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Grand Lodges rededicate NC Capitol

By Ric Carter

RALEIGH — On June 13, our Grand Lodge and
NC’s Prince Hall Grand Lodge joined North Caro-
lina historical groups and the NC Department of Cul- 5 ' ,
tural Resources to celebrate the 175% anniversary of : : " \ %\Q%RWU%, “," :
the 1840 opening of the North Carolina State Capitol RN ; e Mg AFeam? ek ia
building. Capitol Square was already littered with his- : 5 '
torical displays and reenactors by 11:00 a.m. for the
launch of the all-day celebration.

The Masons, who had already opened and closed
an emergent communication of the Grand Lodge
earlier that morning at the Raleigh Masonic Tem-
ple, gathered at the Legislative Building on Jones
Street to begin their aproned procession between
the Museums of History and Natural Sciences.
They headed down Salisbury Street and turned to-
ward the Capitol, passing the statue of the three
North Carolina born presidents. The procession,
led by Grand Master Douglas L. Caudle and Prince
Hall Junior Grand Warden Daniel L. Thompson,

s
Sad
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see CAPITOL, page 8

Annual meeting time

By Ric Carter

WINSTON-SALEM — Grand Master Douglas L. Caudle will preside as our
2015 Annual Communication opens in Winston-Salem. The 228" annual meeting
of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of North Carolina is
scheduled for September 25-26.The communication will be at the Twin City Quar-
ter here, the same hotel we have used the last few years. It will be the headquarters
hotel, the site of all committee meetings, and Grand Lodge business sessions.

While every Mason in the state is invited, only the master and wardens of your
lodge, or their official proxies, may vote during business sessions. They’ll join the
same officers of the other lodges around the state. Other voters are committeemen
and officers of the Grand Lodge and its districts.

Workshops and committee meetings held before the official sessions will be at the
Twin City Quarter on Thursday, September 24. The Lodge Secretary’s Workshops
will be held there at 10:00 A.m. and 2:00 .M. Thursday.

All voting sessions will be held in the Twin City Quarter’s Grand Pavilion Friday
and Saturday, September 25-26. Lodge officers are asked to bring and wear their
aprons for all business sessions. All Masons must present their dues card and give
the pass to enter business sessions.

Ric Carter photo

see ANN COMM, page 3
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Vance monument rededicated

By Mark-Ellis Bennett

ASHEVILLE — Masons from across the state
and beyond gathered here June 6 for the rededica-
tion of the Vance Monument cornerstone at Pack
Square. A procession of about 100 Masons clad in
white lambskin aprons, and their families, progressed
up Broadway from the Masonic Temple to the square
where the rededication of the Vance Monument cor-
nerstone took place. Also in attendance at the cer-
emony were representatives of the more than 150
donors who contributed to the recent cleaning and
restoration of the monument.

The monument was erected to the memory of Ze-
bulon Baird Vance, a Confederate military officer in
the American Civil War, the 37" and 43" Governor
of North Carolina, U.S. Senator, and member of Mt.
Hermon 118.

“Three years ago the 26™ NC Regiment entered
into a partnership with the City of Asheville for the
purpose of raising of the necessary funds to conserve
the Zebulon Vance Monument. Now, we find our-
selves at the completion of this worthy project,” said
master of ceremonies Randal Garrison.

The restoration process led to the discovery of the
deposit box placed in the cornerstone at its dedica-
tion. Thanks to the Western Regional Archives of the
North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources,
and archivist Heather South, the contents of the
Vance Monument deposit have been saved from de-
struction by exposure to the elements and preserved
for future generations.

“Just as the cornerstone of the Vance Monument
was dedicated in 1897 by the Grand Master of Free-
masons of North Carolina, I am honored and pleased
that the current Grand Master, Douglas Caudle, and
members of the Grand Lodge could join us today to
rededicate the cornerstone,” Garrison said.

Caudle pointed out that officers of the Lodge wore
collars with jewels around their necks. “The jewel that
I am wearing dates back to 1873, and is the same jewel

that Grand Master Moore wore 118 years ago when
he laid the cornerstone. Due to its historical signifi-
cance, I wear this jewel only for special occasions such
as this.” Caudle then officiated in conducting the Ma-
sonic Rites. He declared the monument to be “well
formed, true and trusty, and correctly placed accord-
ing to the rules of the ancient customs,” and solemnly
dedicated the monument in the name of God to virtue
and universal benevolence.

Elements of the rededication ceremony, such as the
poetry, and singing of patriotic songs were taken from
the original dedication ceremony and the monument’s
early history. The North Buncombe High School
Chamber Choir performed a stirring a cappella ren-
dition of “America.” Asheville City Councilman Jan
Davis and Chair of the Buncombe County Board of
Commissioners, David Gantt, offered comments from
the city and the county respectively.

Davis noted that the square was always historically
the center of town, the center of activity for public en-
gagement, and remains so today. He said that when an
edition of the Colored Enterprise was discovered in the
1897 time capsule it told us a lot about our community.
“A third of our inhabitants at that time were African-
American. There’s been a little bit of controversy about
why that community’s not recognized here.” He said a
monument is an example of history, but sees no reason
why there should not be a marker in the area to rec-
ognize them.

Gantt noted that 1897 was a difficult time for some
in the community, and said there is no reason we can't
talk about all the history instead of part of it. “We were
passing Jim Crow laws, putting discrimination into
law, and it was wrong. We cant whitewash that and
just forget about it, but what we can do is balance it
with who Zeb Vance was.”

Gantt, an Asheville attorney, spoke about the me-
teoric rise of Vance’s political career. “Zeb Vance, as
governor, said North Carolina is going to be the only
state in the Confederacy that still observes Habeas
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Corpus, which means people have a right to know
what they’re charged with and how to get out of
jail.” Gantt said we can’t celebrate the monument
to support past policies on race. “They were wrong,
everybody here knows that.” Gantt discouraged the
community from cherry-picking historical events
to affect their understanding of the past and invited
them to “look at the whole picture.”

Chris Roberts, as president and commanding offi-
cer of the Society for the Historical Preservation of the
26™ Regiment North Carolina Troops, and Padgett &
Freeman Architects associate had the lead role in the
restoration of the Vance Monument, and organizing
the rededication ceremony.

In his closing remarks Roberts spoke about how
Vance was remembered upon his death. “His funeral in
Washington was attended by a majority of the House
and Senate, justices of the Supreme Court, the com-
manders of the Army and the Navy, President Grover
Cleveland, and Vice President Stevenson. A delega-
tion of six senators and seven representatives was se-
lected to escort his body back home.” A procession re-
ported to have numbered 10,000 pedestrians and 710

see VANCE page 8
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Credentials have already been sent to your lodge.
Please do not mail your credentials to the Grand
Lodge office. You must present them at the registration
desk to receive ballots and other essential information
and materials. You may register in the main lobby on
Thursday and outside the Grand Pavilion on Friday
and Saturday mornings. In order to vote, you must have
your credentials, and you must register. Again, do not
return your credentials to the Grand Lodge office.

