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Lodge serves bikers on closed Main Street

MOUNT AIRY — Granite 322 held a Pancake, Sausage, and Gravy Breakfast on August 21| at
the North Carolina H.O.G. (Harley Owners Group) rally held being held here. Mt. Airy closed
Main Street on Friday morning as the lodge lined tables down the center of the street. Harley
Davidson motorcycles were parked down both sides of the street. Granite Lodge served 268
breakfast plates from 6:00 and 10:00 that morning. This was their second food fundraiser this year
for the Masonic charities. In March, they held their annual Country Ham & Egg breakfast. Twenty-
eight lodge members helped prepare and serve food. — Joe Arnder

Salisbury lodges have dinner together

SALISBURY — Gary Yost wanted to have an event during his year as master in Fulton 99 that
included both the town’s lodges. Yost is a dual member in Andrew Jackson 576 and a past master
there.Yost said,““l wanted to come up with something that our two sister lodges could do together
and include our entire Masonic families. | invited members, wives, family members, and ladies of
both lodges to attend a dinner at a local restaurant.” On July 30, 50 people enjoyed dinner together
at a local restaurant. None of them even had to stay late to clean up. — Gary S.Yost

OUTREACH, from page 7
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Masons entertain their softball team

WAYNESVILLE — Waynesville 259 sponsored a little league softball team this past season.
After the season, the lodge invited the girls and their parents to the lodge for a cookout to
meet and congratulate the team.The girls finished the season in second place and several of

the girls played with the all stars.

— Joel Chambers

BELL, from page 8

patriot troops melted down King George’s stat-
ue in New York.

As Excelsior 261 Brother David McKenzie
sounds his bagpipe, Mecklenburg-area chil-
dren will bring flowers to lay at the base of the
American Freedom Bell just outside the Char-
lotte Museum of History. Inside, a free reception
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.Mm., Friday, January 1, 2010,
will pay tribute to the largest ground-level bell

in the world: seven feet wide, seven feet deep,
and weighing seven tons — equivalent to 100
people. It’s to be one big photo opportunity.

A visit to the bell website, AmericanFreedom-
Bell.org, gives computer owners the chance to
ring the bell at any time, at any volume, and any
number of times.

The cost of manufacturing the bell was un-

derwritten by John Belk of Excelsior 261.

STATE, from page 3

Shallotte
The Boston Butt Sale at Shallotte 727 was set
for October 3. — James Robinson

Thomasville
Thomasville 214 was holding their Annual
Masonic Thanksgiving Banquet November 17.
They were honoring their lodge widows with a
traditional Thanksgiving meal. They were also
entertaining them with tribute to Elvis by Ki-
ley Holder. —Thomasville Lodge

Warsaw
Warsaw 677 held their Annual Pancake
Breakfast Saturday, November 7.
— Warsaw Lodge

Jacksonville
Semper Fidelis 680 is holding a lodge break-
fast each month. It runs from 8:00 to 9:00 A.Mm.
on third Saturday mornings.
Semper Fi’s annual barbecue fundraiser was
set for September 11. — Tvestle Board

Bailey
Marshall Brock Jr. made two wall plaques
for Bailey 411. The plaques will carry a name
plate for each past master of the lodge, dating
back to 1916. — Newsletter

Spencer
They've switched from pre-meeting meals to
after meeting refreshments at Spencer 543.
Their Annual Thanksgiving/Awards Dinner
was scheduled for November 24.
— On the Square

Manteo
Manteo 521 held their Past Masters’' Night Oc-
tober 3. They were presenting service awards the
same night. — More Light from Manteo Lodge

Green Level
Earlier this year, Green Level 277 named
Michael Prince a Secretary of Distinction for his
years of service to the lodge. — Stan Latta

Clayton
Chuck Coats rounded up a few friends to
take a motorcycle ride to the Masonic Home
for Children November 7. He didn't get as
many people as he wanted, but then, it was only
the first try. — Grover Dees

Black Mountain
'There are maintenance projects to be done at
Black Mountain 663, as in any lodge. They were
requesting volunteers to spray weeds, do some
gutter work, and exterior painting.

— The Traveling Trowel

Kenly
Kenly 257 held a Rusty Nail Degree in October.
That’s a time when men who haven't visited lodge
in a long while may reacquaint themselves with the
words and signs needed in lodge. — Grover Dees

Asheboro
Asheboro 699 was to hold an outdoor degree
October 24. They served breakfast at 9:00 a.M.
and started the degree at 10:00 A.m. They held it
at the Randolph County Shrine Club.
— Craig Russell

dential living. WhiteStone’s management team continues to work
hard on programs to make our residents more satisfied, After all,
that is what our mission is all about.

We also continue to work hard at maintaining the Masonic
culture of the community. The Eastern Star Chapter at the com-
munity which started last May continues to do really well and
currently have approximately 50 residents as members. We are
also hosting a Masonic luncheon on the first Tuesday of every
month, where approximately 30-35 brothers from the commu-
nity and local area meet, eat good food, and share fellowship with
one another. Finally, we host a weekly Masonic coffee club each
Friday morning as well. All of this is in conjunction with host-
ing various Masonic committee meetings and Wilkerson College,
and being a site for Past Masters night for local lodges etc. Whit-
eStone continues to try to give back to the Masonic fraternity
that has given so much over to us over the years.

There are exciting things we are planning for our future.

First is the future of our charity. We recognize at WhiteStone
that, particularly during these tough economic times, more of our
fraternal members are struggling to make ends meet, and we want
to help. As a result, we are now looking at ways to potentially
expand our charity with the hopes of becoming a truly state-wide
fraternal charitable organization, with the goal of continuing to
provide assistance to those in Greensboro, but also to extend our
charity, and make it more flexible and accessible to our brothers
and their families all across the state.

