selling at a rapid 
pace. Construction will begin in late 2009 with 
the WhiteStone expansion due to be completed 
in late 2010 or early 2011.

“My first priority is to generate awareness of 

Jones Masonic
Campus gets a name

By Bryan Lassiter
CEDAR POINT — NC Masonry’s newest re-

tirement community has been named. Earlier this 
year, the Board of Directors chose the name Shell 
Pointe at Jones Masonic Campus as the name of 
the new retirement community in Eastern North 
Carolina. Many North Carolina Masons have al-
ready inquired about living at Shell Pointe, and at 
the time of this writing, we have over 60 in our 
Charter Club priority reservation list.

Initial marketing efforts were focused exclu-
sively to Masonic households. In June, we began 
spreading the word about our new retirement 
community to the general public. While we 
have begun to advertise locally, we will continue 
to focus on the Masons of North Carolina as our 
primary market. To that end, we will be avail-
able to speak at lodges or other appendant bod-
ies as needed. If there are Masons who want to 
know more about Shell Pointe at Jones Masonic 
Campus, we will be glad to come to where you 
are and make a 10 to 15 minute presentation. 
We would like for you to know first-hand about 
Shell Pointe’s aim; the lifestyle and homes of-
fered at Shell Pointe; and the surprisingly afford-
able fees associated with living at this beautiful, 
waterfront community. We would love to have 
you visit us at the Shell Pointe site in Carteret 
County. To schedule a presentation or a visit, call 
us at (252) 342-5562 or (877) 303-4562.

Private homes at Shell Pointe will include 
apartment homes, plantation villas, and court-
yard cottages. These are available in a variety of 
size and price options. In addition to indepen-
dent living, Shell Pointe will have assisted living 
available on site from the first phase of develop-
ment. Come and see why we call Shell Pointe a 
jewel in the east.

the beautiful and comfortable homes that are be-
ing built, so potential residents don’t miss their 
window of opportunity,” says Adkins. “This is an 
ideal community for seniors who want to be just 
as active as in their previous years – only better!”

Adkins brings several years of senior living 
expertise to her position at WhiteStone, having 
served most recently as marketing director for a 
continuing care retirement community in Chapel 
Hill. Her appointment indicates WhiteStone’s 
ongoing commitment to build a staff of educated, 
experienced professionals with proven talent in 
the senior living industry.

“Stacy takes great satisfaction in helping 
people plan for the next step in their lives,” says 
Executive Director Mark Kolada. “Her passion 
is contagious, and we are fortunate to add her to 
our team. She brings terrific perspective on what 
it takes to build an engaging, enjoyable commu-
nity for seniors.”

WhiteStone hires marketing director

Palmyra Lodge given historic artifact

Clyde Lodge reaches out to neighbor kids
CLYDE — In an effort to share Masonry with their community, Clyde 453 recently donated 

$500 to Special Needs Programs in each of two local elementary schools. Seen here at a formal 
presentation, are, from left, Clyde Lodge Master Geoff Cooper, retired teacher and lodge member 
Hugh K. Terrell, Clyde Elementary School Principal Jeff Haynes, Riverbend Elementary School Prin-
cipal Greg Parker, Jack Shuler, and Lodge Treasurer Cecil Medford.	              — Geoff Cooper

Second annual on-line charity 
auction starts September 1

ketball tickets, autographed sports items, Caro-
lina Panthers Suite ticket packages, vintage coin 
sets, and antique Masonic memorabilia. Grand 
Master Dan Rice is placing two handmade Ma-
sonic quilts on-line for auction.

The auction ends November 1. For more in-
formation call (888) 505-4357 or email crich-
ards@mhc-oxford.org.

WINSTON-SALEM — Old Town 751 was a local sponsor of the Bikes for Books project. The 
program rewards elementary students for improving their reading skills and habits. Several kids were 
moved from under achievement to excellence during the drive.

Nine bikes were given away in local elementary schools. Principals from Old Town Global Acad-
emy and Gibson School sent letters to the lodge thanking them for the inspiration for the kids. 
Staffers at all participating schools praised the program and reported progress in reading skill.