Grand Master Caudle will open the first session at
10:00 a.M. on Friday morning. That’s when you'll see
the formal opening and welcoming of special guests.
Grand Orator Andrew Hammer, Masonic scholar and
secretary of Virginia's Alexander Washington 22, will
make the keynote address. The rest of the morning, a
number of reports will be read and others submitted
for the record without reading.

Downtown Winston-Salem has lots of restaurants,
so you can find a place you like for the lunch break
within easy walking distance of the hall.

A memorial service for those Masons who died in
the past year will follow the call from refreshment to
labor. The Grand Master’s Report is next. Other re-
ports will also be received. Some voting will take place
on Friday afternoon. We usually break about 4:00 p.Mm.

For you late-night types, there are several restaurants
and night spots along the streets around the hotel for
you to spend your evening with friends and brothers.

Business resumes on Saturday morning at 9:00 A.M.
when the last day of the session opens. That’s when
more proposed amendments and resolutions will be
considered. An analysis of those proposals starts on
page four of this issue of Zhe North Carolina Mason.
We will also adopt a budget for the year. We will elect

Know your officers

By Ric Carter

He and his wife Susan live in Raleigh.

750) is nearest the stage, and Junior
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Grand Lodge officers. Business is generally concluded
around lunch time.

To reach the Twin City Quarter, take the Cherry
Street exit oft I-40 Business and go four blocks north.
The hotel is taking reservations now. Their toll-free
reservation number is (800) 320-0934. Be sure to
specify that you are with the Masonic Grand Lodge so
you may get our special rate.

We hope to see you there!

Don't miss a special attraction this year, a charity si-
lent auction for MESH Foundation sponsored by the
wives of Grand Lodge officers. They’ll be set up near the
vendor area in the Embassy Suites. Art, sports tickets
and memorabilia, Masonic paraphernalia, gavels, gifts
suitable to take home to your wife, and much more will
be featured. Don't miss it! Help expand our charity for
our seniors.

Another in the Grand

officer

Can't tell the players without a pro-
gram? Most Masons don't think too
much about Grand Lodge officers until
Annual Communication rolls around.
We can help

Now, you'll be able to identify those
guys opening and closing the meeting.
Here’s your program.

Starting just outside the divider is
Grand Tyler Kevin Combs (Statesville
27) from Statesville. He’ll be helped out
by assistant tylers who will be posted at
the several entrances to the meeting
room to check your dues card and listen
to a whispered password.

At the front of the auditorium,
a lodge room will be set on and in
front of the stage. It has much the
same form as your blue lodge, but
with a station or two added. Four of-
ficers will be on the stage facing the
crowd. Front and center on the stage
will be Grand Master (GM) Douglas
L. Caudle (Statesville 27). Caudle and
his wife Angela live in Statesville and
a small farm in Stony Point. They own
and operate Piedmont Fiberglass.

On his right will be Deputy Grand
Master (DGM) Bryant D. Webster
(Nichols-West Asheville 650). Webster
is a lawyer and lives in Black Mountain
with his wife Janet and daughter Amy.

On the left side of the stage is Grand
Treasurer (GT) Lewis R. Ledford
(Statesville 27). Ledford recently re-
tired as director of NC State Parks. He
is now executive director of the Nation-
al Association of State Park Directors.

Ledford was grand master in 2011.

On the right of the stage is Grand
Secretary (GS) T. Walton Clapp III
(Mystic Tie 237) who has served in the
office since 1997. Clapp resides in Ra-
leigh with his wife Betty (a Presbyte-
rian minister) and high school student
daughter Anh.

Seated at the back of the stage in
neat rows are special guests and past
grand masters. The special guests in-
clude officers from state appendant
bodies and officers from other grand
lodges and Masonic organizations.

The rest of the officers are on the
auditorium floor in front of the stage.
Facing the stage, with his back to the
delegates, you'll find Senior Grand
Warden (SGW) A. Gene Cobb ]Jr
(Royal White Hart 2). Cobb is minister
at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
in Sanford where he lives with his wife
Brenda. Their children are grown.

Junior Grand Deacon (JGD)
Dwight M. “Mack” Sigmon (Catawba
248) sits on Cobb’s right. Sigmon and
his wife Linda live in Newton and have
a grown son and two grandchildren.
Sigmon is retired from GE.

On the south side of the floor, to
the delegates’ right, is Junior Grand
Warden (JGW) Jimmie B. Hicks Jr.
(St. John's 3). Hicks is a lawyer in New
Bern. He has a grown son and college
student daughter.

At the meeting, Hicks is flanked
by the grand stewards. Senior Grand
Steward R. David Wicker (Oak Grove

Grand Steward Larry B. Thompson
Jr. (Blackmer 127) is nearest the del-
egates. Wicker is a lawyer. He and his
wife Susan have three nearly grown
children and live in Oxford. Thompson
is an environmental supervisor. He and
his wife Angela have six children rang-
ing from less than one year old to more
than 17 years old. They live in Salisbury.

Senior Grand Deacon (SGD) Speed
Hallman (Eagle 19) sits before the stage
in front of the grand treasurer, to the
grand master’s right. Hallman and his
wife Susan live in Hillsborough. They
have two sons, one in college and one in
grad school. Hallman is senior director
of development for the UNC Eshelman
School of Pharmacy at the University of
North Carolina in Chapel Hill.

Lodge line we don’t have in the blue
lodge progression to master is grand
marshal (GMsl). Grand Marshal
Shaun Bradshaw (Stokesdale 428)
holds that chair beside Grand Chap-
lain (GC) David R. Cash (PGM)
(Campbell 374). Bradshaw is a soft-
ware consultant. He and his wife Sha-
ron live in Greensboro. They have a
teen-aged son and daughter.

There, you have it — the starting
line up for the 228" Annual Commu-
nication of the Grand Lodge of North
Carolina. Don’t get cocky, though.
We'll elect new officers at this meet-
ing. They’ll be installed in December
and take us all, once again, into a new
year, and a fresh learning experience for
them and for us.

Stage
DGM
GM
GT |:| |:| GS
SGD GMsl GC
SGS
& JGW
Officer positions altar JGS
at
Grand Lodge
Annual Communication SGW JGD
DELEGATES
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

Our new look

Welcome to the new, and improved North Caro-
lina Mason.

We'’re now in a more convenient package and,
most obviously, in full color.

Over the years, there has been consideration of
going to a more modern look for 7he North Carolina
Mason. Concerns of cost and effects on the Home
for Childrens School of Graphic Arts kept those
goals in the dream category.

Early in his term, Grand Master Douglas L. Cau-
dle asked us to seriously consider the possibilities,
exploring both cost and viability of a more modern
look. In March, officials of the Print Shop, Board of
Publication, Grand Lodge office, and Grand Lodge
officers met in Raleigh to look at the numbers. The
School of Graphic Arts reported they could get
the printing done at an associate’s facility. The cost
would be somewhat, but not prohibitively, more.

Grand Master Caudle liked the report he got
and asked us when we could make it happen.

'The answer is, “Now.” You have in your hand the
first edition in the new format. The smaller-in-the-
hand paper has about the same amount of space for
news as the old newspaper. The paper is better qual-
ity and will contain color throughout.