Earlier this year a special charity committee was established by
WhiteStone’s board of directors with the directive to begin to re-
search and build outreach programs that would extend charity. As
a result, the committee is working on three programs: The first is
a medical equipment loan program which would make equipment
such as scooters, motorized wheelchairs, hospital beds, walkers.
etc. available for loan to those fraternal members anywhere in the
state who needed them. When those people are done using them,
the equipment would be returned to WhiteStone and given to
another person for use down the road. WhiteStone already has in
its storage numerous pieces of equipment that are available, and
we are always accepting donations for more. Just as an example,
we recently received a beautiful walker from a neighbor of mine
that had hardly been used. I brought it in to work the next day.
Later on I ran into a resident and noticed that her walker was be-
ginning to look a little worn. This was the proud wife of a Mason
who never asked for much and was currently receiving financial
assistance. When I asked her whether she would be interested in
upgrading her walker her eyes lit up and said she would, as the one
she currently had was over ten years old and used by her husband.
When I delivered the new walker to her, you would have thought
I'd just given her the keys to a new car! Since then this widow has
thanked me several times. It is an example of the small difference

we can make in a person’s life simply by sharing that which we
already have. I am happy to announce that the program is now
in effect. We have printed posters with the toll-free number you
can call to access the program for a brother or family member you
know who needs a piece of medical equipment. We would also be
happy to get your donation.

A second program we are proud to announce is a toll-free hotline
that will make available to fraternal members and their families, ex-
perienced WhiteStone staff who can help access benefits through
Medicaid, Medicare, Home Health, and Veteran Affairs. We know
how tough accessing these bureaucratic systems can be, and our ex-
perienced staff can help navigate these systems and get people the
benefits they are entitled to in order to make their lives a little more
comfortable. The same toll-free phone will be used as the medical
equipment program. I encourage each lodge or district to pick up
the posters and take them back to your lodge to post.

The third program currently in development is an outreach
program that would provide financial assistance to fraternal
members in their own home and allow them to stay in their own
community. We know that there are people out there who perhaps
only need a few hundred dollars a month to meet their obliga-
tions. Rather than move them to Greensboro, we would like to set
up a system whereby WhiteStone can send funds on a monthly
basis to keep that person in their own home, where they have ac-
cess to their social support of family and friends. It is a more cost-
effective way of doing charity, allowing us to help more people
with the same amount of funds. While we are excited about the
potential of this program, we do not foresee it being implemented
for a few more years until such time as the amount of charity pro-
vided at WhiteStone decreases and sufficient systems can be put
in place, but it is an achievable goal that I believe will be the long
term future of our charity.

Finally, another project that illustrates the future of our com-
munity is our current expansion and development. We continue
to make progress on the $30-plus million expansion/development
plan for WhiteStone that will add 75 independent living units
as well as new common areas. We are currently about 30 percent
pre-sold. If all goes according to plan, we will begin renovation
work to our Linville building at the beginning of the new year.
New construction we hope to begin in late 2010 and complete
sometime in 2011, before our centennial anniversary in 2012.

On behalf of the residents at WhiteStone, we say, “Thank you,”
to all the Masonic members for your hard work fundraising and
for the continued financial support of our Masonic foundation.

I'd like thank the 12 brothers who serve on our Board and also
extend gratitude to Grand Master Rice for his dedicated service
over the past three years as chairman of our Board of Directors.
His leadership during WhiteStone’s most challenging period in
its long history has been irreplaceable, and he will be missed by

many, but most especially by me.

I encourage each and every one of you to visit the community
over the next year. We are all extremely proud of the work that we
do and love it when visitors stop by for a tour and to learn more
about their Masonic and Eastern Star Community. Again, we
offer our heartfelt gratitude to all of you for your dedicated efforts
on behalf of the Home. We appreciate so much all that you do.
God bless all of you.

If you have any questions or need more information about
the home, feel free to call me at (336) 547-2992 or email me
at <mkolada@liveatwhitestone.org>. On behalf of the residents,
staff, and family at WhiteStone, we wish everyone a Happy and
Healthy Holiday Season.

WWhiteStone

A MASONIC & EASTERN STAR
COMMUNITY EsT. 1912

Need Assistance ?
WhiteStone Can Help!

WhiteStone’s Outreach Program is a statewide
program designed to help North Carolina Masons
and Eastern Star Members or their family
get the assistance they need.

We can help you with the loan of  Help you access community
Medical Equipment Health & Social Services such as
* Canes * Affordable Housing Options

* Wheelchairs * Medicare/Medicaid Benefits

- OR *

* Scooters * Support Groups

* Walkers ‘ * In Home Assistance

WhiteStone’s Toll Free Helpline:

1-877-784-9309

WhiteStone: A Masonic and Eastern Star Community
700 S. Holden Road
Greensboro, NC 27407
www.LiveatWhiteStone.org
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By Allen Hughes
Administrator

Masonic Home for
Children at Oxford

As we go through the feasting and celebrations of Thanksgiv-
ing and approach the Christmas holidays, it is a good time to
reflect on the things for which we are thankful and to consider
opportunities to assist the less fortunate. These two holiday peri-
ods generally are filled with family get-togethers and sharing with
others. This time of the year, the Christmas season especially, is a
time when those less fortunate are often reminded they will not
be able to share the joy others will experience. Fortunately, many
people make a charitable contribution during this holiday season
to bring some hope and cheer to others in need. A large major-
ity of the donations and individual gifts to our children’s home
are received the last few weeks of the year. But, the need exists
throughout the year, not just when we typically share our gifts.

Thankfully, many of our donors share their time and resources
throughout the year to brighten the lives of our children. The do-
nations and activities provided and sponsored throughout the year
by numerous Masonic lodges, individuals, and businesses make

Gardening shed for the girls

Noting the Home for Children’s needs list, Granville 380,
with a generous donation from Stock Building Supply of Youngs-
ville, built and donated a storage building. Knowing the girls of
Jefcoat Cottage’s love of gardening and landscaping, Jim Lanore,
the members of the Lodge, and some employees of Stock Build-
ing Supply built the shed.They delivered it in early May.

