
   The BoTTom Line

By Dalton W. Mayo
Grand Master

A changing of the guard
Brethren, it is now October and my year 

as your grand master is winding down. On 
December 6, Brother Douglas Caudle will 
be installed, and I will join the ranks of past 
grand masters. There has been a rumor cir-

culating concerning whether these distinguished brethren will accept 
me into their exclusive club. Let it be known to all that on the evening 
of December 5, while still in office, though barely, I will issue my final 
edict declaring myself a past grand master upon the installation of my 
successor in office. So, there’s another rumor put to rest.

Seriously, I will have to say that, from my perspective at least, it 
has been a wonderful year. I was advised to enjoy myself, and that is 
exactly what I have done. The many kindnesses you have shown me 
are appreciated more than you know. We have a wonderful group of 
Masons in North Carolina, and I’m happy that I’ve gotten to know 
many more of you as I’ve traveled from one end of our state to the 
other. The many memories I will carry with me for the rest of my 
life are absolutely priceless, and I thank you for all of them.

This is my last article for The North Carolina Mason. I believe it 
would be time well spent to go back and contemplate on some of 
the issues I raised in the very first article from last year and also in 
our twenty-six district meetings.

Everyone needs to find their place in the lodge. Have you 
found your place? Are your new members finding their place, or 
are they wandering in the wilderness? If they need help finding 
their way, are you willing to assist?

Nothing gets accomplished until someone takes responsi-
bility. Have you taken responsibility for something and seen it 
through to completion? Is your lodge in better condition than 
it was last year because members like you have stepped forward 
when they saw things that needed to be done and volunteered 
their services?

We have promised to be charitable. We never said how much, 
but nevertheless we promised to help those in need. Can you say 
without reservation that you have done that? Is your lodge having 
fundraisers to provide support for our three principle charities?

We need more certified lecturers/instructors. Have you gone 
beyond the thinking stage and actually taken the certification ex-
amination? If this is something you have been thinking about do-
ing, begin planning now for next year.

We need more brothers who can offer the Masonic funeral rites. 
Ideally, every lodge should have a person who can perform this ser-
vice for our deceased brethren. If you have been thinking about 
learning the burial service, there’s no need to put it off any longer.

There’s something else that I’d like to share with you. Looking 
back to January 2011, while junior grand warden, I visited Wal-
lace 595 (now Wallace 279) for the purpose of celebrating their 
100th anniversary. On that occasion, Past Master Jeff Murray pre-
sented a history of Wallace Lodge which was entitled “Pillars of 
the Lodge.” The point that he made is that a lodge is not a build-
ing but rather, it is the members who have made the lodge what 
it is. It is those who have supported the lodge through good times 
and bad and never wavered in their loyalty and steadfast devo-
tion to Masonry. Your lodge most likely has such brothers in your 
midst, and if you do, you are blessed indeed. They are not seeking 

any reward for their labors, but nevertheless they have truly made 
all the difference. I have met such brothers while traveling the 
highways and byways this year. I offer a tip of my Homburg to 
all of you who have made your lodge what it is and who continue 
to support it in every way you can. You are truly pillars, and your 
support of your lodge is just as important as the pillars which hold 
up the building, arguably more so.

Brethren, I have enjoyed our bimonthly “fireside chats.” They 
have given me an opportunity to share with you a glimpse of what 
was on my mind at the time. I appreciate the feedback you have 
given me, and I’m happy if you found something in them that was 
meaningful for you.

My last name being “Mayo,” some think that I have Irish heri-
tage. There is a County Mayo in Ireland, but the last I heard there 
were no Mayos living there. For the time being, I will consider 
myself an honorary Irishman and leave you with an Irish bless-
ing. I can’t think of a better way to express my wishes for you as I 
prepare to turn over the reins to my very capable successor.

May love and laughter light your days,
and warm your heart and home.
May good and faithful friends be yours,
wherever you may roam.
May peace and plenty bless your world
with joy that long endures.
May all life’s passing seasons
bring the best to you and yours!

So mote it be!

see ANNUAL, page 4
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see PICNIC, page 5

MOCKSVILLE — The Mocksville Masonic Picnic is the 
oldest continuing celebration of Masons in North Carolina, dat-
ing to the 1870s. Picnic gatherings on the Shoals in what is now 
Cooleemee had been going on some time when local Masons 
decided to pass the hat among the picnickers to support their 
recently created Orphans Asylum in Oxford, NC.

Enthusiasm among area Masons grew. They brought in speak-
ers and entertainment. They added committees at the lodges to 
plan the gathering at the Shoals. The Masons decided to move the 
picnic to Mocksville in 1883. They held it in a wooded area owned 
by the heirs of Davie County founder John Clement. Since that 
time, Clement Grove has been the location for the Picnic. It was 
also about this time that the second Thursday in August became 
the customary date of the gathering. In 1897, Masons bought the 
five acres which continue to host the festivities. In 1899, Masons 
built an arbor on the grounds, with amphitheater seating and a 
stage for speakers and the chorus from the Orphanage.

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, crowds regularly reached 
10,000. In 1879, Zeb Vance was a featured speaker in a day when 
public oration was considered a sophisticated form of enter-
tainment. Excursion trains from Winston and Salem regularly 
brought crowds to enjoy the day. Those trains often bore cornet 

Mocksville Picnic,
NC Masonry’s 
oldest celebration

By Ric Carter

bands to help woo the crowd.
Through the first third of the 20th Century, the Mocks-

ville Picnic grew. It became a defacto Davie County 
homecoming. At one point, the festivities stretched over 
an entire week and featured a carnival on the grounds 
which was much looked forward to by the community.

Things today have settled into a decidedly quieter 
affair. The Arbor came down not many months ago 
as it had fallen into disrepair. But, local Masons con-
tinue to carry the torch.

Nowadays, activities are pretty much confined to 
a couple of picnics and some short speeches. Davie 
County lodges hold their traditional picnic on Thurs-
day. On Saturday, the Prince Hall Masons hold their 
event with its attractions.

WINSTON-SALEM — The Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and 
Accepted Masons of North Carolina held their 227th Annual Commu-
nication here at the Embassy Suites September 26–27. Grand Master 
Dalton W. Mayo’s relaxed, down-home demeanor at the podium en-
couraged a comfortable atmosphere for the communication attended 
by 1,140 registered voting delegates. Deputy Grand Master Douglas L. 
Caudle, of Statesville 27, was elected to become our next grand master. 
He appointed to the Grand Lodge line Larry Bogan Thompson Jr., a 
member of Blackmer 127, as steward for the coming year.

Some Grand Lodge officials arrived at the headquarters hotels on 
Wednesday, September 24 to be present and ready for the board and com-
mittee meetings which began early Thursday morning when even more 
officials were on hand. The Committee on Finance and 
Board of General Purposes had their final meetings prior 
to bringing business before the membership. The Board 
of General Purposes voted on various nominations and 
appointments of Deputy Grand Master Caudle pending 
his election as grand master for 2015. It was BGP’s next 
to last meeting with Grand Master Mayo, the last being 
just before Grand Lodge officer installation December 6.

Jurisprudence had their last conference before bring-
ing amendments to the delegates. The Committee on 
Appeals met to review all trials and actions by the judge 
advocate in the last year and held hearings for several 
men asking to return to the fraternity after losing their 
membership. The Board of Custodians, Board of Pub-
lication, and other committees met before the general 
session. There were two training sessions for lodge sec-
retaries on Thursday teaching them more about MORI, 
our computer database for tracking membership infor-
mation and lodge finances. The sessions were conducted 

Grand Lodge concludes its regular business
By Ric Carter

by Ken Crandall, the main host on MORI’s help line.
Thursday night, Grand Master Mayo hosted a banquet for his spe-

cial guests and out-of-state visitors to the Annual Communication.
The formal opening began at 10:00 a.m. on Friday morning. The 

opening procession was led by the United States and North Carolina 
flags and the banner of the Grand Lodge delivered by members of the 
National Sojourners Spirit of ’76ers.

The officers of the Grand Lodge entered and opened the An-
nual Communication in a ceremony very much like the one we use 
in every blue lodge meeting.
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The mission of freemasonry in norTh Carolina is To raise The moral, soCial, inTelleCTual, and spiriTual ConsCienCe of soCieTy by TeaChing The anCienT and enduring philosophiCal
TeneTs of broTherly love, relief, and TruTh, whiCh are expressed ouTwardly Through serviCe To god, family, CounTry, and self under The faTherhood of god wiThin The broTherhood of man.
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By Marty Fischer
In the United States, we are now experienc-

ing epidemics of diseases once nearly wiped 
out. Measles is a very dangerous disease which 
can cause death or blindness. We are in 2014 
having three times as many cases per month as 
we did last year. The MMR (Measles, Mumps, 
Rubella) vaccine is highly effective; in 2000 
measles was considered eliminated. In that year, 
nearly all children were vaccinated. When vac-
cination rates drop below 80%, the population 
becomes highly at risk for the given disease. 
The other factor is the efficacy of the vaccine. 
Whooping cough epidemics are occurring each 
year. Often, people forget to have booster doses 
to preserve immunity; this is one reason for the 
whooping cough epidemics.