 — On the Level at Old Town Lodge

Old Town 751 puts kids on wheels
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  Welcome our new Brothers

     Beneath the Oaks

By Allen Hughes
Administrator

Masonic Home for
Children at Oxford

The new/old St. John’s Day

NC Mason Deadlines
 Issue Deadline

 January/February........................... January 1
 March/April................................March 1
 May/June.....................................May 1
 July/August....................................July 1
 September/October.....................September 1
 November/December...................November 1

1.......................Craig Lee Blasingame
1.......................... Barry Allen Coburn
1.........................Sean Patrick Hughes
1........ Ronnie Matthew Humphrey Jr.
1........................Steven James Kimbro
1................................ Terry Lee Kuhn
2............... Michael Douglas Bohanon
3..........................Robert Ross Howell
3............ Anthony Raymond Montero
3............................Jamie Leigh Player
3....................Gary Brian Strawbridge
3.......Christopher Wayne Wainwright
5........................ Justin Garrett Byrum
8............................Eric Eugene Fuller
8...................... Joseph William Heron
8.......................... Ronnie Dean Lewis
8....................................Gerardo Lora
8...Marco Antonio Pastrana Marentes
8.................................James Morris Jr.
8...........................Jimmy Dean Taylor
8.......................... Jeffrey Ross Thomas
8............................. Christopher Velez
19............................Alan John Forrest
19......................Brett David Horiuchi
19........Jonathan Christopher Penland
19........................Timothy Ray Smith
31........................ Jeffrey Scott Brooks
31.................... Jesse Austin Campbell
31.......................William Aaron King
31....................Charles Ernest Lilly II
32.......................... Justin Alex Kessler
32......................... Joseph Glenn Plott
45................ Danny Richard Coleman
45................. Thomas Clinton Elledge
53...................William Francis Austin
53................ Stephen Darrell Swinson
59........................ Beau Patrick Daniel
59.......... Jonathan Boutton Sawyer III
64.....................James Fredrick Paxton
75...............Phillip Patrick Sansone Jr.
76....................Mark Edward Johnson
76.................Robert Cameron Martin
81......................George Ward Basden
81.................... Shannon Thomas Bray
81............ Christopher Joseph Daniels
81...........................Danny Ray Heath
81..........................Donnie Gene May
81...................Donald Ray Murphy Jr.
81....................Malcolm Henry Smith
83...................... Joshua Denim Beeler
83.............................. Tony Ray Frank
83................... John Allen Hansley III
83......................................Paul Morin
83.................... Jason Michael Quiram
83.............. Brian Christopher Raynor
84........... William Christopher Parker
90.......................... David Nash Grant
90............William Russell Mobley III
90............. Matthew Alexander Nihoa
90........Maurice LeDrew Robinson Jr.
98....................Emory Thomas Brown
99............................ John Cole Sifford
102.........Christian Monroe Campbell
102..................... Brian Robert Glover
106.................... Zeb Wilson Daneker
106...... Joseph Donald McDougald Jr.
113...........................Brian Lee Bowes
113............. Brian Coleman Whitfield

115.......................Eric Kenneth Elder
115..................... Jeffrey Alan Hatcher
115.............. Mitchell Kevin Williams
123.........................Bobby Joel Oakley
125........................Gary Mac Herring
126..................... Chance Allen Smith
127................... Cleo Forrest Burleson
129.......................John Richard Stone
134................... James Carter Goforth
134..........................Paul Kemal Ressa
137.............Tommy Howard Angle Jr.
137.......... Joseph Matthew Fincannon
137...............Donald Martin Mauldin
137................Marion Eugene Paris Jr.
137........................Larry Steve Turner
143.........................Kim Michael Beal
145.................. James Carey Anderson
145..................... Leon Michael Ditch
145................Michael Bobby Gregory
146...................... Travis Jack Dockery
147.................Christopher Ray Hayes
147.......................... Chad Pace Smith
151..........................Bryan Neill Allen
151............... Eddie Franklin Brannan
151.......................Kevin James Cleary
151...................... Charles Brian Estes
154.................... Herman L. McIntyre
158............. John Edward Flamion III
158................... John Adam Whitfield
176...................Kevin Robert Schaffer
190........................Marty Allan Lewis
205........................Kris Deland Alling
205........................ Ronel Jason Alling
205......................Michael Reese Untz
207.......................James Albert Bailey
207.................Jeremy Neil McLelland
207.............Christopher Alan Pridgen
214................ Teddy David Embler Jr.
218........................Daren Marvin Cox
218.....................Alderson Neira-Arce
229...........................Joseph Phil Hehl
230.......................Frank Leroy Hobbs
230.....................Jeffery Scott Morgan
230................... John Curtis Simmons
230.................Michael Dean Woolard
237.............. Marcus Wells Hensley Jr.
244................. Patrick Joesph Cannon
249................ Logan Archibald Curry
249.............................Jesse Lee Pierce
258........................Michael Alan Daly
261.................. Brian Michael Karpiel
262............... Mark Anthony Burns Jr.
262........................ Jeff Walker Helton
262......... Samuel Kenneth Murphy Jr.
262.................... Steven David Russell
267.................... Leland Thomas Jones
267............ Keith Andrew Morehouse
267...................Steven Brad Woodson
267............. Steven Douglas Woodson
271....................James Alfred Bouldin
271........................James Randall Cox
271.......................... Jeffrey Allen Cox
282...............James Harold Lassiter Jr.
283................ Jason Michael Peschock
289......... Jason Phillip Nifong Lackey
296...................Jason James Whitfield
299.... Reuben Mason Zebulon Joyner
302.......................Terry Wayne Chalk