The North Carolina Mason

BENEATH THE OAKS

You make a difference

it possible for our children to enjoy experiences they otherwise
would not have had. To attempt to recognize by name all the do-
nors and special activities would take more space than I have here
and may detract from the significance of the gifts. Also, by col-
lectively thanking our donors I can avoid inadvertent omissions.
While many of the activities involve all the children, many others
are limited to smaller, age-appropriate, and manageable groups.
We make special efforts to ensure that all the children have an
equal chance to enjoy different experiences. Throughout the year,
several Masonic lodges and civic groups prepare or cater meals for
the children, and some throw in extra entertainment, gifts, and
activities. Church groups, youth clubs, and individuals share in
games, crafts, and recreational activities with the children. Many
of our children are given the opportunity to attend college foot-
ball and basketball games, Carolina Panthers football and Caro-
lina Hurricanes hockey events, and Durham Bulls and Carolina
Mudcats baseball games. Most get to visit the State Fair.

Our children are treated to many activities oft campus as well.
A few lodges and Eastern Star groups take children from one or
two of the cottages to eat at a local restaurant or at their lodge.
Groups are hosted on camping, fishing, and beach trips; others at-
tend Camp Rainbow or leadership training at Valley Forge, cour-
tesy of the National Sojourners. Some of our children have gotten
a “taste of luxury” as they were chauffeured in a limousine to a Val-
entine’s Day dinner or to dinner and dance for their Junior-Senior
Prom Night, courtesy of Masonic groups. Many lodges contribute
for travel, admission fees, food, and sometimes lodging to visit
amusement parks, water parks, the zoo, movies, motor sports, and
snow skiing. Many of the trips are too expensive an undertaking
for one lodge, but when several pool their resources the result is a
wonderful experience for the children. Charity motorcycle rides
culminating on campus, as well as in other parts of the state, have
provided significant contributions to the Home. Several Masonic
Lodges and the alumni of the Home have organized golf tourna-
ments which have been successful fundraisers.

Not all the gifts are for the entertainment of the children. A
couple of lodges and business volunteers have donated workdays
on campus to erect playground equipment, clean and repair grills,
plant flowers and shrubs, paint and spruce up the picnic area and
gym, and install new equipment. The workdays have added to the
care and maintenance of the campus and facilities while giving
the volunteers a chance to interact with our children and staff.
A couple of Brothers and friends frequently bring donations of
fruits and vegetables, bread, other food items, and general sup-
plies. For years, live Christmas trees have been donated for the
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homes. The in-kind gifts help support the children and are impor-
tant because they help offset operating expenses.

All this shows the Masonic Home for Children has a wonder-
tul support base to provide for the needs, well-being, and happi-
ness of our children. More important, most of our donors who
sponsor the activities are willing to coordinate their support and
activities with the schedule of other activities for the children. As
nice as it is to have a lot for the children to do, it also is desirable
to let them have some time to themselves just to do what children
like to do. While we keep asking you to visit the Home and the
children, we also will try to coordinate the visit to make it enjoy-
able for you and the children.

Let me regress to the holidays. All our children would fall in
the “less fortunate” category, so it is important that we do what we
can to make the holiday period pleasant for them. Part of the pro-
cess involves coordinating gifts so all the children in each group
receive gifts of their choosing, but of similar value, and something
they can enjoy while trying to prevent a child from receiving two
or three of the same item. Another important challenge is to en-
sure that the children who are unable to spend the time with fam-
ily have enjoyable activities during the holidays. Again this year,
we have a major sponsor for all the homes to buy Christmas gifts
for each individual child and larger gifts for their home, and we
have sufficient activities and outings available during the holidays
for the children who will be on campus. We try to set reasonable
limits on the value of gifts to avoid extravagance and not slight
any child. At the same time, each sponsor is given a recommended
price range so there will be equity among the homes.

We occasionally receive more gifts than we can appropriately
use for our children, and we usually are able to give these to other
groups needing support. We also encourage groups and individu-
als who wish to give presents for the children to purchase gift
cards which can be used later. Such gifts help extend the joy well
beyond the holidays. If you or your Lodge members offer to send
Christmas gifts for some of the children and we don’t seem to be
excited by the offer, please understand that we are trying to treat
all the children fairly. A gift that can be given for a birthday or
an occasion other than Christmas is just as important and often
means more to the children that someone remembers them on
their special day.

Enjoy your holidays and know that the children at MHCO
are blessed that you care. Thank you for all you do. As we
face probably an even more financially challenging year ahead,
please help spread the giving spirit throughout the year to
help care for the children.

WELCOME OUR NEW BROTHERS

B Johnny Mack Godley ~ 158.......ccccceuueeee Ronald Wayne Seeberg ~ 348........cccceeee. Jeremy Michael Laton ~ 532........... Douglas Alan Walter Rembisz ~ 688.......... Michael Salvatore DiFrancesco
B Matthew Cramer Grady =~ 162.........ccccccuvueeenee Ralph David Nixon =~ 356.....cccccccciuunenne Gregory Albert Davis  532.....ccccccciiiiiinnnne Jason David Wise Brandon Lee Bridges
Christopher Ryan Muse Jamison Morgan Roe . Daniel Monroe Dixon ...5cott Lauchlin McLaurin ....Timothy James Wood
............................. William Kirk Bobbitt ~ 162........................Jason Douglas Stewart ceveveveeeessnne. Mark Edward Eaker  544......................Ronald Ernest Downer ~ 692.......................... Fernando Raul Ycaza
...................................... Gary M. Hallett ~ 162....................... Benjamin Eric Stinson Timothy James Hawkins ~ 544.............Michael Cornell Underdown ~ 6%4............................. Clem Flemon Ellis
..... Kristofer Sagan Norris ~ 172....... ... Thomas Leslie Collins weeveeeeeeen Tony Leon Hoilman  552........ccocccuceveueeneee. Keith Alan Koch 694 .... Ray Franklin Johnson