From the Medical Committee

Why the epidemics?
Seventeen states allow parents to sign a paper 

to prevent their child being immunized. North 
Carolina is one of the states that make it easy 
for parents to forgo vaccinations for their chil-
dren. The most recent anti-vaccine movement 
started in 1998 when a study in the journal 
Lancet linked autism to vaccines. The author 
subsequently admitted the data was faked, and 
he lost his medical license. Despite good studies 
refuting that hypothesis, many parents continue 
to believe it. DO NOT BELIEVE IT!

Vaccination protects the entire population. 
Pools of unvaccinated children lead to epidem-
ics. See that your children and grandchildren 
receive theirs!

Marty Fischer is master of Horse Creek 719 in 
Columbus.

saw the memorial design contest, helped Trey 
cast and mold the sculpture and provided advice 
along the way.

“The whole concept was to create a memo-
rial by students, for students,” Jubran said. It also 
gave students the chance to work on an active 
commission. The Student Memorial Garden 
was commissioned for $35,000, which included 
$10,000 in site preparation, and was paid by 
the Student Government Association. Twenty-
three entries were received.

Trey’s idea for the sculpture came from a piece 
he had created just weeks before the contest was 
announced. The sculpture, called “Rough Patch,” 
had the same circle except with a wedge of cast 
iron. “Since I just did the circle piece, I thought 
of the circle of life, and to have it broken at the 
top, and then the doves,” Trey said.

A U.S. Marine Corps veteran, Trey lost 
friends in Fallujah in 2004. “About three-fourths 
of my company got Purple Hearts. I’ve been to 
the services, and I’ve seen memorials that I felt 
captured the essence… and others I didn’t un-
derstand,” Martin said, adding that he wanted 
the memorial he created to be recognizable, not 
something that people would scratch their head 
in wonder. “I wanted to use that experience and 
make this piece.”

When he finished his tour of duty, Trey start-
ed out in engineering, then business, then ath-

letic training. “Then, I saw all the sculptures on 
campus and put two and two together,” he said.

He said he likes sculpture because “you can 
be heavy-handed with it. I like to beat things 
with hammers. You can heat stuff up and bend it. 
Just the satisfaction of taking a flat piece of steel 
and cutting it, and shaping it, and welding it, and 
grinding it, and turning it into something com-
pletely different,” Trey said. “It’s like an erector 
set. Who didn’t like erector or Lincoln Logs?”

It’s just like that kid in his dad’s shop more 
than a decade ago.

Trey married recently and has been out of 
school. He hopes to return in the spring and fin-
ish his degree as well as return to art full time.

Crystal Baity works at ECU News Services.

TREY, from page 8
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Jernigan and Ammons honored as Mayo 
presents two Montfort Medals

WINSTON-SALEM —Grand Master 
Dalton Mayo presented Montfort Medals to 
Past Grand Master Gene Tart Jernigan and J. 
Luigi Ammons at Annual Communication. The 
Montfort is the highest honor bestowed by the 
Grand Lodge of North Carolina.

Some years ago, as financial woes threatened 
the Masonic and Eastern Star Home, it was 
Jernigan who stepped up to make the hard de-
cisions and correct calls to save the institution. 
He presided over MESH’s transition to White-
Stone, A Masonic and Eastern Star Community. 
He is current chairman of WhiteStone’s Board 
of Directors and has presided over the Home’s 
very successful expansion and improvements. 
He performs those duties while continuing to 
lead his business in Dunn. Jernigan is a member 
of Mingo 206, Orphans 261, Mosaic 762, and 
Wilkerson College 760.

Luigi Ammons is perhaps best known among 
the certified lecturers for whom he served as a 
secretary to the Board of Custodians. He was 
grand lecturer in 2012 and has served on several 
Grand Lodge committees including currently  
on Subordinate Lodge Special Activities. Am-
mons is a member of Millbrook 97, where he 
has been secretary and newsletter editor among 
many other duties.

The Montfort Medal is the highest honor 
presented by our Grand Lodge. It is given for 
“distinguished Masonic service or achieve-
ment.” A grand master may present only three 
during his tenure. The award is named for Jo-
seph Montfort, a member of Royal White Hart 
2 in Halifax who was named in 1771 “provin-
cial grand master of and for America” by the 
Grand Lodge of England, the only man ever to 
hold that title.

Jernigan, right, receives his Montfort Medal from GM Mayo.

Ammons, right, receives his Montfort Medal from GM Mayo.

Annual Communication Amendment Scorecard
Group 1 ...............EA stated communications ....................... returned
Group 2 ...............GL Committeeman residency ........................ failed
Group 3 ...............DDGM residency ......................................... returned
Group 4 ...............Trustee residency ............................................. failed
Group 5 ...............GL officer residency ......................................... failed
Group 6 ...............Multiple fundraisers ................................... returned
Group 7 ...............Plural master limitation ................................ passed
Group 8 ...............Allow alcohol rentals (version a) ................. passed 
Group 9 ...............Trial Code revision ..................................... returned
Group 10 .............Lecture certificates ........................................ passed

CHARLOTTE — On July 11, ten North 
Carolinians gathered here to be recognized 
by the French nation. France’s Consul Gen-
eral Denis Barbet was there to read the roll 
of their service and personally pin to their 
chest the red ribbon with white stars of the 
Legion of Honor.

Among their number was Richard Ripley, 
a member of our Garner 701. Retired Colo-
nel Ripley took part of the Normandy D-Day 
invasion at Utah Beach and later fought in 
northern France, the German Rhineland, and 
central Europe.

Napoleon Bonaparte founded the Legion 
of Honor in 1802. It is France’s highest honor. 
The North Carolina Mason published an article 
about Ripley in the January/ February 2007 
issue <http://ncmason.net/glnc/nc-mason/ar-
chives/2007/NCM-132-1.pdf>.

France thanks Garner Mason

Got something you want to say? Have an announcement to make or invitation to get out? If 
your lodge never gets mentioned here, appoint yourself lodge reporter, and keep us posted on 
what you guys are doing. Got suggestions for features? Requests for information? We don’t have 
the space for everything, but we’ll make every effort to take care of those things with the broad-
est interest across the state. The dates below will give you an idea of when you need to get timely 
matters to us. We look forward to hearing from you.

 Issue Deadline Approximate Publication Date
 January/February .............................. January 1 ..........................................February 1
 March/April ................................... March 1 .............................................. April 1
 May/June .........................................May 1 ................................................. June 1
 July/August ....................................... July 1 ...............................................August 1
 September/October ........................ September 1 ......................................October 1
 November/December ...................... November 1 .................................... December 1

Your articles and NC Mason Deadlines
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You’re invited
Fellowship gathering
November 18

GREENVILLE — Greenville 284 and 
Mt. Herman 35 (PHA) will hold their Fifth 
Annual Fellowship Meeting November 18 at 
the Greenville Masonic Temple, 1104 Charles 
Street. Rib-eye steaks, double baked potatoes, 
and trimmings are on the menu. Supper is at 
6:30 p.m. and the meeting begins at 7:30. Din-
ner is eight dollars.

The tyled meting will include discussions 
about similarities and differences in the juris-
dictions. Rev. Rick Vernon will be the featured 
speaker and will focus on the Closing Charge.

Email <masonicfellowship@gmail.com> to 
make reservations before November 10. For ques-
tions, call David Stapleton at (614) 935-9258.

For the first time, Annual Communication 
registrations were computer assisted using the 
barcode on your dues card.
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   TraveLing The

          Tar heeL STaTe

newS from
norTh CaroLina'S

LodgeS

By Ric Carter

If your lodge has a newsletter 
for its members, make sure The 
North Carolina Mason is on your 
mailing list. Lodge newsletters 
are a major source of news 
for Masons around the state. If 
you don’t have one, think about 
starting one. Newsletters are a 
good way to keep your mem-
bers active, happy, and informed.
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Spruce Pine
David Greene, one of Vesper 554’s most 

productive members, was recently confined to a 
wheelchair with medical problems. The lodge was 
talking about building a chair ramp for his home. 
Before the lodge could even gather estimates on 
building it, lodge member Ernie Wells took mea-
surements, built, and installed it all himself.

Vesper member Lloyd Hise was recently 
named Mitchell County Distinguished Citizen. 
The recognition is made by Mayland Commu-
nity College’s Board of Trustees.

Vesper held their annual golf tournament 
August 23. They played at Grassy Creek Golf 
and Country Club in Spruce Pine. Non-Ma-
sons were invited, and members were encour-
aged to invite friends from the “Low Country” 
to come enjoy the cooler altitudes. Proceeds 
were marked for the Masonic Homes as well as 
several local charities.

July 10 was set aside as a lodge cleanup day 
— they’re sprucing up in Spruce Pine.

 — Newsletter

Jacksonville
Knights of Solomon 766 volunteered to do 

the ritual work for July 26 Master Mason De-
gree at Semper Fidelis 680. Everyone was put-
ting a rush on as one of the candidates was a 
deploying Marine.           — Beau Brown

Things are always busy at Semper Fidelis 
680. In May, they cooked 1,200 hot dogs for 
Special Olympics. In June, they had their 
Ladies’ Night Out at the Salt Water Grill in 
Swansboro. In July, they were selling bottled 
water at National Night Out in Jacksonville. 
Proceeds were earmarked for Onslow County 
Ministries and Soup Kitchen.

They also recently held their first golf tourna-
ment. The event, held at Bear Trail golf course, 
raised $1,200 for the lodge’s charities.