304.........................Gary Vinton Byrd
304.................. William Dean Elmore
304..................Thomas Shane Tyndall
305................ Gary Segal Hutchinson
306......................John William Burris
314.................... Jeremy Todd Clayton
314.............James Alonzo Henning Jr.
314................Richard Wade Hoffman
314......................... Charles Lee Nash
314.......................Glenn Allen Weeks
317..................Douglas Mercer Gibbs
317........Christopher Thomas Langley
319..................... Adam Heath Moore
319........Patrick Robert Joseph Poirier
339.................................. Mark Smith
343............... Daniel Stephen Guthrie
343.....................Wesley Thomas King
344....................... Eric Jason Granillo
344....................... Jason Clifford Wall
348....................... Jason Luther Naves
352.................. Robert Edward Carter
356..................... Stevie Jason Flowers
356.................James Clifton Little III
357............Dewayne Charles Gardner
357........................Brady Lane Gouge
358.................Austin Taylor Brackney
358.................Peter Robert Deveaugh
358...........Benjamin Joseph Green III
358......................... Phillip Tyler West
358......................Bobby Ray Willover
359.................... James Warren Arthur
377.................Timothy Warren Carey
377.....................William Eric Mason
378.....................Andrew Gene Taylor
379......... Christopher Gary Robinson
380................. William Steven Rogers
387......................Edward Scott Orrell
388.....................Derek James Barkley
395................... Danny Wayne Morris
395.........................James Brian Nunn
397................Gary Marshall Gavenus
397.......... Steven Karl Ignatius Scharf
401......................George Patrick Ellis
401....................Groce Scot Robinson
404.................William Grayson Allen
405...... Rodney D. Rodriguez-Lebron
407.......................... Alan Dale Brown
408....................... Joseph Pio Asterita
408....................... John Stephen Stalls
409................. Clyde Alvin Billings Jr.
409...................Clyde Eugene Kimrey
409......................Robert William Self
409............Michael Lewis Wilburn II
427...................... William Paul Styles
429.............James Edmund Gillentine
429...........Harvey Mack Grimmett Jr.
429................. Thomas Benson Peluso
429....................... Bobby Lee Trigleth
433......................Samuel Lea Bennett
433.....................Dennis Arron Dixon
433.....................Brandon Scott Feller
433............ Joseph Henry Midgette Jr.
433.....................John Raymond Mills
434................ George Connell Powers
435................Kenneth Marvin Crowe
435......................Jeffrey Michael Jolly
437....................... Jeffrey Ray Dorsett
460...................Jeffrey Francis Greene