..... Theophilos John Pryor  181....... ..... John Grayson Ballard coeeeereeeee. Curtis Mack Queen  555...... .... William Earl Spivey ~ 694.. ...... Bryan Ceciel Patraw

...... ...Mariano Quinata Quinata  181.................... Patrick Ronald Dunning woeeeeeeeee.Shawn Michael Lyon  562...... ...Donovan Todd Matthews  695.. ......James Durant Foster Jr.
B William George Ross Jr.  188................... Thomas Alexander Dixon  359...c.cccccvuiucunnce William Joshua Ward =~ 562...................... Stephen Forrest Sawyer  699........cccoeeeeee Timothy Lendis Hayes
Bttt Ness William Lee Van ~ 188....... ....Jason Robert Gilliland ~ 363.....ccccouvveueuenen Jason Douglas Hatfield ~ 563.........cccccoviinnnnne. Billy Shane Nealey ~ 701........ccccceveeee. Josh Randall Williams
27 e Mark Alan Carr 188..cccviiiiiiiinene Joshua Carliss Parrish Samuel Gregory Hinnant ~ 564...................... John Edward Harris 111 et George Louis Miller Jr.
3l Billie C. Stout I~ 188.......cccuvuee Dennis Micheal Spinks ~ 363.......ccccccceuiuiuninne David Baxter Searcy ~ 564.................. Thomas James Marshburn ~ 703............c...... William Henry Smith III
32 Jeffrey Keith Canipe  198......cccccevviinncaee Kevin Duane Johnson =~ 384..........ccccccc..... Edward Alden Mason ~ 565........cccccceueeine Adam Cayton Bynum  703.........ccccccceeiine, Jamie Ryan Springer
32... ...Darryl Ethan Faust II Russell Evans Beam .. James Walter Rutherford Gary Paul Henderson <evereneneee. David Christopher Wheeler
39 Brian David Harrell  202........ccccoviiiiiiinnnne. Billy Dean Byers  395......cccccevuunee. Richard Darrell Bodine ~ 571.........ccccccoeue Michael Andrew Laws ~ 708.........cccccoeee Carter Eugene Adkins
39 i Brian Mitchell Lockwood ~ 202..........ccceueee Wilson Scott Trammel ~ 395......cccoeueunnee Buck Stone Honeycutt  573.......cccccoiennnee William Riley Cotton ~ 708............c........ Garrett Brandon Beaver
LK J SN Keith Alan Sadler  205......ccccovenvenennene Brian Sanders Carey ~ 395......cccccvuviiuene. John Cameron Poland ~ 573......ccccviviiininninnne. Brian Keith Wolfe ~ 708.......ccccceceenee Philip Whit Covington
58 i John Felton Hale ~ 205....... ....Joseph Wright Carey IV 397.......cccccceiiinn, Jeremy Shane Briggs  576.....cccccccuviiiniiiinne. Brian Lucien Bellis ~ 708.......cccccovviinnnn. Scott Thomas Grady
64 Eric Forbes  205.....ccccoiiiiiinins Byron Eugene Falls  397........ccccc.c... Benjamin Aaron Tipton  576...... ...Robert William Pegram III .. ... Samuel Clarence Losew
ST Kevin Jon Jungman = 205........cccoviiiiiinnnne. Robert C. Furr 404.......cccciiiinnne David Wayne Bass ~ 576...........c..c...... William Steven Wright ~ 708...........ccccccoeeee Kyle Stephen Weaver
L TR James Wayne Belcher  214.......cccceeiie, Jessie Allen Reynolds ~ 404...........cccceeenee Zachery Shane Lewis  583...... ... Christopher Lee Harrelson ~ 708................ Jordan Matthew Whichard
76 Daniel Adam Boyd — 218.........cccccceee Robert Ashley Capps Gene Wayne McIntyre Jr.  583......cccccveenee Curtis Harvey Hawkins ~ 709........ccccocceeeee. James Omer Ballard Jr.
53 IS David McKinley Andrews Jr.  218.....ccciiiiinne. Jeffery Scott Johnson ~ 407.......ccccceeueunens Austin Allen Freeman =~ 583.................. Ryan Gayle Holsopple Jr.  713......cccccccuiiinnne Michael Gene Rhyne
153 DR William Henry Batchelor  218..........cccceeeeee. Sharl Taron Whitaker  407......cccccocueenees David Wilson Stephens  583................... Gary Theodore McDaniel =~ 719................... Lonnie Wayne Lassiter 11
81.... Brian Andrew Higgins Edward Frank Spain ~ 409.... Donnie Landon Allred Joseph Russell Nobles — 723.... .... Matthew Edward Bradley
153 SRR Franklyn Lee Higgins ~ 230.......cccccceceee. William Thomas Jenkins =~ 409.........ccccccceueenne David Michael Cook ~ 59%4.......ccccceueenee Jeremy Dwayne Busby ~ 723..........ccccceee. Raymond Curtis Eure
153 R Jeremy Scott Howard ~ 230........cccoevueeee Michael Fraser Watson ~ 409.................... Christopher David Davis ~ 594.......ccccovviiinnnen. Dana Quin Shatley = 727......c.cccccvvvieinnnee John Philip Callison
Bl Kyle Lee Koonce ~ 243....... .... Gary Christopher Johnson =~ 409..........ccccc...... Geoffery Clifton Elliott  595......cccccvvivinnnnee Jeffrey Brant Beaman ~ 727.. ...Mitchell Wayne Dowless
81.... ....Edgar Earl Mills ~ 248.........ccceeuee. Richard Mark Brittain =~ 409........ccccovivinnee. George Ray Maness  595.......ccccccueenee. Thomas Casey Knowles  727.......ccccccviiiinnnen. Bryan Cody Long
153 SO Keith Alexander Mills =~ 248.........cccccoiiinins Travis Willis Lance ~ 409... William Brent McDonald ~ 595........ccccvviaenee David Charles Powell ~ 727...........ccccccoee. Bradley David Norris
Bl Kevin Earl Mills  248.......cccccvvvinnaee Howard Lee Osborne  409........cccccvvvinnnnnne Austin Gray Wood ~ 602........cccccvuiuiiiiiinnnnne, Justin David Ellis ~ 731....cccccoiiiiiinne Noel Van Gilmore
81.... ....Nicholas Wayne Norris ~ 248..........cccccceuinne Mark William Phelan ~ 423.............c....... Timothy Marion Joines ~ 606...........cccoccu..c. Randall Lee Henderson ~ 733.. ....Justin Michael Crawn
83 e Timothy Brian Abbey ~ 249........ccccceuvveaeee Kenneth Duane Scott  429.......cccoeveinees James Lee Stolarczyk — 606...... ...Derrick Chad Houston ~ 733.......ccccccceeunies IV Daniel Clay Stoner
83 e Steven David Antwine  249.......ccccocvvenne. Thomas Darryl Taylor ~ 446...................... Troy Justin Hornberger = 616.......cccccuvuicueunicucnnnaes John Seth Perry ~ 735................ Wade Alexander Vandiford
83 Paul Anthony Crawford Jr.  249.........ccccceeis James Timothy Tippett =~ 446.................... Aaron Matthew Johnson  616...........c.ccoe.c. Benjamin Lee Puckett = 736......cccccciiiiiiininne Ferdinand Alago Jr.
. Aaron Robert Kinsley ~ 249.................... John Lewis Weathers Jr.  446.... David Mitchell Mears Dalton Mack Jordan ~ 736....... Trent Brachus Melville Meadows
Dustin Edward Kirby Charles Joseph McNally =~ 453.........ccccccceee William David Thomas ~ 626.............. Christopher Lynn Newsome ~ 737.......ccccccvuvnncee John Frederick Foster