 — Trestle Board

Southport
Pythagoras 249 enjoys Southport’s Inde-

pendence Day celebration every year. They even 
contribute to the Junior Chamber of Commerce 
which organizes it. They also sell hot dogs dur-
ing the street festival. Hurricane Arthur shut 
them down for one day of the three-day event, 
but they did excellent business on the other two.

We have not heard of any interesting discov-
eries yet, but Pythagoras was going through all 
the storage spaces in their building rooting out 
non-essentials tucked away for years. They’re 
also adding some file cabinets to get storage a 
little better organized and more presentable.

Their Ninth Annual Masonic Golf Tour-
nament was set for September 20 at Boiling 
Spring Lakes.              — Newsletter

Kannapolis
Cannon Memorial 626 presented scholar-

ships to graduating seniors at each of the two 
local high schools this year, A. L. Brown High 
School in Kannapolis and Northwest Cabarrus 
High School in Concord.   — Thomas Van Etten

Garner
Chance Corbin petitioned Garner 701 on his 

18th birthday. He finished his catechisms and 
was raised by his father, Richard Corbin, all be-
fore he graduated high school. Anyone remem-
ber the symbolism of the mortarboard?

 — Gray Anthony
Vandora 745’s annual golf tournament was 

scheduled for October 13 at Reedy Creek Golf 
Course. Entry fee is $60 per player, and proceeds 
go to the Masonic Homes.

Clemmons
Enterprise 752 was to hold its annual beef 

barbecue fundraiser 4:00–7:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 4. Tickets (adults nine dollars, children 
five) were available in advance or at the door, eat 
in or carry out.

The lodge had their Breakfast With a Brother 
event July 26. Members of the public were in-
vited to enjoy free pancakes.     — Joseph Gibson

Warsaw
Warsaw 677 recently elected John Matthews 

an honorary member. He was cited for his “sup-
port and attendance” over the years.

 — Warsaw Lodge

Waxhaw
Members of Waxhaw 562 were turning out 

for a lodge cleanup day July 12. It was also their 
first opportunity to see and hear the new lodge 
public address system.     — Richard Shields

Hookerton
Prints of Danielle Chapman’s pencil sketch of 

Jerusalem 95’s building are proving to be a good 
fundraiser for the lodge. So far, they’ve brought 
in $800 by auctioning the prints. They are look-
ing at silent auctions for more prints.

 — The Jerusalem Journal

Cleveland
Scotch Ireland 154 is upgrading some of 

their seating to theater style seats. Now, it’s time 
to start planning for replacing their roof.

Their fundraiser this year is a rifle raffle for a 
Savage Trophy .308. They’re drawing November 21.

 — Newsletter

Hendersonville
Kedron 387 held their awards dinner June 16. 

J. P. Huggins and George Godsey got their Dia-
mond Jubilees for their 60 years membership.

 — Spence Campbell

Princeton
Taking care of your community is one of the 

responsibilities of a lodge. In Princeton, St. Pat-
rick’s 617 does just that. They awarded a scholar-
ship to Julia Elizabeth Worley, a local student 
who is bound for Tennessee for college.

When the Applied Technology Club at 
Johnston Community College held a skeet 
shoot to raise money for a project, the lodge 
entered a team to help out. They also chipped 
in to sponsor a tee-ball team in the town recre-
ation department.

Lodge member Randy Hinton has given St. 
Patrick’s Lodge an American flag which flew, in 
their honor, over Camp Eggers in Afghanistan 
November 11, 2013. It is displayed in the lodge 
for all to view.    — Designs Upon the Trestleboard

St. Patrick’s 617 held a special 100th Anni-
versary Reunion on August 14. The emergent 
was held on their lodge’s birthday.

 — David Rose

Raleigh
James B. Green 735 will celebrate their gold-

en anniversary next year. They’ve already started 
preparations by designing and ordering com-
memorative lapel pins, t-shirts, and coins.

Each of Green Lodge’s first two ice cream 
socials of the summer was attended by 40–50 
people. The socials include homemade ice cream 
and grilled hamburgers and hot dogs. Family 
and friends are always invited to the socials.

Green Lodge was holding their second 
Chicken Barbecue October 3. They raise money 
for the Masonic Homes with the plate sales. 
Their goal was 600 plates.

The lodge is planning a Salute to Our Local 
Heroes November 22. Wake County first re-
sponders will be honored at the eight Apple-
bees locations around the county that day. The 
honorees will eat for free and the public is be-
ing charged seven dollars. Money raised will go 
to first responder charities.

 — The James B. Green Scene
The lodge was holding an indoor yard sale 

in August.            — Karen Pahl

Charlotte
Several Charlotte area Masons have been 

honored by DeMolay. James K. Polk 759’s 
Cody Gustofson was named top DeMolay 
advisor in North Carolina. Charles M. Setzer 
693’s Allan Mann was named to the DeMolay 
Legion of Honor.          — Trestleboard

Knights of Solomon 764 was sponsoring 
a Motorcycle Charity Rally September 20 at 
Charlotte Harley Davidson in Matthews. They 
were having a barbecue dinner and door priz-
es. The big chance ticket was $100. It offered a 
chance to win a Street Glide, a chopper, one of 
two 60-inch television, or $500 gift card.

 — Masonic Home for Children
A young Eagle Scout candidate chose Charles 

M. Setzer 693 as the site for his Scouting proj-
ect. He will be building a flag retirement firepit 
on their grounds. His plan includes a walkway 
and sitting area around the pit.

Excelsior 261 held a community blood drive 
May 17 at the lodge.

West Gate 738 honored their charter mem-
bers this summer. About 60 people turned out 
for the Family Night to salute the senior guys 
and enjoy the hamburgers and hot dogs. They 
enjoyed kids games and snow cones.  Another 
Family Night is set for November.

 — News From the West

Maiden
Grand Marshal Mack Sigmon presented his 

101st Third Degree lecture in July. He was help-
ing Maiden 592.          — Maiden Masonic Lodge

Hickory
Hickory 343’s Family Day 2014 was set for 

August 16. The annual event is a chance for fam-
ilies to have as much fun at lodge as the mem-
bers. Much of the entertainment was aimed at 
children. There was a fire truck, and a bouncy 
house, a waterslide, and a wading pool, as well as 
a dunking booth. There was even a balloon artist 
to keep your attention.

Hickory Lodge is always active when it comes 
to fundraisers for charity. On May 4, they had 
the Plez Teague Pancake dinner. That brought in 
about $1,900 this year from the event honoring 
one of their best fundraisers ever. They are cur-
rently holding a rifle raffle. The drawing was set 
for September 29.         — Hickory Lodge

SHELBY — For the seventh year in a row, 
members of Shelby 744 have worked with H & 
R Block Corporation to help the children served 
by the Masonic Home for Children at Oxford.

During a special presentation, representatives 
from H & R Block, and nine Masonic lodges 
in the 35th Masonic District, presented a check 
for $8,050 to the Home’s Director of Financial 
Development Chris Richardson.

Lodge Treasurer Ed Burk, who prepares tax 
returns for H & R Block, has been working with 
the local H & R Block facilities in Shelby to take 
advantage of a program offered by Block since 
2006. In that time, the lodge has raised more 
than $38,000 dollars for the Home for Children.

Each year, Burk distributes information 

about the Nonprofit Referral Program to poten-
tial customers in the community. Rebecca Pear-
son, H & R Block office manager, explained that 
as individuals are helped in preparing their tax 
returns, they are given the opportunity to desig-
nate a donation to the Children’s Home.

In the photo are H & R Block Office Man-
agers Rebecca Pearson, Grace Costner, and 
Susan McCarty; Greg McIntyre and Ed Burk, 
Shelby 744; Chris Richardson; 35th District 
Deputy Grand Master Don Peeler; Camp Call 
534 Master Jeff Ramsey; Fairview 339 Mas-
ter Max Brooks; Caser Master Kenny Warlick; 
Friendship 388 Secretary Buddy Taylor; and Al-
len Tate, Cleveland 202.

Jack Weller is a member of Shelby 744.

Shelby Masons help MHCO
By Jack Weller

Gatesville
This spring, Gatesville 126 has inducted 

two new honorary members, Phil Johnson and 
C. W. Overton. Elmer Bunch and Bill John-
son earned their Veteran’s Emblems for 50 
years membership.

Gatesville Lodge helps Perquimans 106 
each year with their tractor pull. They do the 
parking for the event and make money for their 
charity work.

The lodge sponsored a softball team in the 
Eason’s Crossroads recreation crowd.

 — The Compasses

Fayetteville
The 17th Masonic District has a new web 

page. The district is composed of seven lodges 
in Cumberland and Bladen counties. The site is 
<http://www.17thmasonicdistrict.org>.

 — Ken Wical
Phoenix 8 was entertaining Grand Master 

Dalton Mayo in September. They were pre-
senting him an honorary membership in their 
historic lodge.

On September 20, Phoenix Lodge was hold-
ing their Awards Banquet in conjunction with 
their Daddy/Daughter Dinner. In addition to 
handing out member service awards, they were 
to enjoy a presentation on Rainbow Girls.

 — Tim Dahlman

Spencer
The current raffle going on at Spencer 543 

is for a Yeti cooler. The lodge helps with several 
causes around town including the Boy Scouts, 
local little league, and the local high school ath-
letics department and band.