460........................Steven Ray Greene
461.................Mark Wayne Campbell
461................ Michael James Childers
461..................Marvin David Johnson
461................Curtis Rodney Johnston
461.............................Barry Lee Jones
461............... Richard Alan Kratochvil
461........... Patrick Nicholas Marranca
461........Richard Arthur Schrecengost
462........... William Alexander Bryson
462..................... Zachary Taft Bryson
462................. Matthew Noel Fallwell
462................. Dewey Huston Howell
462........................Barry Jason Moore
462................... Joshua Venson Moore
462................... Thomas Bruce Moore
462...............Matthew Rhyne Stroupe
473........................Eric Scott Robbins
473....................Travis Lee Turrentine
483...................... Danny Lee Prevette
492..............Christopher Blair Adams
492...................... Todd Everett Smith
492...................Joseph Wiley Sykes Jr.
492........................ Stephen Roy West
499............Adam Benjamin Hobgood
500................ Benjamin James Averitt
500........... Courtney A. John Chynces
500............... William Miller Gilmore
500..............Geoffrey Aubrey Kercher
500.......... Michael Ekwunife Okoli Jr.
501.........................Tyler Joel Hackett
515...................Terry Leonard Walker
519....................Jason Norbert Burkee
520.....................Michael Allen Gibbs
520................William Jason Williams
521.............Robert Forbes Reardon II
525...................... Mark David Boykin
525...................... Hubert Lee Cox III
525.......................Johnny Lane Issette
529............... Jerry Douglas Kilpatrick
529............... James Allen Solesbee III
555.................Edwin Delaney Garner
556................ Harold Leonard Moore
571...................Michael Eythan Laws
571.............. Matthew Harold Merritt
571.............Kenneth Frederick Moore
571......... Matthew Raymer Redmond
573................. Dudley Merrill Barlow
573.................. James David Simmons
583............... Joseph Russell Nobles II
594.........................Jeffrey Allen Jones
598..................... Robert Lee Braswell
598.........................Russell Joe Carver
598............. Johnathan Charles Harris
606...................... Daniel Louis Smyre
607.................... Teddy Ray Bullard II
612.....................Eddie Lynn Blizzard
616.............................Cory Lane East
616.............................Tony Gray East
629........................Jeffrey Allen Hicks
629...................Austin Marler Walker
667................Michael Glen Patraw Jr.
669...............Zackary Halley Hopkins
669................. Gregory Scott Norman
669.....................Jerry Lydelle Redden
673.................... Loran Alex Brown Jr.
673..................James Lamar Powell Jr.
674................. Scott Raymond Woods

679......................... Robert West Byrd
680................. Timothy Wayne Bailey
680...................... Jason Lee Houchins
680........................ Jimmy L. Young Jr.
681................... Richard Lee Carleton
681................ David Andrew Tocheny
681.................... Mark Stephen Wood
685.......................Philip Kent Hamby
686.................Jamie Dennis Measmer
686....................... Edward Gus Peters
687........................Brian Mark Bondy
688............................ Jim Paul Adams
688....................Johnny Leo Austin Jr.
688................. Robert Edward Hamm
688................ Matthew Scott Wyandt
690................ Michael Matthew Bova
692................. Albert Andrew Pollock
694...................... David Scott Bowers
694...................Roger Lambert Coble
694..........................Joel Brian Moody
694..............Bradley Webster Sparrow
694..........Robert Edward Winborn Jr.
699..................... Freddie Lee Latham
699..................... Jack Louis Steinberg
705...................... Jimmy Pierce Hurst
708.......... Reginald Donald Bradshaw
708............... Scott Lamarr McLaurin
708...............Anthony Scott Williams
709........................Brian Alan Cocker
712...................... William John Fardy
712..........Fredrick Laverne Satterfield
713................ Cameron James Wilson
714................. Bradley Stephen Brady
714.......... Gilbert Lenneth McGinnis
714.....................Kevin Ryan Shoffner
714...........................David Ray Staley
715......................Jason Andrew Baker
715...................... Chad Mason Smith
715......................Joshua Reid Wallace
719............ William Thomas McClure
719...................Gregory Carl Spinella
720........... David Mark Bloomingdale
720....................... Larry Brian Heintz
722.................Zackerie Tylor Dawson
724............... Clifton Howard Hinson
724...................... Jason Allen Watters
725.........Travis Ray Masterson Miller
725.................... Chad Everette Smith
727......................James Patrick Caton
727.................Brandon Dale Fulwood
727.................Michael Ryan Fulwood
730............................ Reed David Fail
730..................Ronald Dion Stephens
733................ William Allen Brandon
733................. Lucian Harry Cook III
737.....................Ronald Dean Peigler
739.................. Rayen- Ayoub Chakra
741..........................Cecil James Tosto
751................... Scott Lester Andrews
751.......................Dale Lloyd Hughes
751.................... Jason Dean Stoddard
751................. Charles Randall Young
757......................William Bixby Cork
757.........................Scott Joseph Wise
762.........Rahul Padmakar Deshpande
763............... Jimmie Donald Bullis Jr.
763....................Joseph Todd Hinnant
763....................... John Charles Holly
763......................Henry Reid Morton

St. John’s Day 2009 has come and gone without the parade 
and free entertainment, and it appears from first glance that the 
revised format met its goal. Several guests were energized by their 
visit to the Home and expressed a desire to get involved more. 
The attendance was down, but attendance had been decreasing 
the past few years. If we consider the size of past crowds after 
the parade passed through the campus with many of the parade 
participants and their families leaving shortly thereafter, the num-
bers were not much larger than they were this year. Instead of the 
complaints of past years concerning what attendees could not see 
or did not get a chance to do, most of the attendees were pleased 
that they could visit with the children and see and learn more 
about the Home. Several of the attendees said they felt the new 
format was more meaningful.