............................. Grady L. Nichols IIT ~ 262................. Ralph Edward Ashburn Jr. ~ 454....................Michael Wayne Deason = 626........................James Mark O’'Daniel =~ 737.................... Richard Carl Gelsomino
83............... Jonathan Christopher Snyder  262...................... Michael Everett Austin =~ 473......cccccocueuininnnne Steven Swain Myers ~ 626...... ....James Robert Shaffner ~ 738.......ccccccceenie. William Shane Fields
90 Bobby James Cherry Jr.  262.......ccccccccuiiiinns Jordan Mikeal Clark ~ 474........cccceeeeies Bradley Hall Rountree  626.........cccccooeiueunnes Joseph Evan Staton  738.......ccccccueuene Randy Scott Hathcock
....Robert Franklin Carter Jr. = 263...cccccovevrinennennne Robert Johnston IV 474.................. Harrell Eugene Walters II ~ 634...... ....George Andrew Fafoulas ~ 739..........cc.cc..... Thomas Orlando Evans

Harley Lee Mehaffey Jr.  263....... ... Jonathan Chad Propst ~ 475............ Alexander Nathaniel Durland ~ 634........................ Robert Linley McCoy  739......cccccuvuvunnne David Oliver Harmon

....... William James Fox ~ 263....... <eseeeeeee. Charles David Ross  482... weeeeeeenen. Billy Herbert Jackson — 643...... ... Thomas Earl Smith ~ 739.. creerenee. David Paul Hux

........ Preston Dale Mason ~ 263....... ..... Kenneth Shane Towery — 482...............................John Rolla Kinard ~ 646...... ........Richard Lynn Shaw  741.... .......Brandon Corey Styron

....................... Matthew Allen Wesley ~ 265............................ Chad Martin Boger =~ 483............................. Bobby Lee Billings ~ 646....................... George Garrett Smith ~ 742.................... Charles David Chalmers
...................... Thomas Welling Barrett ~ 265.......................... Darren Gilbert Boles  483......................Reggie Eugene Prevette ~ 646......... Donnie Mitchell Williamson Jr. ~ 742.......................... Robert Walter Deese
Benjamin Lee Brooks Jr. Allen Lee Cline Jr.  483.... Dahl Jerome Tritt Jr.  650..c.cccivirenieieierenene Alan Barton Wray Robert Bradley Orr