Grand Master Caudle said, “Zhe North Caro-
lina Mason is our only communication device that
reaches all our membership. We need to make this
medium as pleasing to the eye and as accessible and
strong as possible. Adding color and a friendlier
format is a first step to make our publication even
better. When you have read an issue, leave it where

Amendments

Here we go with our annual recap of the
year’s proposed amendments to Zhe Code. This
is an effort to simplify and summarize the pro-
posals in plain language and share some of the
arguments commonly expressed concerning
the amendments. The discussion is far from
exhaustive, but intends to give you a better un-
derstanding of the changes offered and their
possible repercussions.

A lodge cannot and should not attempt to
bind its delegates to a specific vote on a par-
ticular question. Very often, the amendments
are changed on the floor before voting. More
often still, arguments not thought of in analysis
or lodge debate arise at the meeting, bringing
a different outlook to the proposal. Discuss the
votes and suggest the thinking of the lodge.

non-Mason friends can see it. The Grand Lodge
officers, Board of Publication, and the editor are
looking at several other ways to expand and inte-
grate all our communication tools.”

We have kept many of the same design ele-
ments and content. We hope to maintain a famil-
iar feel for the reader. 7he NC Mason has evolved
slowly over the years as we've tried out new fea-
tures and dropped old approaches. So also will it
continue in the future as we explore fresh ways to
use our new newspaper.

We will need some help from you besides your
continuing submissions of news tips and stories.
‘The better newsprint and color will require higher
quality photographs. Some of the pictures we have
accepted in the past will no longer be usable. We’ll
need color photos taken with better cameras or
phones; no more small, shaky images. Appearance
on a computer screen is not entirely suitable for
judging images. We prefer your original electronic
file, not prints, but will continue to consider prints.
Send us your original, uncompressed files. If you
do that, we will process them for their best look in
the new format. If you need help working through
those changes, do not hesitate to contact the editor
at <rcarter@glnc.us>. If your photos do not meet
the new quality standards, your news item will still
be used, but without a photo.

As ever, we solicit your suggestions and com-
ments. We hope you find this new direction for us
all as exciting as we do; a sign of a vibrant, living
fraternity; but still recognize a familiar old friend.

we’ll consider

Your delegates should vote in the best interests
of all Masonry after hearing all discussion.

Following are the proposals to be consid-
ered at this year’s meeting. Groups 1 and 2
concern residency of Grand Lodge appointees.
‘They first showed up last year. Group 1 returns
modified after being defeated last year. Group
2 was not voted on last year, but was returned
for further work.

Group 1 concerns residency requirements
for Grand Lodge committee, board, or com-
mission membership. Currently, members must
live within the state. These groups have a limited
number of meetings each year, usually no more
than four. Committees increasingly utilize phone

m see AMENDMENT, page ||
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-8 Guarding the West Gate

By Douglas L. Caudle
Grand Master

“If, in the circle of your acquaintance, you find
a person desirous of being initiated into Masonry,
be particularly attentive not to recommend him un-
less you are convinced he will conform to our rules.”
These are a portion of the words in our Norzh Caro-
lina Lodge Manual (Bahnson Manual) concerning
men wanting to join our Craft.

Our communities today are more transient, and
we often do not know our neighbors or co-workers.
In years past, families lived in the same community
for many generations. Many times, members of the
lodge knew the petitioner’s father and grandfather
and could effectively give an opinion on his charac-
ter. Today, this is the exception rather than the norm.
‘Therefore, we must be more diligent in our checks
into the character of men who seek admission into
our lodges. With low initiation fees, it is easy for a
man to petition a lodge just to satisfy his curiosity.

With the technology of today, we can easily check
into the criminal background of a petitioner. A few
years ago, we began public records investigations on
every applicant for the degrees. I have been shocked
at the information received from these background
checks. Convictions of many crimes (some serious)
are often listed in these reports. However, criminal
checks are only a part of a man’s character.

An additional way to determine character is to
visit the candidate in his home. Many lodges have
stopped having home visits by the investigation
committee to expedite the process. Home visits give
the committee an insight into the petitioners life.

We must also resist the temptation to quickly
recommend someone just because they have a de-
sire to join. Before signing a petition, we must ask
ourselves, “Would 1 trust this man with my wife,
mother, sister, or daughter?” Certainly I am not sug-
gesting that we be so selective that we never allow
anyone to join. However, we must not take it lightly
when signing a petition for membership.

Investigation Committee guideline

One of the topics of discussion in my District
meetings, was the need for guidelines for our Inves-
tigating Committees. Currently, we have no official
guideline to conduct this important part of our la-
bors. Although 7he Code gives many rules, we do
not have a practical guideline to help us put this
important task into practice. Many times, Lodges
rely upon their usual customs when an investiga-
tion committee is needed. Brothers Mack Sigmon
and Larry Thompson have compiled a two-part
guideline consisting of a checklist that you can take
with you to the interview and a primer to refresh
the committee on all of the aspects this important
committee. This guideline will soon be available on
the Grand Lodge website.

Charles Cathey Masonic Scholarship campaign
‘The sale of the decals that each North Carolina
Mason has received has been brisk. Many of you

have contributed the requested $25 donation, and
several have been most generous by contributing
even more. I appreciate each of you who have helped
with this wonderful and needed program. Our tar-
get is to raise enough funds to double the amount of
scholarships awarded each year to 16. Although we
are well on our way we have not quite reached that
goal. I ask your to please consider helping these de-
serving high school seniors further their education.

Annual Communication

The Grand Lodge Annual Communication
Committee has been working very hard to make
this years event even more special. A new audio
system will be in place so that everyone will be able
to hear better. Additional video monitors will also
be used so that reports being presented can be eas-
ily seen as well.

This year we will also be incorporating more
music into the program. We have beautiful music
hidden in plain sight. Our Babnson Manual has
music for each degree that will be presented. We
will also have group songs that we will be sing-
ing at the opening of Annual Communication and
during the necrology service.

The vendor area will be doubled in size to
give better access. The Grand Lodge ladies will
be conducting a silent auction to benefit White-
Stone’s MESH Foundation LLC. As a special
feature, we will be having a special speaker dur-
ing our Saturday morning session. I look for-
ward to seeing you at our annual session Sep-
tember 25-26 in Winston-Salem.

Rash named
Montfort Medalist

STATESVILLE — Keith B. Rash, left, is the latest recipient of the Joseph
Montfort Medal, North Carolina Freemasonry’s highest honor. At his final district
meeting May 27, Grand Master Douglas Caudle, right, presented Rash the honor.

Rash, a member of Harmony 299, is currently grand lecturer. He is past district
grand master and past district deputy grand lecturer of the 30" Masonic District.
Back in 1996-1997, he served as DDGL of the then 51 District at the same time
his father, John B. Rash, center, was DDGM.

The Montfort Medal is the highest honor presented by our Grand Lodge. It
is given for “distinguished Masonic service or achievement.” A grand master may
present only three during his tenure. — Mack Sigmon
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High Point

Acacia 674 is planning a bus trip to Washington,
DC October 3-5. They’ll be visiting several Masonic
landmarks including Mount Vernon, the Scottish
Rite’s House of the Temple, and the George Washing-
ton National Memorial. They’ll also see the standard
memorial attractions. Prices for the trip range from
$215 to $439 depending on accommodations. Contact
Dan Smith or Joe Honeycutt for details. — 7he Word

Numa F. Reid 344 is handing out service awards.
Dale Harlow Guthrie and George William Lowe are
set for their Diamond Jubilees for 60 years member-
ship. Bruce Simmons, David Watts Petree, and Wil-
liam Horace McKinney are getting Veteran’s Emblems
for their 50 years in the lodge.