The service in the chapel was one of special meaning and 
brought a more solemn expression of St. John’s Day. It was not 
well-attended, but I would have been surprised otherwise. Just 
as with most of the national holidays set aside to commemorate 
special events – Memorial Day, Independence Day, Veteran’s 
Day, etc. – St. John’s Day had become one of festivity rather than 
focusing on the purpose of setting aside a special day of remem-
brance. Grand Chaplain Alan Sasser’s message, “The Marks of 
Maturity,” was timely and quite appropriate. It was relevant to 
and well received by young and old alike. It was about making 
right decisions. At least for this year, I think the changed format 
was a right decision.

Donations given as a result of the St. John’s Day activities far 
exceeded those of previous years. Despite serving a free meal to 
our guests, the expenses for St. John’s Day were decreased signifi-
cantly from prior years. It was a day that focused on our Home 
and our children. We were able to reach out to new Masons and 
first-time visitors, as well as long-time contributors, and give them 
a sense of the true value of their support. It was a day that was eas-
ily managed by the MHCO staff and a few volunteers. It was a 
special day in which all our children played a part in its success.

The “Monday morning quarterbacking” also had a different 
slant. Instead of the usual complaints about the little things that 
went wrong, by mid-morning Monday after this St. John’s Day 

celebration, we had received three calls from some of the visitors 
who enjoyed the event and asked how they could help the Home 
and the children. We wanted St. John’s Day activities this year to 
benefit the children in our Home, and, from all indications, it did.

We started planning for St. John’s Day 2009 in August 2008 
by asking two questions: (1) “Is there a volunteer who wants to 
take over the responsibility of organizing and coordinating all the 
activities for St. John’s Day to keep the same format of years past?” 
and (2) “What is the purpose of St. John’s Day?” Despite our ef-
forts of trying to meet with the leaders of the Shrine Temples 
and other groups involved in St. John’s Day, followed by writ-
ten communications to the groups and the Craft as a whole, we 
got no positive answers and little constructive assistance. A lot of 
people complained about “St. John’s Day being canceled” after the 
announcement was made that there would be no parade or musi-
cal entertainment. A couple of brothers indicated a willingness 
to accept the challenge of handling the event, but, in the end, all 
the planning, coordination, and execution had to be done by the 
MHCO Board of Directors and staff, with very few volunteers 
showing up to help. Contrary to the misperceptions, preparing for 
a successful celebration for St. John’s Day, even in it’s scaled down 
format, involves organizing and coordinating numerous groups 
and activities. When our late Brother Lloyd Young was chairman 
of the St. John’s Day Committee, he worked with the MHCO 
staff and volunteers across the state almost a full day every week 
of the year to organize and coordinate the activities. We no longer 
have a Lloyd Young to coordinate the events, and the MHCO 
staff is now too small to handle the responsibilities of St. John’s 
Day celebrations without adversely affecting the ability to prop-
erly care for the children.

Six years ago, the MHCO Board of Directors began meet-
ing with the leaders of all groups involved to address the chal-
lenges of the St. John’s Day celebration. Major concerns of 
the Home’s Board of Directors and administration were the 
increasing demands placed on the smaller MHCO staff and 
the rising costs incurred by the Home for St. John’s Day. Each 
successive year the same issues were addressed without reso-
lution. This year we made a decision to address the problems 
head-on, but that decision drew a lot of complaints. However, 
the Board of Directors and I, as administrator, felt the change 
was in order. Yes, some guests said they missed the parade but 
almost in the same breath said they enjoyed the chapel service 
and the chance to meet the children.

Should we go back to the way it was in recent years? Do 

we need a parade or big name entertainers to make St. John’s 
Day a success? I don’t know which way the wind will prevail, 
but if my vote counts, I say let’s build on the change and make 
St. John’s Day even more about the Home and the children 
we serve. Let’s give the children an opportunity to put faces 
to some of the people who have helped change their lives, 
and let’s offer more opportunity to those who have helped 
the children see the value of their support. I ask again, what 
should be the purpose of St. John’s Day?