.......................... Ryan Nathaniel Daw ~ 265.................c.c......... Robert John Kassel ~ 484.....................Felice Antonio Schillaci ~ 657.................... Benjamin Farabee Taylor ~ 742.......................Lenzy Clayton Vibbert
109........ Gregory Augustin Goolishian Jr.  265......cccccccviiiiininine. Dean Plott Miller  4971.....cccocooiiiiennnns James Bradley Parker ~ 657...........cccccc.. Randy Lee Troutman ~ 743.........cccccuc. Joshua David Alexander
109 Barry Dean Lawrence ~ 267....... ...Christopher John Landreth ~ 491.................... Matthew Everette Taylor ~ 663...... ... Paul Douglas Morrow  743.......ccccccvoiiiinnnes Tyler Kevin Stevens
112 Troy Gray Lee  272....... .... Matthew Quinton Maness ~ 492.......ccccccciuinnnne. Mark Antony Bare  669.......cccovviviiiiiinnnne. Gerard Clapso  744......cccooviiinnnnne Cody Stuart Allen
114.... ...Charles Howard Britt  272......ccccccceiviiinnnnn. Archie Lee Martin =~ 492.....ccccceviinnnnnnn. Daniel Vance Barnes  670.........ccocueunee. Phillip Keith Ramsey =~ 744.........cccccccceeuine Henry Forest Horne
114, David Ray Cook  272.....cccvviiiiinnns Brandon Alan Sams ~ 492... Jason Matthew Broadway — 674..................... Matthew Shelton Ashby ~ 744................... Gregory Steven Mclntyre
1 Scott Elliott Nims  282...c.coveveevieienne Bruce Arthur Jantella  493.....ccoeineinene Fred Carlisle Atwell Jr.  674.cccvveenneee Luke Joseph Boudreault ~ 746.............cccc....... John Kevin Antonson
..... ...Bradley Oliver Thompson II ~ 283..........................David Gary Faulkner ~ 4%.....................David Michael Christiec = 674.................. Kenneth Chaite Kaufman ~ 750.... ......Richard Owen Clayton
......................... Kevan Delany Frazier ~ 283............Christopher Wayne Hamilton ~ 500.....................Elmer Hubbard Gibson ~ 676.............................. Jason Liam Dorn ~ 750.......................... Jason Dwayne Gullie
............................. Peter Bohdan Hura Darrel Luther Clemmons ~ 500...........................Dennis James Lee Jr. ~ 676............................. Andrew Ray Heim ~ 750................... Tommy Joe McCorkle Jr.
Archie Alden Huskins  289....ccccccvvveiivcnnnneiccennnn Gil Gendel  500.... Randy Alan Mason Luis Albeiro Loaiza ... Jeremy Edward McFalls
............................... Perry Allen James ceveveveesssssseneeneeens Bryan Cole Lee  500..........ccccceeeeeeeeee. Ryan Leslie Page  676................... Joshua Hamilton Rimany ~ 750........................Michael Gene Painter
122, Jonathan Kelley Whitehead ~ 293..........cccceeunies George Edward Cole  502.......cccccccvuiinnnnee Johnny Michael Hull = 676...........ccccccuceee Steven Caroll Seiler 751 Jonathan Neil Bailey
125 Jacob Wade Giddens — 293.....ccccveivecnnencnnne Jerry Scott Griffith ~ 502.......cccoeneeeee Dennis Dale Weaver Jr.  680......ccccverieeineerennn Travis Lee Adkins ~ 752...cccceeeee Walter Harrison Craver 111
125 e, Jeremy Lee Hudson =~ 293........ccccovvieene. Jacob Weston Reeley  505............. Robert Francis Laiweneek IIT  680..........ccoevvueeee. Stephen Alan Farage  752.....cccciinene. Andrew Stewart Eads
125, Jason Kenneth Thornton ~ 293......cceeueurnnen. Lance Jerome Stewart ~ 505.....ccceceveereeeennnnes Joshua Aaron Poole  680.......cccceeeieeeenuenene Roy Daniel Jaquez ~ 752.....cccccviiiiiiiniiicinnne. Steven Ray Tesh
126 Daniel Scott Powell ~ 293........cccccvueee. David Eugene Turner ~ 505.......ccccccceuiiinne Larry Gene Wright I 680.......cccccooviiinnes Brent Foster Keelan ~ 757.. .... William Paul Baker
127 e Justin Alan Saunders  300............... Christopher David Edwards ~ 515.....ccccciiinnee. Michael Eric Broome  680...... ...Andrew Robert Spacth ~ 757.....ccccccoiinnnnn. Phillip Wayne Berry
134 Bradley Davis Blackwelder ~ 301......cccccccciiiiiinins Roger Dean Powell ~ 515.................... Chad Stephen Carpenter ~ 683...... .. Mitchell Thomas Pruitt =~ 757....cccccocvinnnnnn. Jeremiah Everett Buff
134 Darby William Correll = 302.......ccccceuvuennene Matthew James Noel ~ 515.....cccccciiiiiiiinnnne. Andson Certain =~ 685......ccccceuvvvivinnnn. Jon Tyler Chadwick ~ 759......cccccueuueee Benjamin Lanier Hobbs
136..cceiiciiine Lindberg Charles Meeks  304.........ccccceueeee Deral Wayne Raynor IT 515.......cccciiiiiiininine. Donald Ross Ellis ~ 685............... Joseph Feighner Johnston Jr.  759......cccccciiiiiinns Samuel Ryan Hobbs
Tommy Ray Smith .... Marion Clifton Durden Jr.  515.... Robie Alan Matheson Patrick Christopher Morton ....Clair David Anthony St.

Justin Karr Conley ~ 314................. Jonathan Michael Herring ~ 515.......cccccciinne Cedron Scott Shirley ~ 686...........c.co.c. Charles Drew Edwards Richard Stanley Wasson

........................... Brian Emery Walker ~ 317........................Scot Robert Hardwick ~ 517................... Harrison Edward Barkley cevevevevsissesnnenene. Daniel Lee Stephens  759................ Marcus Bradford Whitman
............. Rory Justin Byers ~ 322....... .....John Douglas Arnette ~ 517... <eeene.. James Robert Corbitt I11 Thomas Gilmore Stephens Jr.  763.. <eeeeeeee. Timothy Jason Connor

Stephen Eugene Lane  339......cccccviiinne. Robert Dale Dover  521.......ccccccceueuines Bruce Alan Copeland ~ 687..........cccccueune Christian Ellis Farrell ~ 763.......cccccooiinnne. Jonathan Lee Gonia

............. Eric Lane Teague  344..............Clifford Longworth Michael =~ 527...........................Jimmie Dail Aycock seveveveeee. Douglas Marion Rowland Jr.  763.. ceveveveeeen.Joshua Lee Mize

James Harold Clark Jr.  348.....cccciveiniiinene John Christian Hall = 527....cccceiniineine. Lonnie Keith Wells  688.......cccccceueuennne. Charles Thomas Clink ~ 763.. .... Marcus Tyler Strickland

763 eeeieeeeeeeiereenenns John Daniel Tadlock
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By Mark Kolada

Administrator

WhiteStone

Apologies to all the Brothers who attended Grand Lodge in
September and have heard this annual report already. For those
of you who were not able to attend Annual Communication or
will not have a chance to read the Proceedings, below is a copy
WhiteStone’s annual report to Grand Lodge:

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Distinguished members of
the Grand Lodge of North Carolina, fellow Brothers:

I am pleased to report that our 97-year-old community in
Greensboro is steadily improving on all fronts. In 2008, after years
of financial challenges, WhiteStone achieved its goal of getting
into the black and reported a small profit of $82,000, primarily
due to consistently high occupancy, qualifying more of our subsi-
dized nursing home residents on Medicaid, and continuing to be
diligent about expense control. As a result of our efforts, despite
the economy, we have also successfully increased our cash flow by
$1.3 million. It feels good to be putting money back in the bank
rather than always taking it out. So far in 2009, our positive fis-
cal trends have continued with our net operating income ahead
of budget by approximately $200,000 and in the black by over
$500,000. Looking forward to 2010, our fiscal goal is to be sub-
stantially in the black to the point where we will not have to rely
on donations as part of our ongoing revenue and to have WhiteS-

DEEP RUN — Pleasant Hill 304 presented two Veteran’s Emblems for 50 years membership
on October 3. Lodge Master Raymond Turner, left, is sen here congratulating Lynwood Earl Smith,
center, and Johnnie Sheppard Jr., right.