Reid Lodge was planning a hamburger and hot dog
family cookout for July 18. — The Word

Conover

Estimates for planned improvements to Conover
709 were set at $17,000. The plans include replacing
the carpet and renovation of the dining hall. They are
soliciting their membership for donations to the cause
as well as funding eventual replacement of the heating
and air conditioning system.

On May 16, Conover Lodge was holding their an-
nual fundraiser. They sell food at the Antique Tractor
Show and Tractor Pull at the Catawba County Fair
Grounds. They made $2,000 at the event last year.

— Conover Lodge News

Jacksonville

Semper Fidelis 680 is using a call committee this
year. One of its successes has been in getting some
members back to their monthly breakfasts.

They held a Valentine Dinner featuring spaghetti to
honor the ladies.

The lodge Relay for Life project raised $1,400 for
cancer research.

Grand Master Doug Caudle presented Gordon
Crossman his Diamond Jubilee on April 27 to honor
his 60 years as a Mason. — Trestle Board

If your lodge has a newsletter for

its members, make sure The North
Carolina Mason is on your mailing
list. Lodge newsletters are a major
source of news from Masons around
the state. If you don’t have one, think
about starting one. Newsletters are
a good way to keep your members
active, happy, and informed.

The North Carolina Mason
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Cleveland

Scotch Ireland 154 called a May 9 work day to
assemble and install the new chairs lodge members
have purchased. A large plaque is being made to hon-
or the donors.

Other work committees are focused on some other
projects. They’ve started a roof fund. Another group
is working on the back porch they added a couple of
years ago. Gene Myers has donated two padded seats
to the lodge. — Newsletter

Winston-Salem

Winston 167 is having a big fundraiser raffle for the
Masonic Home for Children in Oxford. A five-dollar
ticket gets you chances at a number of great prizes in-
cluding a rifle, a Carolina Panthers shadowbox, a wine
tasting at a local vineyard, club seats for a Wake For-
est University football game, rounds of golf at Heather

Hills, free dinners, and gift cards to area businesses.
— Matthew Shelton

'The Bikes for Books program Old Town 751 has
sponsored for some years continues to grow. Eight
bikes were awarded this year, two each at Rural Hall,
Gibson, Old Town, and Old Richmond elementary
schools. They have given away 58 bicycles since the
first in 2009. They are discussing adding even more
schools. They are getting the prizes on display earlier
to make sure the teachers have the ammunition to en-
courage the kids to read more.

During the summer’s Bethania Craft Fair, Old
Town Lodge set up an information booth. While the
booth was simply to give people information about
the fraternity, they did pick up a few donations to
our charities.

Old Town’s senior past master was pulled out of
“retirement” to work the second section of a Master
Mason Degree earlier this year.

Planning for the lodge’s fall raffle coming up in No-
vember is beginning.

— On the Level at Old Town Lodge

NEWS FROM
OUR
LODGES

By Ric Carter
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Fayetteville
Creasy Proctor 679 held a Rusty Nail Degree June
2. For those of you who have not heard of it, the Rusty
Nail is a program for Masons who have long been away
from lodge and wish to become active again. They may
have forgotten protocol or even passes and signs. The
Rusty Nail review reacquaints them with the basics of
getting through a meeting. — Derec Mercer
Proctor Lodge was also having their Fifth Thursday
Dinner Club on June 30. They were serving steaks and
having their rifle raffle that night.
— 177 Masonic District

Phoenix 8 held their Annual Family Picnic May 29.
— 17 Masonic District

Fort Bragg 667 moved in May. After years of prob-
lems involved with an unauthorized building project,
they have finally sold their building, retiring their
debt. They are now meeting on second Wednesdays
at Phoenix 8’s historic building. Several members and
friends helped them pack up their possessions to move
them on May 9. — 17 Masonic District

Hope Mills

On June 20, Lebanon 391 helped a neighbor clear a
lot to prevent incurring a city fine. They tore down an
old building and piled up the refuse for easier disposal.

'The lodge’s sixth annual golf tournament was set for
May 30 at Gates Four Golf and Country Club. Grab
bags, door prizes, pro shop discount, and unlimited
range balls were included.

Lebanon Lodge held a 30/30 gun raffle in June. A
$30 ticket got you 30 chances over 30 days. Proceeds
are for our Home for Children, Warrior 360, local
teachers, and the Daniel Decrisco Memorial Scholar-
ship.

Lebanon 391’s degree team won the Entered Ap-
prentice ritual contest in Greensboro on June 13.

— 17% Masonic District

see next page
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Greensboro
The Masons of Greensboro were once again run-
ning a float in the city’s Independence Day Parade.
Volunteers rode on the float and brought candy to toss
to parade spectators. — Jeft Bullington

The 23" Masonic District held an Easter Egg Hunt
at WhiteStone on March 28.  — PP Turner Lodge

Guilford 656 held the Second Annual Howard Co-
ble Citizenship Award Fundraiser May 30. The event
was held at the Greensboro Masonic Temple. The din-
ner with entertainment and a silent auction was to
raise money for the Masonic Home for Children.

Criteria for nominees include being a “model citi-
zen” who serves the community as a volunteer, works
with youth, “serves the country in an exemplary way,”
and “deserves a pat on the back.” Nominations each
required a $75 nomination fee. Coble himself was to
present the award this year. Howard Coble is a former
US Representative from Greensboro and a member of
Guilford Lodge.

Guilford was having their St. John’s Day Picnic
June 27 at Gibson Park in High Point. They were
bringing covered dishes, and the lodge was furnishing

the drinks. — Chester Holder

It’s been a good year at the Greensboro Police De-
partment for Gate City 694 members. Wayne Scott
was named the new police chief and Bill Ladd was
named the department’s Volunteer of the Year. Both
are Gate City members.

Gate City had a raffle in May for a Remington
Versa shotgun. Proceeds were for the Masonic Home
for Children.

On May 28, members of the lodge were going to
a Greensboro Grasshoppers minor league baseball
game. It was no coincidence that they chose a Thirsty
Thursday to attend as a group.

Other events at Gate City included their regular
Adopt-A-Street cleanup May 30, their Boston Butt
fundraiser June 13, and an open house hot dog and
hamburger dinner at the lodge. Their Fish Fry is set
for September 12 and Ladies’ Night for October 17.

— Gary Balance and Trestleboard

Greensboro 76 members were going to a Grass-

hopper game as a group June 4. — Phillip Bialek

P. P. Turner 746 is changing their stated commu-
nication time to 7:00 p.M. from 7:30 p.M. They hope it
will allow members to get home earlier.

— P P Turner Lodge

Kenansville

St. John’s 13 traveled to James Sprunt Community
College on May 1 to help Relay for Life fight cancer.
The lodge raised $321 for the drive by selling barbecue
sandwiches at the event.