On special occasions, such as St. John’s Day, we tend to re-
member and place importance on the things to which we become 
accustomed. The most recent 30 years or so, St. John’s Day was 
synonymous with parade and entertainment, but for the 100+ 
years prior that was not the case. While I will readily admit to 
memory lapses, I recall only two events associated with St. John’s 
Day during the ten years I lived “under the oaks.” The first event 
was St. John’s Day, June 24, 1955, on which the centennial cor-
nerstone for the original St. John’s Building was laid. The second 
was on June 28, 1958, when the cornerstone of the current St. 
John’s Building was laid. Other than that, my childhood memo-
ries did not include St. John’s Day. However, I have many fond 
memories of occasional bus loads of Masons visiting the campus 
to share Sunday lunch with us and tour the campus. It gave me a 
true sense that the Masons really cared about the “faceless” chil-
dren they supported, and it gave me a chance to say “thank you” 
to those I escorted around campus. I haven’t heard any of our 
children complaining about not having the parade this year, but I 
have heard comments about getting to meet “the nice people who 
came to visit.” Our visits with the children can make a difference 
to them and to us.
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    Mileposts

      Senior Moments

Your update from WhiteStone
By Mark Kolada

Administrator
WhiteStone

Let me help Masonry's charities
❍ The North Carolina Masonic Foundation
❍ WhiteStone (MESH)
❍ The Masonic Home for Children
❍ Send information about wills and bequests.
❍ Please have someone contact me.
My name                                                                             

Address                                                                                

City                                  State                        Zip              

Phone                                 My lodge                                   

In memory of (optional)                                                       

Address                                                                                 

To assure that your gift is properly credited to the 
fund of your choice, please make the check payable 
to that charity.

Mail to The Grand Lodge of North Carolina,
PO Box 6506, Raleigh, NC 27628.



One of the significant challenges I face, whenever I am asked 
to give presentations to lodges throughout the state, is trying to 
convey how special WhiteStone: A Masonic and Eastern Star 
Community is. Invariably, the vast majority of Brothers have 
never had an opportunity to visit the campus in Greensboro and 
thus may have misconceptions about what we do, who we serve, 
and how it is done. Admittedly, it is often difficult to hear criti-
cism or be with people who are apathetic toward the community, 
because it is, in my view, such a wonderful place to live and work 
and is an excellent example of Masonic values on display. So if 
you have never been to Greensboro to visit the community or are 
new to the fraternity, here are a few reasons to be proud of your 
home in Greensboro.

History: Established in 1912, the community has been serv-
ing its two fraternities for over 97 years, providing members a 
special place to retire. Proud of our rich history, throughout our 
administrative and residential buildings are various pictures of 
the original Masonic Home, portraits of all 13 administrators, as 
well as a beautiful historic display of Eastern Star Jewels, memo-
rabilia, write ups on important fraternal members throughout 
history, and, in our library, Masonic literature, and numerous 
editions of Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter Proceedings from 
as far back as the 1930s.

Residents: Obviously, WhiteStone would not have survived 
this many years without the support of its residents. WhiteStone 
is currently made up of over 270 residents all of whom come 
from different parts of the state, and are retired from various pro-
fessions. But for the vast majority who are fraternally connected, 
what makes WhiteStone truly special is the love and friendship 
they share with each other. Examples of the love shared are In-
dependent Living residents who ensure that nursing home resi-
dents get taken to and from the chapel for Sunday services, a 
special committee of residents who give their neighbor’s birth-
day and holiday cards spreading good cheer, and check in with 
each other when not feeling well. Our residents are also proud of 
“their home” and spend countless hours investing their time and 
money in making the community a better place to live, by doing 
things such as volunteering to help others, conducting special 
projects on their own like recently refinishing the chapel pews, 
planting flowers on campus, and serving on various committees 
so that they can help give feedback on how to improve services 
and amenities on campus.

Care: One of the most important aspects of our community 
is the quality of care we provide to our residents in the Care and 

Wellness Center. Thanks to our knowledgeable and caring staff, 
state of the art equipment (much of which donated by fraternal 
members) and contractors, WhiteStone has an excellent reputa-
tion in the Triad area for providing stellar rehabilitation, personal 
care services, and dementia care. This is verified by numerous an-
nual inspections by state officials. Visitors often comment not 
only on how nice and clean the center looks but also how friendly 
and helpful staff is toward the residents and how content they are. 
One of the things that separate Whitestone’s Care and Wellness 
Center from other nursing facilities is the continued emphasis on 
improvement in care and resident satisfaction.