MOUNT OLIVE — Mount Olive 208 welcomed another
member of the Daniels family to its lodge September | when
they initiated Tim Daniels, center. He is seen here with his father
Craig Daniels while being congratulated by Mount Olive Master
Willie Ray Starling. — Trestle Board

FARMINGTON —W/illiam L. Brock, left, recently received
his Veteran’s Emblem for 50 years of Masonic membership.
Master J. Yoman Smith (right) presented the award to the

Farmington 265 member. — Craig P. Steelman
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Outreach programs introduced

tone self-sustaining on its own operating revenue.

As our financial situation improves, it has allowed our chari-
table mission at WhiteStone to remain strong and generous.
WhiteStone currently serves over 270 residents, of which about
25% require some sort of financial subsidy. Of these 68 current
residents, 41 were Masonic affiliated and 27 are sponsored by an
Eastern Star Chapter. In 2008, the cost of our charity remained
stable and was approximately $1.8 million. WhiteStone collected
close to $1.4 million in contributions, of which Masons gave more
than $537,000. We are extremely grateful for your continued fi-
nancial support. Please know that 100% of your contributions
directly go to support our Brothers and their family, assisting with
their expenses such as room and board, medical supplies, medica-
tions, and other medical bills.

I do want to recognize several lodges which continue to con-
tribute more than $25 per member to WhiteStone. These distin-
guished lodges are: William T. Bain 231, Temple 676, Raleigh
500, Clemmons 755, Bula 409, Semper Fidelis 680, Pilot 493,
Selma 320, Kilwinning 64, Fellowship 687, Mill Creek 125, Cary
198, Vandora 745, Casar 579, Garner 701, Green Level 277, Je-
rusalem 95, Henry F. Grainger 412, Millbrook 97, Mingo 206,
Ararat 558, Archer 165, Long Creek 205, James B. Green 735,
Wilson 712, Creedmoor 499, Statesville 27, Person 113, Hiram
40, John H. Mills 624, and Andrew Jackson 576.

We congratulate these lodges on their leadership, hard work,
and dedication toward the WhiteStone charity. In addition to the
financial contributions, we are also very fortunate to have lodges

— Rick Stroud

WASHINGTON — Washington 675 celebrated its Past Mas-
ters’ and Ladies’ Night October 30.They enjoyed bluegrass music
from Crossroads and a slide show about the history of Masonry
in North Carolina. Two members were on hand to get their ser-
vice awards. Left is Dallas Jackson, who got his Veterans’ Emblem
for 50 years membership. John Morgan, right, (retired register of
deeds for Beaufort County) was honored with his Diamond Ju-
bilee Award for 60 years membership.VWashington Lodge Master
Jack Smiley, center, presented the awards.

FAYETTEVILLE — Ft. Bragg 667 Master Mart Lewis, right,
recently visited the home of Charles A. Norris, left, to present his
Veteran’s Emblem for 50 years membership. ~ — John Franklin
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which volunteer at the community, whether its putting on the Sun-
day afternoon service to entertain our residents or in the instance
of members of Gate City Lodge in Greensboro, who every Friday
continue to have several members stop by and perform odd jobs for
our residents such as fixing computers or moving furniture among
other things. We are extremely grateful for this support as well.

Going forward, the level of charity the Home continues to pro-
vide, will be dependent on the amount of donations it receives. In
other words, the more donations we receive, the more charity we
can provide. Know that every day, your dollars make a profound
impact the lives of our Brothers and their family at WhiteStone.

But it’s not only about dollars and cents at WhiteStone. We are
working hard to continue to make improvements in the services
and amenities offered. We make investments in needed capital
improvements to our Home. Over the past year we have reno-
vated the historic Latham building, replaced carpet in our nursing
home, and made necessary repairs to our historic chapel.

At WhiteStone, we also continue to focus on resident satis-
faction or, as I like to call it, “keeping our residents happy.” It’s a
tough job. Some days we do a better job than others, but our com-
mitment is unwavering. I am pleased to report that earlier this
year we received the results of the bi-annual resident satisfaction
survey with overall satisfaction increasing from 67% in 2006 to
88% in 2008. Areas showing substantial improvement included
food, resident communication, care and wellness center, and resi-

see OUTREACH, page 5

DEEP RUN — Four Dia-
mond Jubilee Awards were
handed out October 3 at
Pleasant Hill 304. Lodge Mas-
ter Raymond L.Turner Jr. pre-
sented the awards. Seen here,
from left, presenter Turner,
Vance Leslie Harper, Robert
Leo Harper, Ethro Dail Hill,
and Rupert Shelton Rhodes.

— Rick Stroud

RALEIGH — The DeMolays held an induction ceremony in Raleigh on October 10. Pictured
above are the seven new DeMolays who joined along with those participating on the induction
team. One of the boys who joined was the son of Sean Hughes, a member of St. John’s |, who is
leading efforts to start a new DeMolay Chapter in Wilmington. After the ceremony, the DeMolays
finished off the day with a disc golf tournament.