At the lodge’s May meeting, Jimmy Powell got his
Diamond Jubilee for 60 years in the lodge, and Hank
Gurley got his Veteran’s Emblem for his 50 years.

Their lodge’s September Chicken Pastry Dinner
has traditionally been held at Maxwell’s Mill. This year,
they are moving it to the lodge dinning room.

— Lodge Log
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Ranger

Montgomery 426 was holding their annual Memo-
rial Weekend Hickory-Smoked Boston Butt Fund-
raiser on May 22.They were distributing the butts for
$30 each and saving customers some of their cook-
ing chores for the holiday weekend. Profits were ear-

marked for the Masonic Homes and local charities.
— Brian Rau

Spruce Pine

Gus McKinney, a 57-year member of Vesper 554,
recently had the front porch at historical Orchard at
Altapass named in his honor. More than 150 people,
including eight past masters, a state senator, district
attorney, and several judges, were on hand to see him
honored. McKinney has served the community in

many capacities and several elected offices.
— Newsletter

Southport
Pythagoras 249’s annual fish fry was termed a suc-
cess. We have yet to hear results from another of their
big annual events — their Independence Day Hot
Dog Sale. They hold the three-day sale around South-
— Newsletter

port’s downtown celebration.

Hookerton
The Sixth Masonic District raised five new Masons
at an outdoor Master Mason Degree just outside town
here May 30. Greenville’s Crown Point 708 hosted.
— Chuck Smithwick

Jerusalem 95 sends monthly checks for $30 to a
lady at WhiteStone. They passed the hat at lodge in
May and picked up $221 to build up the account.

— The Jerusalem Journal

Matthews
The Fall Golf Tournament Fund Raiser at Mat-
thews 461 is set for October 16 at Stonebridge Golf
Club in Monroe. — Brian Turner
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Southern Pines
June 1 marks Past Masters’ and Awards Night at
Southern Pines 484. WhiteStone Director Mark Ko-
lada was guest speaker.
May 1 the lodge held their popcorn and snow cone
sale at the town’s Uptown First Friday Block Party.
Proceeds were for the Masonic Homes.

— Gene Maples

Concord

Stokes 32 sponsored a visit from NC Blood Bank
May 2. It honored Gerald Oliver. They had a 30 unit
goal. Later that night, they were assembling at the lo-
cal Relay for Life cancer charity event.

June brought the lodge Terry Cox’s popular pro-
gram “The Secrets of Masonry Unfolded.”

On June 20, they were having their annual Chicken
Dinner fundraiser. — Thomas A. VanEtten

A fresh visitation

FRANKLINVILLE — Hanks 128 had a special
group of visitors at their April 13 stated communi-
cation. Among the VIPs were 24" District Deputy
Grand Master Lee Bunting and 24" District Depu-
ty Grand Lecturer Wayne Morton. They were also
joined by the local Prince Hall DDGM and a DDGM
from South Carolina, a large turnout of past masters
and a lodge full of Master Masons.The diverse group
of Masons from multiple jurisdictions enjoyed a meal
together before the meeting. Lodge Master Keith Ed-
dins described it as an “awesome night for Masonry
and Brothers dwelling together in harmony.” The
added bonus for the night was reading three peti-
tions for the degrees. — Keith Eddins

Pilot Mountain

Rick Smith visited East Surry High School May
29 to present Pilot 493’s scholarship. Pamela Grizzell
was the honoree. One of the ways they raise money for
this scholarship is at lodge dinners during the year. For
instance, recently Mike and Ann Register did a Low
Country boil before a meeting. The meal raised $165
for the scholarship fund.

One of the lodge’s favorite fundraisers each year is
the hot dog sale at Dickie Crump’s Sandwich Shop
downtown in Pilot Mountain. The world famous
Squeeze Box hot dog features a secret chili recipe. This
year’s event, held May 2, made $1,700 for Masonic
charities. Twenty-five volunteers sold 804 hot dogs.

Dickie Crump was named Treasurer of Distinction
by Pilot Lodge. He has served in the office since 1999.

'The lodge is looking at the cost of improving hand-
icap accessibility to its restrooms.

— The Pilot Mountain Traveler

see STATE page 12
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VANCE, from page 2

carriages set out to Riverside Cemetery,
his final resting place.

Vance finally got his Masonic funer-
al April 14, 2005, when Grand Master
Graham Pervier opened Grand Lodge
and assembled masons at Vance’s Riv-
erside Cemetery grave here.

Mark-Ellis Bennett is lodge historian
of Mount Hermon 118.

The North Carolina Mason
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CAPITOL, from page |

advanced to the eastern entrance of the Capitol
where they joined state and historical officials from
around North Carolina.

Grand Master Caudle introduced the fraternity
to the crowd and explained the ceremony to be per-
formed. Caudle wore the same jewel worn there by
Grand Master Simmons J. Baker when he dedicat-
ed the Capitol’s cornerstone. Members and officers
of both grand lodges then performed the ancient
ceremony of dedication, reenacting the ceremony
which would have been performed at the building’s
cornerstone in 1833. Construction of the current
Capitol began that year just after fire destroyed the
previous seat of North Carolina government. The
recent celebration celebrated the 1840 opening of
the finished building.

Grand Lodge officers of each jurisdiction performed
their parts, applying the tools of a Mason (the plumb,
the square, and the level) to the symbolic cornerstone to
declare that it was “square, level, plumb, true and trusty,
and dedicated according to our ancient customs.”

In his postscript to the ceremony, Daniel L. Thomp-
son said, “Let us strive to let Brotherly Love serve as
our prism for viewing the human family, and let it al-
ways remind us that we are our Brother’s Keeper. Let

us strive to let relief serve as our standard for serving
the high, the low, the rich, the poor; all who were cre-
ated in the image of God, and let us strive to let truth
and the square of virtue characterize our every act,
deed, and endeavor.”

After Masons started the day with their serious and
thought provoking ritual, the rest of the day was more
festive. There was music and barbecue and dancing and
history demonstrations spread around the grounds for
the afternoon and evening.

State Capitol Site Administrator Terra Schramm
said, “The daytime festivities and evening concert
launch a year of special programs and exhibits at the
State Capitol that aim to capture public interest and
inspire a new generation to participate in the history
that continues to be made here every day.” The legis-
lature moved to Jones street in the 1960s, but Gover-
nor Pat McCrory maintains his office in the building.
The building served as the site of the 2010 installa-
tion of Grand Lodge officers during Grand Master
Lewis Ledford’s term. The House Chamber there was
also the site of the recognition compact between our
Grand Lodge and the Prince Hall Grand Lodge No-
vember 21, 2008.

Ric Carter photos
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Graham Star photo

ROBBINSVILLE — Robbinsville 672 members
Thomas A. Carpenter, left, and Thomas E. Davis, right,
recently received their Diamond Jubilees for 60 years
membership. Deputy Grand Master Bryant Webster,
center, made the presentations. —Jim Hyde

KENANSVILLE — Johnny Powell, center, recently
received his Diamond Jubilee honoring his 60 years
as a Mason. He is seen here with Past Grand Master
Dalton Mayo, left,and PDDGM Raymond Turner.