The lodge’s Back to School Pool Party at 
the Home for Children was set for August 23. 
Their barbecue chicken fundraiser was set for 
September 4.         — On the Square

Lewisville
West Bend 434 was holding their Family 

Day September 20. The lodge was furnishing 
the hot dogs and hamburgers. Everyone else 
was bringing a picnic covered dish. Horse-
shoes were to be available, and the Craft 
Brothers were to entertain.

The lodge has two fundraisers coming up. 
They’ll have a Chicken-To-Go and are also 
having a rifle raffle. The rifle is a .30/30 Henry 
Octagonal. Earnings from the projects go to the 
Masonic Homes.          — By the Square

Hillsborough
Eagle 19 held a special steak dinner July 22 to 

honor Jake Jacobs on his 84th birthday. Jake has 
long been a cornerstone of the lodge.

 — Jeff Borcik
On July 24, Eagle 19, Mosaic 762, and Uni-

versity 408 sponsored a trip to Chapel Hill for 
kids at the Masonic Home for Children. The 
kids visited the Morehead Planetarium, enjoyed 
lunch on McCorkle Place, and had ice cream 
sundaes and a hay ride at Maple View Farm in 
Hillsborough.      — Speed Hallman

Several members of Mosaic 762 were visiting 
Sophia Lodge in Salisbury August 27.

 — Keith Morgan

Greensboro
The Masonic float was back in the Greens-

boro Independence Day Parade this year. The 
float got some freshening up and repairs before 
the parade. Local members of the Masonic fam-
ily were invited to ride.       — Jeff Bullington

In August, Brad Cardille presented Guil-
ford 656 a program on the first decade of their 
lodge. The program included the part played by 
Corinthian 542 and Greensboro 76 in found-
ing the lodge.          — Jetze Bouma
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Winston-Salem
Plans are developing for a 26th Masonic 

District chicken stew cook off. We’ve gotten no 
details yet.

Old Town 751’s big Fall Fundraiser is coming 
up November 3. Raffle prizes include a televi-
sion, three guns, and a substantial prize from a 
men’s clothing store.

 — On the Level at Old Town Lodge

Highlands
Blue Ridge 435 recently fed the members of 

Highlands United Methodist Church. About 
150 were entertained. The lodge was having 
their own picnic July 16.

Blue Ridge Lodge’s Ruger raffle brought in 
$1,200 for charity.

Two of their members, Neville Wilson and 
Morris Wilson earned their Veteran’s Emblems 
for 50 years as Masons.

Knights of Solomon Lodge met at Blue 
Ridge Lodge this summer. Several members of 
the host lodge joined the more than two-dozen 
biker Masons during their meeting.

 — Trestleboard

Statesville
A “good ol’ fashion cook out” is a great way 

to spend a hot summer evening. That was just 
the plan at Statesville 27 for July 15. Sitting 
under the big oak behind the lodge, they were 
telling stories and lies and grilling hot dogs and 
hamburgers. Also on the program were water-
melon, homemade ice cream, lemonade, and 
corn hole tournaments.      — The Joppa Informer

Weaverville
Blackmer 170 held their fall barbecue fund-

raiser September 13.      — Terry Gevedon

Cary
Cary 198 had their Past Masters’ Night Au-

gust 18. Now, things will pick up in the fall. 
They have move-up month in September with 
officers moving up one station for the practice. 
November 7 is the date for their Fall Barbecue, 
and their Ladies’ and Awards Night is set for 
November 21.              — Cary Masonic Lodge

Apex
Cucina de Milano restaurant in Morrisville 

was the site for Apex 584’s biggest fundraiser of 
the year. They brought in nearly $1,900 from the 
44 attendees on June 14.

Apex Master Dave Nyce recently presented 
Tony King a Masonic pocket knife on apprecia-
tion for all he does for the lodge. King is current-
ly secretary of Apex Lodge, but has done much 
more for the lodge over the years, as their only 
certified lecturer. He presented his first lecture in 
the lodge in 1974.            —Trestleboard 

Boone
Snow 363 was presenting service awards to 

members on July 21. Getting Veteran’s Emblems 
for 50 years Masonic membership were Doug 
Carson, Lynn Castle, Steve Castle, Ed Critcher, 
Robert Denton, and Robert Greer. 

Snow Lodge’s annual barbecue fundraiser 
was set for July 18.            — Snow Lodge

Ramseur
Marietta 444 was holding a Country Break-

fast May 10.        — Clay Andrews

Candler
Hominy 491 was holding a flapjack fundraiser 

in conjunction with Applebees on September 13.
 — Terry Gevedon

Marshall
French Broad 292 held their Widows’ and 

Past Masters’ night on September 13. They held 
it at the Madison Seminary Church.

 — Terry Gevedon

Laurinburg
Gun raffles seem popular these days. Laurin-

burg 305 is selling chances on three guns and 
drawing for them on November 4. Money raised 
goes to Masonic charities.            — Jason Butler

Green Level
Vince Thompson and Scott Rose were hon-

ored by Green Level 277 with Coach’s Cer-
tificates August 5 saluting their hours teaching 
candidates in the lodge.             — Stan Latta

New Bern
St. John’s 3 had a busy and successful week-

end May 17–18. On Saturday, they raised $1,000 
for the Masonic Home for Children and White-
Stone with a yard sale. On Sunday, they collected 
42 pints for a blood drive.          — James Wiley

Kenansville
St. John’s 13 celebrated Independence Day 

with a family cookout at their July stated com-
munication. Family, friends, and lodge widows 
were invited to come and share hamburgers 
and hot dogs.              — Lodge Log

Hope Mills
Lebanon 391 representatives Marvin Wood 

and Andrew F. McMillan repeated a tradition 
of the lodge on August 14. They traveled to the 
Masonic Home for Children at Oxford to de-
liver piggy banks filled by lodge members.

 — Andrew F. McMillan

Beulaville
Beulaville 658 held a pancake supper July 

11. The five-dollar all-you-can-eat Friday night 
supper brought in donations for the Masonic 
Home for Children in Oxford.

 — William David Miller

Durham
Members of Fellowship 687 enjoyed lunch and 

a tour of WhiteStone when they delivered the 
proceeds of their recent annual golf tournament.

 — Rene Couch

Deep Gap
Asher 373’s newly renovated fellowship hall 

was the center of the action for their Fourth 
of July barbecue fundraiser. They were very 
pleased with the results — $1,500 for the Ma-
sonic Homes.     — Keegan Watson

Black Mountain
The Past Masters’ and Awards Banquet at 

Black Mountain 663 was scheduled for Sep-
tember 8.      — Terry Gevedon

Gastonia
King Solomon 704 continued a recent tradi-

tion by dining at the Passion Pit before their 
August stated communication.

 — The Plumb Line

Franklin
Junaluskee 145 was holding a Poor Man’s 

Dinner July 19.             — Trestleboard

Correction
John Barnette of St. John’s 13 recently earned 

his Veteran’s Emblem. His name was misspelled 
in our last issue. We regret the error.

District deputy grand masters and grand lec-
turers were seated on either side of the ceremo-
nial lodge floor. Grand Lodge officers from the 
grand lodges of North Carolina Prince Hall, On-
tario, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Geor-
gia, Kentucky, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia, 
and West Virginia, as well as sitting officers from 
state appendant bodies were escorted to the stage 
which held the podium and the symbolic East. 
Finally, our past grand masters were brought to 
the stage. Each group was welcomed and accord-
ed private grand honors.

Mansour Hatefi, past grand master and past 
grand secretary of the Grand Lodge of District of 
Columbia, delivered the keynote. Hatefi, a refu-
gee from Iran, spoke on the joys of his American 
citizenship and the importance of our fraternity re-
membering our fraternal lessons of toleration and 
promoting it in our communities.

Through the rest of the morning, recognitions 
were presented, and a number of reports were in-
troduced before breaking for lunch. Immediate 
Past Grand Master Dewey R. Preslar Jr. presented 
a supplement to his preliminary report of last year, 
finishing the business of his term.

Immediately after lunch, and before retyling the 
lodge, representatives of North Carolina’s Masonic 
youth groups: Rainbow for Girls’ Schifra Drew and 
DeMolay Andrew Williard, spoke to the gathering. 
After the non-Masons were escorted from the lodge 
hall, we resumed labor. A ceremony, the Necrology, 
was conducted by Past Grand Master David Cash 
to honor our members who died this past year.

At the conclusion of the Necrology, Grand 
Master Mayo presented his preliminary report on 
his year thus far. Friday afternoon saw business 
requiring voting. The Committee on Appeals’ rec-
ommendations were considered by the delegates. 
Two expelled members were restored and two were 
rejected. Amendment voting began and was con-
tinued on Saturday morning.

Grand Master Mayo called us from labor to re-
freshment about 4:00 p.m., ending the first day of our 
business session. On Friday evening, Masons were 
seen in groups around downtown Winston-Salem. 
They enjoyed the entertainment and many restau-
rants around the center of the city. They got to visit 
with old friends and brothers they never met before.

The final business session of the Annual Com-
munication began at 9:00 a.m. Saturday morning. 
The first business before us on the second day was 
the 2015 budget. Finance Committee Chairman 
Grover Dees, of Fellowship 84 in Smithfield, pre-
sented the budget and called for discussion after 
each section. Interspersed between those parts, del-
egates marked ballots to elect Grand Lodge officers 
for next year. The budget was approved as presented.