— Frank Silber, NC DeMolay Executive Officer

Ric Carter photo

HERTORD — Cecil Winslow spent more than 35 years as
secretary of Perquimans 106. At the lodge’s October |3 Ladies’
Night Banquet, his lodge saluted Winslow, naming him a Secre-
tary of Distinction, a special honor from lodges to accomplished
secretaries. Winslow is a past master of the lodge as well as a
past district deputy grand master. A lodge member said, “Cecil
Winslow is and lives what Masonry is all about; he is and has been
a Guiding Light in Masonry for many.” Seen here are, from left,are
Secretary Paul Gregory, Winslow, and Master Jeff Perry.

— Paul Gregory

ELIZABETHTOWN — Red Springs 501’s John H. Creech was
recently presented hisVeteran’s Emblem saluting his 50 years Ma-
sonic membership. An active Mason, the retired North Carolina
Highway Patrol trooper described his life in Masonry as “a long
and adventure-filled journey... filled with many happy and fulfill-
ing moments.” Creech is seen here, center, receiving the award
from 8% District Deputy Grand Master Gary C. Bass, left, and

Red Springs 501 Master Norman White. — Ken Pervine
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Charlotte celebrating Masonic history

at Alexander House and Freedom Bell

Alexander House and
CMH link to Masonic ties

By Walter Klein

CHARLOTTE — New revelations are spreading the frater-
nal fame of the Hezekiah Alexander homesite in Charlotte.

As a result, the Charlotte Museum of History now welcomes
Masons with an enthusiasm unmatched since its 1774 opening as
a combined lodge meeting hall and residence of the 13 members
of Charlotte’s largest family.

Publication of “The Hezekiah Alexander House — a Guide
for Freemasons” will herald unprecedented Masonic activity at the
Charlotte Museum of History which is charged with protecting
the region’s oldest building and honoring its rich Masonic History.

The illustrated story will have its own website Alexander-
Homesite.org with Douglas Spicer of Excelsior 261 as webmaster.
It will be available as a hard-copy publication as well.

Mary Davis Smart, president of the museum, is inviting all
Masons — individually and as lodges — to regularly visit and use
the Hezekiah Alexander Homesite, the American Freedom Bell,
and the Charlotte Museum of History “in the spirit of the sacred
Masonic history of their location” at 3500 Shamrock Drive.

Mecklenburg Masonic leaders made history at that stone house
the afternoon of September 19,2004, when they signed their own
declaration that forever ended 230 years of bickering over the au-
'| 5 thenticity of the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence. The
- | £ argument, begun by no less than Thomas Jefferson, threw doubt
&4 2‘ on that document but never on the Masons who signed it. It took
| < all those years for the people to wake up to the fallacy of ques-
4 é tioning the honesty of a document while never questioning the
& honesty of its signers.

Ric Carter photo

_ v e

. _/EN ~
Duell Lodge gets
o o o
national recognition
WINSTON-SALEM — Fayetteville’s Clifford Duell 756
was named a winner of the Masonic Service Association’s Mark
Twain Masonic Awareness Award this year. The award recog-
nizes “demonstrated exemplary work in constructing a positive
Masonic identity within the lodge and for the local community.”
Twenty-four lodges in 17 states were honored in 2009.

Grand Master Dan Rice presented the award to Duell Master
James Baker at Annual Communication in September.

on

toillustrat

Freedom Bell to celebrate
tenth birthday

By Walter Klein

CHARLOTTE — New Years Day 2010 will see crowds sur-
rounding the American Freedom Bell and the Charlotte Museum
of History as they celebrate the famous bell’s tenth birthday.

Conceived by NC Masons, its cornerstone laid by two grand mas-
ters and initiated by former Governor James G. Martin and Char-
lotte Mayor John Belk, both Masons, the American Freedom Bell
has been the focus of attention by tens of thousands of visitors.

That’s just the beginning, according to its Netherlands manu-
facturer, who predicts a life of 5,000 years of ringing true.

The Liberty Bell, today silent in Philadelphia, was rescued by
two Charlotte Masons from sure meltdown by British troops
during the Revolutionary War. Father and son Thomas Polk and
William Polk, leaders of early Charlotte, secretly transported the
first national treasure to an Allentown, Pennsylvania church just
before enemy troops approached to melt it into bullets the way

see BELL, page 5

In this issue of

The North Carolina Grand Lodge formally met within the
Hezekiah Alexander house at 4:00 p.m., November 5, 1999, for
the purpose of dedicating the site of the American Freedom Bell
nearby. Grand masters of both white and black North Caro-
lina Masonic orders were present as former Governor James G.
Martin led them.

Is treasure — Masonic or otherwise — hidden next to the
Hez House cornerstone? Thermal images were made May 21-23,
2000, by a Kenner, Louisiana, firm which reported a suspected
cavity in the southwest corner of the Hez House. The thermal
imaging project also revealed two possible blacksmith shops (Hez
was a blacksmith), smokehouses, a possible 120-foot tunnel, two
outbuildings, a wagon road, possible cistern, carriage turnaround,
and unmarked graves. The tunnel was supposedly dug as an escape
route, first from Indians — there were 5,000 of them living on the
nearby river — and later from the British enemy.

What makes the house a national Masonic treasure is the
many signs and symbols all over it. It is clear Hez used his house
to examine men seeking to meet with brother Masons inside.
Example: two balls and a cane. It is now known Hez used his
blacksmithing tools to chip out symbols of a trowel, square-and-
compasses and all the other Masonic designs today decorating
his unique “palace.”

NORTH CAROLINA

Sanford Lodge
weathers disaster

SANFORD — When torrential rains passed through North
Carolina November 11, the downpour overwhelmed the drainage
of the flat roof on Sanford 151’s home. The weight of the water
build-up proved more than the support beams could stand and
collapsed the roof into the lodge room.

Good luck and good planning have taken care of Sanford
Lodge. They carried good insurance (the Grand Lodge program)
and have a good Masonic neighbor in town. They are covered for
full replacement of their facility by their insurance. They are mov-
ing their meetings across town to Buffalo 172 until repairs on
their lodge are complete.

But the message for the rest of us is clear — prepare for the
worst so you won't be devastated if it occurs.
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Hickory Lodge entertains
their families.
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