— Luther Jones

CASHIERS — Glenville 551’s Tom Dillard, right,
recently got his Diamond Jubilee for his 60 years in
the lodge. Family and friends joined members of the
lodge at Dillard’s home here for the ceremony. Glen-
ville Lodge Master Michael Gregory, left, made the

presentation. — Dave Cashion

The North Carolina Mason

MILEPOSTS

WHITEVILLE — Lebanon 207 member Roy Lindbergh Lowe,
seated, has received his 60-year Diamond Jubilee Award. He is seen
here with, standing from left, Lebanon Master Randy Williamson, 18*
Masonic District Deputy Grand Master Edward Davis, and Lebanon
Lodge Secretary John Norosky. — John Norosky

Graham Star photo

ROBBINSVILLE — Three Robbinsville 672 members, Lowell D.
Irons, Huel C. Millsaps, and William Edward Truitt, recently got their
Veteran’s Emblems for reaching 50 years of membership in the fra-
ternity. Deputy Grand Master Bryant VWebster made the presenta-
tions. Seen here, from left, are Irons,Webster, Millsaps, and Truitt.

— Jim Hyde

FOREST CITY — For-
est City 38| presented
Wayne Hardin with his
50-year award, the Veter-
an’s Emblem, on April 28.
Lodge Master Eric Shelton
made the presentation.

— Dewey Webb

July/August 2015

FOREST CITY — Guy Duncan,
right, of Forest City 381 got his Dia-
mond Jubilee on April 28.The honor for
his 60 years as a Mason was presented
by Lodge Master Eric Shelton, left.

— Dewey Webb

KENANSVILLE — St. John’s 13’
Hank Gurley, left, recently received
his Veteran’s Emblem honoring his 50
years as a Mason. He is seen here re-
ceiving the award from L. C. Jones.

— Luther Jones
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B AMENDMENTS, from page 4

and video conferencing, allowing members to partici-
pate without driving to Raleigh. There are talented
members of our lodges who live out of state. Their
experience and expertise can be a valuable addition to
our governance and growth. There are two versions on
the table which would allow committee, board, and
commission members to live outside North Carolina.
'The first version would simply do away with the state
residency requirement. The second would allow out-
of-staters to serve if the grand master gives his per-
mission. It must be mentioned that a North Carolina
Mason may live in another state yet live closer to a
meeting than a Mason living within the state.

Group 2 regards residency of district deputy
grand masters. This officer is appointed as the grand
master’s representative in each district. There are
two proposals here. One would simply require that
the DDGM be a member of a lodge in the district
to which he is appointed without mention of the
address of his residence. The second would also re-
quire dispensation (formal permission) of the grand
master to serve if the DDGM lives out of state.

In Group 3, Grand Master Caudle has proposed
uniform fees for the degrees throughout the state.
'The petition fees would be set by the grand master
with approval of the Board of General Purposes. The
cost could increase or decrease. According to Caudle,
“With low initiation fees it is possible for men to pe-
tition more out of curiosity than a sense of purpose. If
the fees are higher, then they may investigate the fra-
ternity more to make sure that it is a fit for them. This
also shows his ability to pay his dues in the future as
well and not be a burden to the Lodge. As with many
things we once called treasures, we have cheapened
what that we give the new initiates. A plastic apron,
tiny Bible, and a few books are the norm in many
Lodges. We should be presenting them a nice leather
or lambskin apron, a family Bible, a nice patent, as
well as a selection of books to read. Also, the count-
less hours learning and rehearsing the ritual and lec-
tures should be accounted for as well.

“If the amendment passes, my plan is to recom-
mend $300.00 to the Board of General Purposes as
the 2016 initiation fees for all NC Lodges.”

Group 4 brings back the idea of giving past
masters a vote at Annual Communication. This ver-
sion would allow two past masters from each lodge
to get votes. According to Robert McLaughlin of
submitting lodge Stump Sound 733, “My primary
goal is to increase attendance at Grand Lodge and
also allow past masters to be able to vote and speak
to issues during the GL session.” The submission
rationale goes on to say, “[grand lodges] who have
[included past masters] have not indicated a signifi-
cant increase in their attendance.”

Critics of the change say this would add more than

50% to the potential attendance of Annual Communi-
cation, necessitating moving the meeting to larger ven-
ues and drastically raising the costs of the gathering.

McLaughlin wants past masters to “have the
feeling they are still needed and part of the Frater-
nity.” Others say that is the purpose of soliciting the
advice of lodge elders and past masters’ nights, not
the governance of the future of Masonry.

'The proposal says, “it is obvious we must make
changes, if we are to survive.” Some would suggest that
if you must make this change, past masters are the last
thing you need. Every past master had his chance to
govern our fraternity, this proposal would help them
rob their successors of the same opportunity. Elect of-
ficers you trust to represent the best interest of Free-
masonry, and you do not need to dilute their votes.

Group 5 is about fundraisers for lodge use. It
would specify that a lodge could ask permission to
hold a second fundraiser for lodge purposes if it has
already held a charity fundraiser and given the total
proceeds to “an approved organization.”

Recent changes and clarifications in tax regu-
lations and enforcement have brought reconsid-
eration of the way we handle fundraisers. Expect to
see an amendment that will remove all direct Code
regulation and move the fundraising control to the
Commission on Special Activities to make our legal
compliance more responsive and consistent. A re-
cent audit of Grand Lodge by the Internal Revenue
Service pointed to requiring changes.

Group 6 would allow non-private announce-
ments of second and third degrees. Zhe Code forbids
publishing the names of candidates. Many say “can-
didate” does not apply to anyone who has taken a
degree. Just to be on the safe side, Montgomery 426
proposed more explicit language.

Derek Cheek says, “Since we are in the new age
of social media, Montgomery 426 thinks it is vitally
important for the friends and associates of new mem-
bers to be aware of their entry into the fraternity. Most
younger guys want their life events published on so-
cial media. Under the old interpretation of Zhe Codk,
the name of a candidate couldn't be published until
they were raised. The amendment would clearly allow
names and pictures to be published after initiation.”

Group 7 concerns repeat amendments, those
amendments brought up in successive years. This
amendment would forbid the reintroduction of an
amendment “substantially similar” to one defeated
at Annual Communication for a period of five years.
According to Marvin Smith who introduced this
proposed amendment at Belhaven 509, “We send
the same people every year. Grand Lodge wastes
so much time hearing the same ones year after year.
We get tired of hearing it, we don't enjoy it. If you
keep bringing it up, it will eventually get passed.”

Making Hay at 99

STEDMAN — Jim Hay, seated, has a long history of
promoting and supporting Freemasonry in the Fayette-
ville area. Many of his brothers came to visit Hay at a
local rehabilitation center May 18 to celebrate his 99*
birthday. They enjoyed cake and ice cream. Standing are,
from left, Past Grand Master Gene Jernigan, Past Grand

Master Dalton Mayo, and Hay’s wife Dale.

Opponents say this differs only in degree from
trying to make an amendment to Zhe Code which
says no one can ever amend 7Zhe Code again. The
composition of the Grand Lodge changes every
year as officers of our lodges change. It is their re-
sponsibility to send the Grand Lodge in the direc-
tion they see as best for the fraternity. It is not prop-
er for delegates from a prior year tell them what
they may not consider.