Elections proceeded without surprise with 
elected officers advancing a station and the grand 
treasurer and grand secretary comfortably holding 
their seats. Statesville 27 member Douglas L. Cau-
dle was elected to become our next grand master. 
Caudle is president of Piedmont Fiberglass, makers 
of various composite products from church steeples 
to tractor tops. He is also a member of Wilkerson 
College 760, Orphans 761, Grassy Knob 471, and 
Sophia 767. He and the other new officers will be 
installed December 6.

The Grand Lodge voted to grant a charter to 
Sophia Lodge No. 767 in Salisbury.

We had ten amendment groups to The Code to 
be considered during the meeting. The most con-
troversial consideration this year regarded allow-
ing the use of alcohol on lodge property. Similar 

measures have been debated and rejected for some 
years. Substitute Group 8b was discussed at length. 
It would have permitted the four temple associa-
tions to experiment with alcohol using rentals. A 
written ballot showed the measure won a majority 
of the votes, 460–420, but it was short of the two-
thirds necessary for amending The Code.

Substitute Group 8a was next on the agenda. 
It forbids the use of alcohol in the lodge room. It 
allows lodges to amend their bylaws to allow or 
forbid such beverages in facilities they own. Only 
one person asked to speak to the amendment. He 
urged the Grand Lodge to seize control of their 
own buildings and vote for the amendment. They 
did. The amendment clearly carried the needed 
two-thirds vote. Grand Lodge will define  neces-
sary “terms and standards” for such rentals to assure 
safe and responsible policy.

Amendment Group 1 was sent back to the 
Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence to work on 
details and several questions which arose in dis-
cussions of conducting business in lower degrees. 
While the concept of including advancing candi-
dates in lodge meetings is inviting, its complica-
tions reach deep into our customs and regulations.

Group 2, Group 4, and Group 5 were defeated. 
Two and Five would have permitted officers and 
members of Grand Lodge boards, commissions, 

and committees to live outside the state. Group 4 
would have allowed lodge trustees live out of state.

Group 3 was sent back to the Committee on 
Masonic Jurisprudence for further work. It at-
tempts to clarify the residency requirement of dis-
trict deputy grand masters.

Group 6 was returned to the Code Commission 
because of potential tax law concerns. This group ad-
dressed fundraisers for non-charitable lodge projects.

Group 7 passed. It permits a member to serve 
as master of more than one lodge at the same 
time only with a grand master’s dispensation. The 
change is effective immediately.

Group 9 was a rewrite and modernization of 
the Trial Code. It is being returned to the Code 
Commission for further clarification and consid-
eration of some changes.

Group 10, allowing the Board of Custodians 
to create and present miscellaneous certificates, 
passed easily.

In addition to Doug Caudle’s selection, also 
elected to Grand Lodge offices were Bryant D. 
Webster (Nichols-West Asheville), deputy grand 
master; A. Gene Cobb Jr. (Royal White Hart 
2), senior grand warden; Jimmie B. Hicks Jr. (St. 
John’s 3), junior grand warden; T. Walton Clapp 
III (Mystic Tie 237), grand secretary; and PGM 
Lewis R. Ledford (Statesville 27), grand treasurer.

The most awaited appointment each year is 
the new grand steward, the man who will join the 
line of men advancing toward the office of grand 
master. The new steward is Larry D. Thompson of 
Blackmer 127. He is also a member of Wilkerson 
College 760, Mosaic 762, Knights of Solomon 
764, and Sophia 767. Thompson, a biologist, owns 
Thompson Environmental Consulting. He and his 
family live in Midland.

This year’s appointed officers include Speed 
Hallman (Eagle 19), senior grand deacon; Dwight 
M. “Mack” Sigmon (Catawba 248), junior grand 
deacon; Shaun Bradshaw (Stokesdale 428), grand 
marshal; David Wicker (Oak Grove 750) and Lar-
ry B. Thompson Jr. (Blackmer 127), grand stew-
ards; R. Kevin Combs (Statesville 27), grand ty-
ler; Past Grand Master David R. Cash (Campbell 
374), grand chaplain; Richard J. Smith (Pilot 493), 
grand historian; Keith B. Rash (Harmony 299), 
grand lecturer; Andrew Hammer (Alexandria-
Washington 22, Virginia), grand orator; and James 
R. Stevens (Garner 701), judge advocate.

Annual Communication was adjourned just be-
fore noon on Saturday.

The installation of Grand Lodge officers will be 
held at 11:00 a.m., December 6 at the Statesville 
Civic Center, 301 S. Center Street, in Statesville. 
You are invited.

Caudle Thompson
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ENFIELD — Kes-
ler Askew recently 
received his Veteran’s 
Emblem for 50 years 
Masonic membership 
from Enfield 447. Sam 
Manning Jr., who was 
unable to attend, earned 
his Diamond Jubilee for 
60 years membership.

 — James Whitley

 REIDSVILLE — Jefferson Penn 384’s Dean P. Craddock, left, 
was presented his 50-year Veteran’s Emblem on June 17. The 
award was presented by Master Paul Tutherow, right. He was 
pinned by Senior Deacon Johnny Hoover, center who is one of 
his Sunday School students. Craddock is a past master of Corin-
thian 542 in Greensboro.                — Paul D. Tutherow

SEABOARD — Seaboard 378 held their La-
dies’ and Awards Banquet June 23. Rodney Allen 
Edwards, right, was presented with his 50-year 
Veterans Emblem by Lodge Master John Young. 
Less than a month elapsed between his initia-
tion and raising in 1964. Edwards was accompa-
nied by his wife, two daughters, and his brother 
during the occasion.           — Freddie Hill

GARNER — On 
Memorial Day, May 26, 
Garner 701 presented 
William Thomas Gain-
ey his Veteran’s Emblem 
for 50 years Masonic 
membership. His wife 
and daughter assisted 
in the presentation.

 — Gray Anthony

PIKEVILLE — On June 19, Former United 
States Representative Martin Lancaster, right, 
received his Veteran’s Emblem for his 50 years 
membership in Harmony 340. Lodge Master 
Ronnie Jones, left, made the presentation at 
their Past Masters’ and Ladies’ Night dinner.

 — Doug Lancaster

CASAR — Hugh Price, center, of Casar 579 was presented 
his 50-year Veteran’s Award June 5. Lodge Master Kenny Warlick 
and Bob Braswell made the presentation.       — Eric Newton

APEX — Oscar F. Sears, right, recently re-
ceived his Veteran’s Emblem for his 50 years 
as a Mason. He is seen here getting the award 
from Apex 584 Master David Nyce. Sears was 
unable to attend a brunch the lodge held in 
his honor.          — David Nyce

ZEBULON — Wilson Stallings, center, was recently honored 
for his 50 years Masonic service. He was presented his Veteran’s 
Emblem by Zebulon 609 Master Floyd Edwards, right, and Past 
District Deputy Grand Master Bob Barron, left.

ZEBULON — At their August meeting, Zebulon 609 presented 
Joseph Temple, center, his Veteran’s Emblem honoring his 50 years 
as a Mason. The presentation was made by Past District Deputy 
Grand Master Bob Barron, left, and Lodge Master Floyd Edwards.

HIGHLANDS — Brothers Morris Wilson, left, and Neville Wil-
son, center, were, on July 17, presented their Veteran’s Emblems for 
their 50 year in the fraternity. They are seen here receiving the awards 
from Blue Ridge 435 Master Kenneth Crowe.          — Gordon Jolly

LEXINGTON — Albert Gobble and John Eanes recently got 
their Veteran’s Emblems recognizing their 50 years as Masons at 
Lexington-Memorial 473. Roy West made the presentations. Seen 
here, from left, are West, Will Fulbright, Gobble, and Eanes.

 — Thomas Jolly

HALIFAX — On August 5, Royal White Hart 2 pre-
sented honorary memberships to three Masons. Junior 
Grand Warden Gene Cobb presented the honors to Past 
Grand Master William B. Brunk, Past Grand Master Wil-
liam L. Dill, and NC Mason Editor Ric Carter. Seen here, 
from left, are Royal White Hart Master Randy Bowen, 
Brunk, Dill, Carter, and Cobb.        — Randy Bowen

This year, more than 200 people attended the Thursday,  pic-
nic, raising about $1,000 for the Masonic Home for Children 
in Oxford. The day is organized by Mocksville 134, Farmington 
265, and Advance 710. Masters of the three lodges spoke briefly. 
Mocksville Mayor Dr. F. W. Slate was honored for his many years 
of service to the community. The Masons presented him and his 
wife a plaque thanking them for their dedication.

Corinthian 17 (PHA) held their Community Fest Day Sat-
urday, August 9. They had food vendors and gospel singers enter-
taining. They emphasized educating the “community on health 
and social issues.”