Charity: All  Masons and Eastern Star members can be ex-
tremely proud of the amount of charity WhiteStone provides 
each and every year. Thanks to the continued generosity of its 
fraternal members, WhiteStone is able to provide over $1.8 
million worth of charity to almost 70 fraternally related resi-
dents who would otherwise not have the financial resources to 
live at our community. Every penny of donations received are 
used to pay for such things as room and board, medical sup-
plies, prescriptions, and required medical services. Know that, 
everyday, WhiteStone is committed to fulfilling its mission of 
providing fraternal support.

Staff: A little-known fact about WhiteStone is that it is a great 
place to work and continues to exemplify Masonic and Eastern 
Star ideals by striving to be a caring employer. WhiteStone is for-
tunate to have more than 180 employees who truly care about its 
residents and believe in our mission. WhiteStone is blessed to have 
experienced and caring staff led by a management team with over 
50 years of tenure. WhiteStone works hard to provide competitive 
wage and benefits, but also believes in treating its employees well 
with special events such as health fairs, employee picnics, family 
day, and holiday gatherings. WhiteStone also believes strongly in 
making sure that all employees have access to training, education, 
and seminars that can help them do a better job. But, what truly 
makes our staff special are the relationships they develop with the 
residents to the point where many staff become extensions of our 
resident’s families. It is not uncommon to walk around campus 
and see hugs being given, laughter shared, and tears shed between 
employees and the residents.

Chapel: The historic Chapel, built in 1940, is the sentimental 
favorite building for residents, staff, and visitors alike and is one 
of the first buildings you see when you drive through the cam-
pus gates. It is the oldest building on campus and is used daily 
for prayer, meetings, Sunday services, and Bible study. Musical 
chimes from the top of the Chapel fill the community air with 
hymns three times a day at 9:00 a.m., noon and 5:00 p.m. The 
Chapel front doors have engraved Masonic and Eastern Star 
symbols. The Chapel is adorned with several stain glass windows. 
Behind the pulpit is a beautiful mural of Christ praying, and was 

painted in 1942 by a 72-year-old resident named Paul Olson of 
Unanimity lodge in Edenton.

Masonic and Easter Star Culture: The fraternal culture 
is still very much alive and flourishing on campus. Although 
there were concerns a few years ago when the community was 
opened to non-fraternal residents, that the Masonic and East-
ern Star culture would some how be diminished, the reality 
is that the community is as “fraternal” as ever. Masonic and 
Eastern Star symbols are clearly evident and proudly displayed 
at our front gates, as well as our large eastern star on our front 
lawn. You can’t walk past a common area or apartment with-
out seeing a sign commemorating a donation from a certain 
lodge or chapter. Within the past year, an Eastern Star Chap-
ter has been started on campus with more than 50 residents 
and staff becoming members. A weekly Masonic coffee club 
and monthly Masonic luncheon was started, at which Masons 
from the community and various lodges in Greensboro get 
together for good food and fellowship.

As you can see there is plenty to be proud of at WhiteStone, 
however words do not do the community justice. If you are ever 
in the Greensboro area and would like a tour of the community to 
see for yourself how special it is, don’t hesitate to give me a call at 
(336) 547-2992 or email me at mkolada@liveatwhitestone.org.

SPRING HOPE — Central Cross 187 recently presented Dia-
mond Jubilee awards to two members. Grand Master Dan Rice, cen-
ter, gave the 60-year membership awards to Alvin Vick Edwards, left, 
and Roscoe Lee Joyner, right.			    — Clyde Best

FARMINGTON — Wade Groce, right, of Farmington 265 was 
recently presented his Diamond Jubilee Award for 60 years lodge 
membership. The award was presented by Jimmy Myers, left, and Mas-
ter Yoman Smith, center. Groce has been an integral leadership role 
in many civic organizations including the Grange, Yadkin Valley Tele-
phone Cooperative, Farmington Fire Department, Farmington Baptist 
Church, and building the Farmington Medical Center.