Group 8 is a simple housekeeping measure,
cleaning up a detail missed when changes were
made to our funeral procedures a few years back.

Group 9 concerns the makeup of the Board of
Directors of the North Carolina Masonic Founda-
tion. The Foundation manages investments which
help fund our Masonic charities. Over the years,
we have been giving our charities more indepen-
dence to protect the interests of our organizations.
This change to Zhe Code would allow the Founda-
tion to alter the size of its board with its bylaws.
The change would let them add more talent to the
group which makes investment decisions for the
Foundation and add more manpower to handle
new, diversified duties such as investments of lodge
funds, scholarship funds, the new MESH LLC,
and more. The Grand Lodge would continue to
nominate members of the Board. .
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STATE, from page 7

Hillsborough

Mosaic 762 has changed its meeting time to 7:30
p.M. on third Tuesdays. Meals now begin at 6:30.

Mosaic Lodge enjoys a periodic “Liquid Lodge.”
The most recent was at Counting House in Durham
where they gathered to enjoy a “relatively calm, quiet
place conducive to discussion.”

On fourth Wednesdays, Mosaic Lodge has their
education sessions. They use a variety of locations from
homes to the Rhine Center in Durham. Recent dis-
cussions have included “Sacred Geometry, Gothic Ca-
thedrals, and the Hermetic Arts in Stone” and theories
and concepts of math. — Keith Morgan

Gastonia

Jonathon Greene became King Solomon 704’
sixth graduate of Wilkerson College, North Caroli-
na Masonry’s nationally respected leadership train-
ing program.

King Solomon members Harry Neil “Buck” Glenn
and Kenneth Leslie Nixon were recently awarded their
Veteran’s Emblems for their 50 years in the fraternity.

The new Widows’ Brigade is developing here. Sev-
eral ladies have signed up to help the lodge keep up
with them and their needs.

The lodge’s MESH Committee is planning a knife
raffle, awarding 20 knives in 20 days. They hope to sell
200 five-dollar tickets. — The Plumb Line

At their May meeting, Gastonia 369 recognized
their past masters and gave out service awards. Tom C.
Yates got his Diamond Jubilee for 60 years member-
ship. Veteran’s Emblems for 50 years went to John W.
Waldrop Jr., Jim A. Hill, Cliff B. Hamm, John R. Grif-
fin Jr., and William L. Foxx.

Gastonia Lodge is using both email and a phone
wizard phone calling tree to stay in touch with their

members. — The Trestle Board
Youngsville

A Red Cross Blood Drive was coming to Youngs-

ville 377 July 26. — Dean Mooney

Union Grove
July 2 was the date for Grassy Knob 471’s Fifth An-
nual Tomato Sandwich Night. The evening’s program
was entitled “Who Let the Dogs Out?”
— Tom Gregory

Wallace

Rehoboth 279 merged with Wallace 595 back in
2013.The lodges combined their operations, becoming
Wallace 279. The lodge has now sold their property in
Rose Hill, the old home of Rehoboth Lodge. They will
be investing part of the money from the sale. They are
considering doing some heavy repair and updating on

their current building with some of the money.
— Wallace Lodge

Kinston
Richard Caswell 705 had an all-you-can-eat spa-
ghetti supper May 7. — Edwin Bundy

Pineville

In May, James K. Polk 759 members Jim Barnett,
Robert Smith, and Jack Thrower were made Life
Members of the lodge.

Cody Gustafason organized James K. Polk 759’
Second Annual Cars for Kids car show in the spring.
They termed it a “huge success.”

Brunswick stew was added to the menu at the
lodge’s annual Fish Fry. It turned out to a big hit. Pro-
ceeds went to the Masonic Homes.  — Trestleboard

Byron Highland Il a reserve officer with the
Greenville Police Department, serves Farmville
police officers Sgt. Matthew Smith, left, and Dan-
iel Hawkins at the lodge thank you dinner.

Lodge honors
local police

FARMVILLE — Farmville 517 wanted to remind
their local police department of the support the mem-
bers of the lodge feel for them. The lodge invited them
to an appreciation dinner at the lodge on May 18. Ac-
cording to Past Master Bud Wooten, the lodge “just
wanted to tell them how much we appreciate their
commitment and dedication.” — Bud Wooten

Farmville Police
Chief Donnie
Greene, right,
accepts a
plaque of ap-
preciation from
Farmville 517’s
Bud Wooten.

Selma

Selma 320 had their Past Masters’ and Ladies’
Night May 30. Danny Casey was named the lodge’s
Master Mason of the Year. James Overbee received his
Veteran’s Emblem celebrating his 50 years as a Mason.

—David Browning
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Kenly
Kenly 257 had a technologically adventurous pro-
gram May 5. Masonic Home for Children Adminis-
trator Kevin Otis appeared in the lodge using Face-
Time and a computer. They were to have a program on
farming at the June meeting. The lodge is holding such
presentations before or during pre-meeting meals. It
helps members get home earlier.
Tommy Jackson traveled to North Johnston High
School May 21 to present Kenly Lodge’s scholarship.
Kenly held their Ladies’and Widows’ Night May 16.
— W. C. Barrett

Thomasville

Masons from Thomasville 214 and Denton 404
helped out with feeding post Memorial Day Parade
attendees in Cushwa Stadium May 25. The parade or-
ganizers provided 3,000 hot dogs, while the lodge and
other volunteers cooked, wrapped, and served them.

Thomasville Lodge was having a lodge picnic June
27. They were celebrating at a local park. The lodge
provided hamburgers, hot dogs, and buns. Attendees
were bringing side dishes.

The prize for Thomasville Lodge’s annual raffle this
year was a Savage Axxis .270 rifle and scope.

— Trestleboard

Charlotte
Excelsior 261 had their summer kickoff cookout
June 29. How to celebrate? Hamburgers, hot dogs, and
sweet tea — how else?
Excelsior collected ten pints of blood at their Com-

munity Blood Drive at the beginning of the summer.
—Trestle Board

Derita 715 is getting in high gear on building their
new lodge. They are working closely with the Lodge
Service Commission on the financial and property
aspects of the project. A certified architect visited a
meeting to talk about design, permitting, and perspec-
tives on progressive Masonic architecture. A general
contractor visited a meeting to talk about building sys-
tems and his thoughts on Masonic architecture.

Derita’s fall fundraiser is set for November 6.

'The 31 Masonic District fundraiser is a clay shoot.
Derita Lodge’s part in the project is to hold a charity
raffle in honor of the late Claude Hildreth, avid hunter
and member of Derita Lodge.

For several years, Derita members have volunteered
for Carowinds charity workdays. The theme park pays
for their work in donations to the lodge. Master Don-
nie Barrier has offered to match the wages of one vol-
unteer and challenged other members to do the same.