Mocksville 134 Master Henry M. Bruce, left, and Corinthian 
17 Master Bobby G. Bell are seen here during the Community 
Fest Day of the Mocksville Picnic.
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  WeLCome our new BroTherS
1 .......................................Pickett, Arie C.
1 .......................Workman, Bradley David
3 .........................Pendleton, Ronald Gene
4 .............................Hill, Nicholas Cooper
4 ..................................Nix, John Carleton
27 ........................Long, Phillip Hampton
27 ............................Kappel, Preston Blair
31 ......................... Jones, Stephen Edward
31 .......................... Smith, Shane Michael
31 ........... Thomson III, Alexander Robert
40 .............................. Brim, John Andrew
40 ......................... Burnette, Robert Allen
58 ....................... Cordero, Victor Manuel
58 .......................... Langley, Shelton Gray
76 .............................. Salers, Henry Justin
83 ...................................Cook, Eric Scott
83 .......... Guillen, Bolivar Alfonso Urrutia
83 ........................Lovvorn, Scott Douglas
83 .............. Poulos, Theodore Christopher
92 ........................... Harper, Lemuel Tyler
92 .................... Gilbert, Steven Alexander
97 ................. Monfrado, Michael Canyon
97 .............................Thorson, Kyle David
97 ................................... Arrington, Jadah
98 ..................... Chestnutt, Michael Lynn
98 .......................Powell, Jonathan Melvin
99 ....................Guthrie, William Michael
104 ....................... Marriner, Randal Scott
109 ............. Horton II, Benjamin Edward
109 ..................... Horton, Sherwood Vick
109 ...................... Stepp Jr., James Marvin
115 .....................Martin, Robert Crockett
117 ...................Portales, Roderick Azores
129 .........................Evans, Steve Anthony
129 .......Klier-Dodson, Matthew Dwayne
138 .............................. Jones, Justin Wade
138 ............................... Kozen, Eric Scott
143 ........................ Oldham, Jeffrey Wade
145 .........................................Berry, Andy
145 .........................Potter, Warren Robert
146 ...................Campbell, Austin Dakota
146 ...............Westmoreland, Ethan Drew
147 .........................Wilson, Robert James
155 .....................Moser, Michael William
158 ......................Thomas, Ralph Douglas
162 ........................... Lewis, Kevin Daniel
167 ...............................Toth, Larry James
170 ....................Revis, Timothy Matthew
170 .................Rogers Jr., Milton Kenneth
176 ......................Russell Jr., William Elie
181 .......................Flint, William Michael
187 ....................... Batchelor, Joseph Scott
190 ................Strickland, Derek Christian
191 .........................Harris, Daryle Wayne
191 ...............Hoffman Jr., Jackson Merrill
191 ..............................Johnson, Gary Lee
191 ...................... Todd, William Douglas
198 ................. Sciulli, Christopher Joseph
202 ............................Murphy, Tony Lynn
205 .............................Condon, Vincent P.

205 ........................... Hawks, Garry Wade
205 ...................Mayer, Anthony Houston
205 ............................. Richard, Justin Lee
207 ................Strickland, Jeremy Marshall
214 .............................Boles, Mark Edwin
214 ........................... Varner, Jason Daniel
217 ............................Callahan, Jared Carl
231 ............................ Hargis, Garrett Lee
231 ..........................Hargis, Lee Anthony
231 ............................Scholl, Joshua Brian
231 ..............................Kummerer, Patrick
231 .....................Mills, Christopher Ryan
231 .................... Stone, Christopher Todd
237 .................... Spencer, Ryan McKinley
249 .......................... Clewis, Michael Earl
249 ...................Stewart, Benjamin Joseph
253 ......................McGuire, Michael John
258 ................ Passmore, Charles Franklin
259 .................... McKinney, Paul Michael
262 ...................Dupell, Douglas Anthony
262 ................... Raby, Russell Stephenson
262 ...................Winebarger, David Chase
262 ............................ Jones, Brett Antony
271 ............................ Branson, Jerry Alan
271 ................... Earley Jr., Thomas Joseph
271 ......................Leath, Douglas Edward
271 ..................................... Ring, Curtis J.
271 ................. Manwarren, Richard Allen
272 ......................Adams, Robert Douglas
272 ....................... Kenyon, Archie Darrin
272 .......................Morris, James Brandon
272 ...........................Morris, James Curtis
272 .............Thornton, Charles Lynnwood
276 ...........................Austin, Lindsay Carl
283 ........................ Smith, Mark Anthony
283 ....................... Smith, Zachary Duane
292 ............................Wilde, Patrick  Neil
300 ...........................Heitman, Richard N
306 ....................Edwards, Joseph Stanton
319 .......................Lester, Rodney Stewart
319 ...........................Maxey, Scott Garrett
320 ............... Boswell, Adam Christopher
320 ..................Sanders, Anthony Clifford
340 ....................Merritt, Richard Waverly
343 ...............................Day, Mark Wesley
343 .......................... Greene, Gary Robert
343 ..................... Leatherman, Bobby Ray
343 ........................Mecimore, Justin Cole
343 ............................. Wetz, Tyrel Wayne
343 .............................Burns, Steven Todd
343 .............................Miller Jr., James Ira
343 .............................Ray, Edward Lewis
343 ..........................Roepel, Justin Daniel
343 ................... Greene, Joseph Nathaniel
358 .................. Jackson, Matthew Randall
358 .............................Wike, Mark Edwin
363 ..........................Greer, Brandon Scott
363 ....................Landrum, Rodney Shane
363 .........................Rhyne, Adam Charles
363 ................Spillman, Christopher Alan

369 ....................Williams, Jeffery Thomas
386 .................. McClure, Benjamin Allen
390 ......... Johnson, Justin Edward Wlliam
391 ..................... McKay, Benjamin Justin
391 ...............................Hicks, Brian Alan
405 .......... Matthews Jr., Charles Kenneth
407 .........................Mitchell, Kevin Miles
409 .............................. Ray, Steven Victor
409 ................................Rice, John Daniel
428 ..........................Statham, Jacob Webb
429 ........................McGarr, James Dalton
429 ...................Anderson, Michael Lewis
429 .............................Gentry, Daniel Lyn
435 ....................... Walker, Stephen Bruce
446 ........................Marshall, Jason Quinn
446 ................... Quinley, William Gabriel
454 ............. Blackburn, Cameron Richard
454 ............................ Mabe, Jeffrey Lewis
460 ............................Collins, Aaron Sean
460 .................. Arrowood, David Richard
460 ........................ Raye, Thomas Andrew
463 ........................ Gore, William Craven
474 ...............Isham Jr., Sanford Lawrence
479 .....................Gower, Charles Douglas
479 .......................... Samanns, Richard A.
482 .......................Newman, Jimmy Reece
482 ...................... Newman, William Earl
484 ............ Zimmerman, Craig Raymond
491 ......................Burleson, Sidney Shaun
491 ...................... Fields, Timothy Philips
495 ..........................Rice, Bradford Wynn
496 ............................. Stone, Aaron Dean
496 ........................Bryant, Wesley Scovell
496 ...........Laughinghouse, William Scott
499 ....................Rogers, Charles Winston
499 .......................... French, Edward Paul
499 .................................Way, Robert Lee
500 ................. Peterson, David Alexander
500 ........................Templeton, Eric James
500 ............Collins, DeAntony Rodriguez
500 .....................................Huggins, Billy
505 ....................... Carswell II, Willie Lee
505 ........................ Dunlap, Joseph Grady
505 ......................Elmore, Johnathan Kyle
509 ..........................Baynor, Bonnie Allen
515 .....................Growel, Micheal Robert
517 ...................Tynch Jr., Carroll Edward
519 ........................Mason, Nicholas Ryan
527 .............................Kyle, Trevor Austin
527 ............................O’Neal, Brian Keith
528 ....................Floyd, Augustus Evander
542 ...................................Dix, John Mark
542 .......................... Roe, Tony Johnathan
543 ............... Hawkins, Jonathan Michael
543 ................... Dunham, Sean Desmond
544 ....................... Brown, Zachary David
552 ........................Simpkins, Allen Grant
552 .............................Davis, Phillip Todd
552 ................Huffines, Christopher Todd
554 .......................Grindstaff, Bruce Dean

554 ...........................Petty, Stephen Bruce
558 .............................Hose, Gaven Neale
562 ..................... Brown, Thomas Edward
562 ............................. Cox, James Preston
563 ........................... Page, Robbie Edwin
565 ............Lancaster Jr., Lloyd Cleveland
565 .....................Lee, Phillip Christopher
565 .............Andrews, Christopher Wayne
571 .....................Carlisle, Joseph Dwayne
573 ......................Atwood, Patrick  Dylan
573 ...........................Widener, Ryan Evan
576 .................... Alexander, Henry Baxter
576 ........ Smith, Chase Preston McKinzie
576 .......................... Wagoner, Bobby Lee
584 .................Stephenson, Jason Baymon
584 ..................................Russell, Stephen
589 ............................O’Steen, Albert Ray
589 ............................... Odell, John Davis
592 ........................ Sigmon, Jeffery Albert
606 .................... Pattenaude, Randy Allen
613 .................. Thompson, Steven Russell
617 .......................Gurley, Dennis Hunter
617 ............................ Lee, David Andrew
618 .......................... Absher, Jeffrey Lloyd
634 ............................Sansom, Jamie Brad
650 .............................Shuffler, Scott Alan
654 ........................... Greene, Donald Ray
656 ..............................Myers, James Tyler
656 .........................Pappas, John Franklin
658 ................................Dail, Roger Cody
658 .............................Carter, James Allen
667 ...............................Holleman, John S.
667 ..........................Wright, Joshua James
669 ........................Wear, Damon Andrew
670 ............................ Beam, Frank Oliver
670 .......................Powell, Mitchell Taylor
670 ............................Shuffler, Joshua Lee
670 ...................... Stevens, Donald Joseph
672 .............Howarth, Christopher Logan
672 ..........................Jones, Kellen Edward
672 .....................Morgan, Jimmy Clayton
672 ........................Posey, William Tanner
672 ........................ Stewart, Chuck David
676 ...............Caldwell, Lawrence Edward
679 ...................... Driver, Clarence Steven
679 ....................... Sievers, David Howard
680 ................... Durigon III, Joseph Peter
680 ...................... Romano, Richard Dean
680 ....................Gore, Cornelius Dwayne
680 ........................ Jellison, Cody Andrew
680 ................... Reconnu, Thomas Arthur
686 .......................Jenkins, Robert Rankin
686 ............................Leary II, David Ray
686 ...................... Payne, Phillip Matthew
687 .................... Crawford, Allen Edward
687 ................... Wilkerson, Mark Eugene
691 ............... Randall, Alexander Douglas
692 ........................Davis, Stephen Patrick
693 ...................Jugenheimer, Paul Francis
693 ...................... Merritt, Joseph Edward