 — Craig P. Steelman

MOORESVILLE — Harry Moore, “somewhere north of 90 
years,” still attends Mooresville 496 regularly. On June 23, Moore, 
left, received his Diamond Jubilee for 60 years Masonic member-
ship. Mooresville Lodge Master Richard Ferguson, right, presented 
the award.				       — Richard Ferguson

BELHAVEN — On June 9, Belhaven 509 honored Martin Floyd 
Credle and Clyde Sutton with Diamond Jubilee Awards for 60 years 
Masonic membership. Sutton, left, is seen here with Belhaven Lodge 
Master Ricky Radcliffe.		               — Johnny Marvin Smith

MURPHY — On June 1, Cherokee 146 presented 
service awards to several members. Veterans Emblems 
for 50 years membership went to James Franklin Smith, 
left, and Harry Howard Burgess, right.

WENDELL — On March 7, Wendell 565 Master Rodney Brown 
received his Veteran’s Emblem honoring his 50 years as a Mason. 
Grand Master Dan Rice made the presentation with the assistance 
of O. G. Spell who raised Brown in 1958. Seen here, from left, are 
Brown’s wife Laverne, Brown, Spell, and Rice.		   — Ray Burch

CHARLOTTE — Earlier this year, Jack Clifford Aus-
tin Jr., right, was presented his Veterans Emblem for 50 
years Masonic membership. He is seen here receiving the 
award from his father, Jack Clifford Austin, himself a 60-
year Mason. Both are past masters of Steele Creek 737.

 — Wray Moxley

AFGHANISTAN — Joshua 
Weaver is a member of Semper 
Fidelis 680 stationed in Afghanistan 
with the Second Marine Expedi-
tionary Force. He recently found 
himself meeting former British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair at his 
base. Blair posed for a photo with 
the sergeant.      — Howard Kahn
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Annual Communication is 
coming September 25–26.

page 1

Pig Jig packs them in
at NC Ag Fest.

page 5

Masonic news from
around the state.

Ric Car ter photo

pages 6 
& 8

St. John’s Day celebration 
returns to earlier era.

OXFORD — 2009 was a year for rethink-
ing the St. John’s Day celebration at the Ma-
sonic Home for Children. Without a volun-
teer to coordinate the long running event, the 
Home was forced to return the celebration to 
an earlier model without the parade and lunch 
under the oaks.

There was an early morning lodge meeting 
and a devotional service in the chapel. There 
were bouncing games for the children and 
booths with refreshments and trinkets to raise 
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St. John’s Day returns
to an earlier model

money for the individual cottages. Home grad 
Grand Master Dan Rice conducted a tour of the 
campus featuring many of his personal recollec-
tions of life at the Home. Guests had tours from 
the kids and enjoyed a lunch in the cafeteria.

Home Administrator Allen Hughes has a 
report f rom the new celebration in his col-
umn on page six of this issue of The North 
Carolina Mason. Special thanks go to Mack 
Sigmon of Catawba 248 for his pictures 
f rom St. John’s Day.

GM visits Fayetteville VA Health Center
FAYETTEVILLE — Grand Master Dan Rice visited the Fayetteville VA Hospital May 26 where he 

was greeted by hospital staff and volunteers of the the Masonic Service Association’s Hospital Visitation 
Program. Seen here, from left, are Marie Robinson-McLaughlin, associate chief, Patient Care Services/
Long-Term Care; John Lynch (Phoenix 8), retired MSA coordinator; Norma Fraser, chief of Voluntary 
Service; Claude Capps (Clifford Duel 756), MSA coordinator; Rosalyn Cole, associate director; Grand 
Master Dan Rice; Junior Grand Deacon Dalton Mayo; and Jim Hay (Stedman 730).        — Dalton Mayo
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Woodard turns 106
RALEIGH — At 106 years old, Macon Watson Woodard, center, is likely the oldest Mason in 

North Carolina. The Hiram 40 member was born the same year as powered flight, the World Series, 
Ford Motor Company, the teddy bear, and the Tour de France bicycle race. A group from Hiram Lodge 
went by to pay him a visit and present him a special commendation on his birthday. He became a Ma-
son in 1936. Woodard is seen here, center, with Chuck Henline (master of Hiram 40), left, and Frank 
Putney (Hiram 40’s oldest past master). Word is that Woodard was anxious to move things along with 
the visit — he was getting ready to drive over to see his girlfriend — really.	        — Tom Imler

T
he

 M
as

on
ic

 C
ar

ol
in

a 
Pi

g 
Jig

 w
as

 h
el

d 
in

 M
ay

 t
o 

its
 b

ig
ge

st
 a

tt
en

da
nc

e 
ev

er
.  

D
et

ai
ls

 o
f t

he
 b

ig
 b

ar
be

cu
e 

ev
en

t 
ar

e 
on

 p
ag

e 
on

e.