693 ........................Passaro, Robert Joseph
695 ............................Bost, Heath Eugene
701 ...................... Corbin, Chance Brooks
703 ...........................Crowell, Mark Allan
703 ................... Crowell, Tommy Andrew
703 ............................Jones, Patrick David
703 .................Blankenship, Tommy Lane
703 ............... Burnette, Christian Andrew
703 ........................... Cline, Gene Randall
703 ............................. Smith, Charlie Lee
704 .......................Weiss, William Stanley
708 ......................... Smith, Jacob Mathew
708 ................................... Howard, Rawls
708 ..........................Tracey, Eliot Howard
712 ...........................Powell, Quinton Lee
713 ....................Childress, Charles David
713 ............... Whitener, Steven Nathaniel
713 ..................Gambino, Giovanni James
713 ........................Dover, Anthony James
713 .............................Hyde, Edward Dan
715 ....................... Rodgers, Logan Taylor
720 .......................... Greene, Michael Ray
720 ......Montgomory, Matthew Desmond
720 ................... Tarlton, Richard Dwayne
722 ....................Mosely, Michael Andrew
725 ......................... Collier, Glenn Wayne
725 ....................Dugan, Kenneth Edward
730 .................................. Donahue, Chris
732 ........................ Cousins, John Edward
732 ........................................ Noyes, Sean
735 ................... Spence, Robert Talmadge
736 ................................... Miller, David J.
736 ......................Taylor III, Robert Allen
736 ............................Long, Jonathan Lee
738 ..........................Gaines, Henry Peden
738 .........................Hearn, Randy George
738 .................. Woodward, Jason Andrew
739 ............................ Allen, Carl Andrew
739 ...................Rayburn, Herbert Warren
741 .....................Goodwin, Andrew Scott
741 ..........................Goodwin, Justin Paul
741 .................................Tosto, Casey Lee
742 ..........................Carriker, Ryan Oneal
742 .................... Collins II, Donald Lloyd
742 ..........................Hubert, William Lee
742 ........................Prockup, Ryan George
743 ....................................Fusco, Marc A.
751 ....................... McNeely, Robert Scott
752 .......................Simerson, Michael Ray
755 ....................... Lobree, Lindsey David
756 ....................Porritt, Raymond Patrick
758 ................................ Tart, Travis Lynn
759 ................................... Balducci, Louis
759 ........................ Favara, Scott Anthony
759 ............................ Sage, John Timothy
759 ..........................Coons, Brian Donald
759 .................................Susana, Anthony
762 ...........................Lentz, Jason Charles
765 .............................Farrell, Sean Victor
765 ..........................Johnston, Jeffrey Carl

Let me help Masonry's charities
❍ The North Carolina Masonic Foundation
❍ Masonic and Eastern Star Foundation
❍ The Masonic Home for Children
❍ Send information about wills and bequests.
❍ Please have someone contact me.
My name                                                                                                                                   

Address                                                                                                                                     

City                                                                            State                               Zip                  

Phone                                                               My lodge                                                          

In memory of (optional)                                                                                                            

Address                                                                                                                                      

To assure that your gift is properly credited to the fund of your choice, please make the 
check payable to that charity.

Mail to The Grand Lodge of North Carolina, PO Box 6506, Raleigh, NC 27628.



RALEIGH — This year the Masonic Home 
for Children at Oxford joined a wonderful 
partnership with Wheels4Hope in Raleigh. 
Wheels4Hope is a “nonprofit, faith-based car do-
nation program that turns donated cars into lo-
cal blessings. The mission of Wheels4Hope is to 
provide affordable, reliable transportation to low-
wage families and individuals who are referred to 
[them] by one of [their] partner agencies.” The 
Masonic Home for Children’s Independent Liv-
ing Program assists young adults aged 18–22 con-
tinue their education, build strong employment 
histories, and develop skills related to successful 
independence. Among the necessities of indepen-
dence is reliable transportation, especially in areas 
with few public transportation resources.

Wheels4Hope operates through contributions of 
vehicles and other donations of resources and time. 
Vehicles deemed as the most reliable and efficient 
models to drive and maintain are serviced by vol-
unteers. These vehicles are then given to candidates 
recommended by partner agencies such as MHCO. 
The recipients must purchase the vehicle and dem-
onstrate they have insurance and income to main-
tain the vehicle. Partner garages provide servicing 
and donate their time working on Wheels4Hope 
vehicles. Other donated vehicles are auctioned off to 
help generate revenue for Wheels4Hope.

Jessica and Yancey are the first two MHCO 
recipients of Wheels4Hope vehicles. Both young 
ladies are employed and are continuing their edu-
cation. Their cars are more than just transporta-
tion. Reliable transportation symbolizes inde-

pendence. Yancey and Jessica are now completely 
accountable for making their own arrangements; 
whether it is attending school, getting to work on 
time, or making personal appointments. The suc-
cess of their own independent actions helps build 
their confidence and esteem.

Please consider donations of vehicles or other 
resources to our partners at Wheels4Hope; a 
501(c)(3) charitable organization. Wheels4Hope 
has helped 1,600 individuals become more inde-
pendent and responsible, including two of our chil-
dren. Visit wheels4hope.org for more information.

Summer nap invitation
ATKINSON — Atkinson 612 is holding 

their annual fundraiser for the Masonic Home 
for Children this year at the 11th Annual Blue-
berry Festival in Burgaw. They are raffling two 
lawn chairs and table at the June 11 event. 
Oooo, the pull-out leg rests on those chairs 
are pretty inviting.       — Orient Lodge

Wheels4Hope lends a hand
Robbinsville breaks the drought

ROBBINSVILLE — After a long dry spell, Robbinsville 672 is finally making Masons again. 
They broke the drought in a big way, raising five men: Chuck Stewart (AKA Deputy Sheriff 
Chuck from the Discovery Channel’s “Moonshiners”), Tanner Posey, Kellen Jones, Logan How-
arth, and Jimmy Morgan.            — Robbinsville Lodge
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GREENSBORO — Gate City 694’s Jack Crater, right, recently 
received his 60-year Diamond Jubilee. A past master of West Bend 
434, he was well known for his many  years as installing officer 
for the lodge, a duty he performed from memory. His award was 
presented by West Bend Secretary Joey Transou, left. — Bob Blair

LEXINGTON — Vernon A. Darr, right, received his Dia-
mond Jubilee for his 60 years as a Mason on July 17. The Lexing-
ton Memorial 473 member was presented the award by Doug 
T. Sink, left. Senior Deacon Will Fulbright escorted Darr before 
the altar for the ceremony.         — Thomas Jolly

HALIFAX — Royal White Hart 2’s Winford Dickens, center, 
recently earned the Grand Lodge Diamond Jubilee for his 60 
years as a lodge member. He is seen here receiving the award 
from Junior Grand Warden Gene Cobb, left, and Lodge Master 
Randy Bowen, right.        — Randy Bowen

SNEADS FERRY — Stump Sound 733’s 
Billy Ennett, right, received his Diamond Jubi-
lee July 22. Master William Brandon, left, pre-
sented the award honoring Ennett’s 60 years 
in the fraternity at a special dinner held in 
the honor of service award recipients. Ger-
ald Padgett, who earned his 50-year Veteran’s 
Emblem, was unable to attend.

 — Robert J. McLaughlin

ZEBULON — Johnnie Horton, center, was honored by Ze-
bulon 609 in June for his 60 years in the lodge. He is seen here 
receiving his Diamond Jubilee from PDDGM Bob Barron, left and 
Zebulon Master Floyd Edwards.

GREENVILLE — On June 12, James W. Jenkins, center, was 
presented his Diamond Jubilee for 60 years in the lodge. The pre-
sentation was performed by Past Grand Master William L. Dill, 
left, and Crown Point 708 Master Justin Robinson, right. Mr. Jimmy 
was master of Crown Point in 1963 and continues to be “an in-
spiration to the younger Masons.”           — Charles R. Sumerlin

HENDERSONVILLE — As a courtesy 
to Florida’s Orlando 69, Kedron 387 recent-
ly presented Joe Gibeault, right, is 65-Year 
Award from the Grand Lodge of Florida. Ke-
dron Master Wiley B. Kessler, left, made the 
presentation. Gibeault is a new member of 
Kedron Lodge.           — Spence Campbell

CASAR — Loy Norman, center, was presented his 
Diamond Jubilee Award for 60 years membership June 
5. Casar Master Kenny Warlick and Bob Braswell pre-
sented the award.         — Eric Newton

GREENVILLE —  D. Calvin Stokes, right, 
was recently presented his 60-year Diamond 
Jubilee by St. John’s 3. Past Grand Master Wil-
liam L. Dill visited Crown Point 708 here to 
make the presentation. — Charles R. Sumerlin

WILKESBORO — A contingent from Mt. Pleasant 573 re-
cently ventured to Mountain City, Tennessee to call on their 
Brother Paul E. Welborn. They visited him June 10 to present 
his Diamond Jubilee award celebrating his 60 years as a Mason. 
Seen here are, from left, Master Dwight Church, Welborn, Paul’s 
nephew Greg Welborn, and 33rd District Deputy Grand Master 
Bobby Nichols.      — Dwight Church

CULLOWHEE — East LaPorte 358 held their Awards Night 
in August. They honored their 60-year members. Seen here, from 
left, are James Baxter Wood, John Winfred Ashe, Frank Louin 
Hooer, John Davis Buchanan, and Andrew Jackson Wood. Their 
other two Diamond Jubilee members, Christopher Earb Burrell 
and Harold Vance Craft, were unable to attend.

 — Thomas Turrentine

HERTFORD — Perquimans 106 held their Ladies Night 
Banquet August 12. Several lodge members got service awards 
that night. Carlton Davenport and Ray Guest got their Dia-
mond Jubilees honoring their 60 years as Masons. Horace Co-
hoon got his Veteran’s Emblem for 50 years membership. Past 
District Deputy Grand Master Phil Johnson made the presenta-
tions. Seen here, from left, are Davenport, Guest, and Cohoon. 
Honorees unable to attend were 60-year member Tom Brown 
and 50-year Mason Edgar Ray Evans.      — Paul Gregory

STEDMAN — On August 8, Grand Master Dalton Mayo, 
center, presented two service awards at Stedman 730. Archie 
C. Fields, left, the second brother raised by 730 after its char-
ter was issued in 1964, got his Veteran’s Emblem for 50 years 
membership. Arnold Pope, right, got his Diamond Jubilee for 60 
years as a Mason. Fields did all his degree work in a span of 15 
days; Pope in 22 days.       — Thomas Pope
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RALEIGH — Officers’ Boot Camps and Coaches Workshops 
will be held this fall at four different locations in the state. Boot 
Camp is designed to train lodge line officers in essential leader-
ship skills for their travel to the East. The forum provides up-to-
date and informative material on effective lodge management and 
planning. The Board of Custodians is hosting a Coaches Work-
shop in conjunction with the Boot Camps this year.

Boot Camp and the Coaches Workshops are separate; one-
day sessions held on four Saturdays in October and November. 
The October 18 session will be held at the Salisbury Masonic 
Temple, 401 N. Fulton Street in Salisbury; the November 1 ses-
sion at Concord 58, 1601 Barlow Road, Tarboro; November 15, 
Asheville Masonic Temple at 80 Broadway; and the November 
22, Semper Fidelis 680, 727 Henderson Drive, Jacksonville. The 
two schools are held simultaneously, so attendees must choose 

one. These sessions offer lodges across the state unparalleled op-
portunities for development. As each session stands on its own, 
you need only attend one session to get the full Boot Camp or 
Coaches Workshop experience.

Boot Camp is provided free by the Grand Lodge Masonic 
Education Committee and Wilkerson College. Participants re-
ceive a workbook and other material. You will be responsible for 
your own lunch. While Boot Camp is most helpful to lodge line 
officers, they are open all members.

The Boot Camps were conceived as a way of providing leader-
ship training for officers who could not attend Wilkerson College, 
or who would like a refresher of the Wilkerson College program. 
Topics include Masonic Education in the Blue Lodge, Motiva-
tion, Fundraising, The Master’s Toolbox, Steps to Dynamic Lodge 
Leadership, and The Proven Path. Brothers scheduled to present 

at the boot camps include Deputy Grand Master Doug Caudle, 
Jim Medlin, Rick Smith, Grand Steward Shaun Bradshaw, Larry 
Thompson, Ben Wallace, Luigi Ammons, and Kevin Combs.

Coaches Workshops are aimed at brothers who coach candi-
dates through the degrees. These sessions are focused on word-
ing of the catechism, commonly misused words, and mentor-
ing techniques. Those interested are encouraged to bring their 
OSWs and Bahnson Manuals. Board of Custodians Secretary 
David Potts will lead the coaches’ sessions. To register or for 
more information, contact David Potts at unc1969@hotmail.
com or (704) 223-1969.

This is the sixth year for the Boot Camps. Participants in pre-
vious years have remarked on its value in their development as 
leaders. For more information on the Boot Camps, contact Kevin 
Combs at (704) 929-9707 or secretarync27@gmail.com.

Officer Boot Camps coming soon
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Annual Communication
met in Winston-Salem
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The Mocksville Picnic is our 
oldest get-together
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NC Mason makes
campus memorial
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see TREY, page 2

Voting at Annual Communication 
governs the present as well as the 
future of Masonry in North Carolina. 
We report this year’s action in this 
issue.          Ric Carter photo

GREENSBORO — This year marks a turning point for 
Masonic charity at WhiteStone, A Masonic and Eastern Star 
Community. In July, the NC Masonic and Eastern Star Home 
Foundation awarded funds to six fraternal applicants to help them 
move into WhiteStone. The approved applicants include two Ma-
sons, one Eastern Star member, two widows of Masons, and the 
mother of a Mason. These are the first new WhiteStone residents 
to enter with assistance since 2005. That was the year charitable 
support for new residents was suspended when shortfalls in chari-
table giving necessitated that fraternal contributions go to sup-
port residents already in the Home.

The MESH Foundation was established in 2012 to adminis-
ter Masonic and Eastern Star donations to WhiteStone residents, 
provide financial assistance to fraternally related residents, and as-
sist those needing financial support to enter the Home. The Foun-
dation ensures that every donated dollar benefits fraternal residents 
in need. By 2013, an increasing number of lodges contributed di-
rectly to the MESH Foundation, enabling it to give $340,000 for 
charity at WhiteStone compared to $98,000 the previous year.

Last year the Foundation took advantage of the unexpected 
availability of space in WhiteStone’s Bennett Building to reserve 
four one-bedroom apartments and two studio apartments for 
charitable purposes. Two of these spaces are now occupied by the 
applicants admitted in July.

WhiteStone reported that 2013 financial assistance was pro-
vided to 43 fraternal residents in the form of room and board, 
medical supplies, pharmacy needs, and other expenses that they 
otherwise could not afford. WhiteStone subsidized 25 Eastern 
Star Members, two Masonic members, and 16 Masonic-affiliated 
family members at a total estimated cost of $1,334,000. Of these 
43 residents, 21 were in Medicaid nursing home beds partially 
subsidized by the state and WhiteStone, and 22 lived in residen-
tial apartments. In addition to the subsidies that either our chari-
ties or the state provide, the residents contribute as much as they 
can afford toward the costs of their care.

WhiteStone also operates a medical equipment loan program 
and information hotline for fraternal members across the state. 
The Home loans surplus equipment to fraternal members and 
provides guidance for members and their families who need in-
formation on Medicaid, Medicare, and VA support and services.

Applications for MESH Foundation assistance are on the 
Grand Lodge website under News and Events/Media Articles 
and are also available from the Grand Secretary’s office. Lodges 
and individuals are encouraged to send their charitable contribu-
tions directly to the MESH Foundation at 700 S. Holden Road, 
Greensboro, NC 27407.

For more information on WhiteStone call Mark Kolada at (336) 
547-2992 or contact him at <mkolada@LiveatWhiteStone.org>.

MESH charity 
growing

GREENVILLE — As a kid, East Carolina University stu-
dent Donald “Trey” Martin III, a member of St. Patrick’s 617 in 
Princeton, would hang around his dad’s shop welding scrap pieces 
of metal, trying to make a bigger or taller creation than his last.

Now that boyhood pastime is the 28-year-old’s major at ECU.
Last spring Martin’s design for a sculpture — the centerpiece 

of the Student Memorial Garden — was selected from three stu-
dent finalists in a campus-wide vote.

Since then, Martin devoted thousands of hours to complet-
ing the almost 12-foot bronze and granite piece in time for the 
unveiling and dedication February 22 of last year.

It helped that his dad, Ed, who is a master welder, and his dad’s 
equipment in Johnston County have been at Trey’s side. Dad even 
helped him install the piece in the middle of a rare eastern North 
Carolina snowfall.

 “I can’t stand to spend money on something I can do myself 
and having the tools to manipulate metal at my fingertips solves 
a lot of that,” he said. “It’s been a big learning experience. I’ve 
learned more doing this than I have doing anything else.”

“There was a lot of bending and banging together on the an-
vil,” Trey said. “It’s one total piece from the very bottom to the 
very top, it’s all connected, all blended.”

Forklifts, chain hoists, and a handmade rotating cutter, while 
not everyday art tools, were used in the creation of the bronze piece. 
Thousands of pounds of sand were used to create the sand molds 
that provided the outline of the piece. “Everything is just so heavy,” 

Trey makes a memorial
By Crystal Baity

Trey said. “You can’t just grab something and toss it around.”
Several friends, current and recent ECU graduates in the 

School of Art and Design, helped with the sculpture. Sculpture 
professors Dr. Carl Billingsley and Dr. Hanna Jubran, who over-
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