Derita’s next fundraiser is set for November 6 at the

Mallard Creek Community House. — Derita Lodge
Clayton

Granite 191 gathered to clean up their lodge

grounds May 17. — W. C.Barrett

see next page
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Stedman
A large crew of Masons traveled to a local re-
habilitation center to enjoy a party (complete with
ice cream and cake) to help celebrate Jim Hay’s 99*
birthday. Hay is a longtime icon of Masonry in the
Fayetteville area.
Lakewood Country Club was the site of Stedman
730’s annual charity golf tournament.
— 17" Masonic District

Hendersonville
Yes, there is a free lunch. Well, at least there was
here at Kedron 387 on July 4. That’s the day the lodge
celebrated their 130™ anniversary. They held an open
house and even served a free meal. Ron Dellinger pro-
vided the lunch. — Broward Davis

Bakersville
Bakersville 357 recently hosted its annual spring
tradition, a ramp supper. Masons from all over the 37*
Masonic district and as far away as Tennessee come to
enjoy the evening. — Newsletter

Grimesland

Benjie Forrest added a nice touch to Grimesland
475’s recently refurbished lodge room. He had the
lodge charter remounted and framed. He also gave
the lodge framed trestle board prints for each of
the degrees.

Grimesland Lodge is planning its annual pancake
supper for November 14.  — The Grimesland Gavel

Lewisville

West Bend 434 held their second successful rifle
raffle in May. They drew for two rifles, a Henry 30/30
and a Henry .22 Golden Boy. They made $2,626 for
the Masonic Homes.

The lodge’s recent Clean-Up Saturday put the
building in “spic and span” condition.

West Bend’s Past Masters’ Night is set for their July
stated. They’ll serve steaks and baked potatoes.

— By the Square

Mount Holly
After last year’s success, Mount Holly 544 repeated
it’s 30 Guns in 30 Days raffle. Tickets were $30.

— Benjie Creasman

South Mills
New Lebanon 314 has an open house breakfast on
first Saturdays each month. They have been consistent-
ly having more than 60 attending.
New Lebanon was having their barbecue chicken
charity fundraiser June 20. They hold it at the local
Ruritan Club building. — The Plumb Line

Durham

Eno 210 is organizing a Ladies’ Night for the entire
19™ Masonic District. Tickets are $15, $25 for ladies
to cover a gift and flowers. The dinner will be held in a
local restaurant and feature entertainment. It’s set for
October 3. You can get details from Al Wethington

(919) 418-7304 or Dicky Lyon (919) 423-1634.
— Keith Morgan
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Jernigan reaches 60-year lecturer mark

DUNN — On April 6, Mingo 206 member Eugene Jernigan became the third man ever to achieve 60 years
as a certified lecturer since ritual certification began in 1941.Jernigan served as master of his lodge in 1949, was
first certified in 1955, was district deputy grand master from 19611963, and has served as treasurer of his lodge
since 1951. Both his sons, Gene and Joe, were on hand. Between the three of them, they have been Masons for
154 years. Jernigan continues to coach all Mingo Lodge’s degree work. Grand Master Douglas L. Caudle pre-
sented the award. Seen here, from left, are | I*" District Deputy Grand Master/Past Grand Lecturer Earl Wells,
GM Caudle, Joe Jernigan, Past Grand Master Gene Jernigan, Past Grand Master Dalton Mayo, | |*" District Deputy

Grand Lecturer Timothy Hairr, and Junior Grand Deacon Mack Sigmon.

Robbinsville
Robbinsville 672 was holding a barbecue fund-
raiser June 12. — Jim Hyde

Wilmington
'The Rainbow Girls here held their annual yard sale
on May 30 at Orient 395. — Freddy Szakasits

Smithfield
Fellowship 84 had a building and grounds clean-up
in late April. — W.C. Barrett

Burnsville
Bald Creek 397 was having their Past Masters’ and
Widows’ Night June 17. — Terry Gevedon

Hayesville
Clay 301 held their Barbecue and Ramps Dinner
May 9. The community looks forward each year to
the big feed of the little onions at the Senior Center
here. Live bluegrass music filled the air.
— Brian Rau

Wilson
Mount Lebanon 117 had their Ladies’ and Wid-
ows’ Night May 9. — W. C. Barrett

Wilson 712 held a golf tournament in April to help
fund their annual scholarship. — W. C. Barrett

— Mack Sigmon

Paw Creek
West Gate 738s spring chicken fry was a “great
success” despite threatening weather and increased
prices. They ran out of chicken at 6:30 p.m.
West Gate Mason Tommy Helms received his Vet-
eran’s Emblem for 50 years membership on May 22.
— News from the West

Weaverville
Blackmer 170 served 300 plates at their May 2

fundraiser. — Terry Gevedon

2
Learning to be silent

King Solomon asked an Entered Apprentice, a Fellow-
craft,a Master Mason, and a Past Master to retire to a cham-
ber for instructive meditation. They were given orders to sit
silently and not to speak.

At evening time, a servant came in to light the lamps,
and accidentally spilled some oil.

“Watch out!” cried the Entered Apprentice. “You're
spilling the oil!”

“Shush,” said the Fellowcraft.“VWe aren’t supposed to talk””

“Fools,” said the Master Mason.“Why couldn’t you just
be quiet?”

“It appears,” said the Past Master, sanctimoniously, “that
| am the only one who did not talk.”

— Zenmasonry.com
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You’re invited
October 16

Golf Tournament

The North Carolina Mason

MONROE — Matthews 461 Fall Golf Tournament will be played October 16
at the Stonebridge Golf Club here. Registration and lunch are at 12:30, with a 1:30
shotgun start. Teams are $400, individual entry is $125. Sponsorships are available.
Mulligans, putt, and long-drive contests are on the program. Contact Brian Turner

for details (704) 340-3979.

From the Medical Committee

Gallstones

By Pat Stuart

Gallstones are a common problem. Most
often, they are seen in women but are still
a very common problem in men. In fact,
ten percent of Americans are affected by
gallstones. We experience symptoms more
commonly as we get older.

Gallstones typically cause sudden pain in
the right abdomen that moves to the back; of-
ten after a fatty meal. Unfortunately, gallblad-
ders may often present with unusual symp-
toms; nausea without pain; or even as lower
chest pain that could mimic a heart attack. In
this situation, it is important to make sure there
is not a heart problem causing the symptoms.
The most common test to find the stones is a
simple ultrasound of the abdomen.

day of the Annual Communication.

—— Our back pages

Grand Master’s
jewel, 1829

This North Carolina Grand Lodge grand master’s jewel carries the name
of Emmor Trego Weaver (1786-1860) who made it. He was a Philadelphia
silversmith who specialized in “Masonic jewels, medals, aprons, and sashes...”

Weaver, a past master of Lodge No. 2 in Philadelphia, was the son of a sil-
versmith and quite prolific during the first half of the nineteenth century. His
wares, particularly examples of his flatware, can still be acquired today and are
highly sought after. Other examples of his work, such as swords and tea sets are
prominently displayed in museums up and down the east coast.

At our Grand Lodge’s 1827 Annual Communication, a special committee re-
ported “that it is proper to purchase new [officers’jewels]; that the present jewels
are old and clumsy, and do not comport with the dignity of the Grand Lodge.”

Grand Master Louis Wilson contracted for a set of jewels and clothing for
the officers of the Grand Lodge, “which cost in Philadelphia, two hundred and
fifty-five dollars...” The jewels did not arrive until January 1, 1829, the ninth

Nine of the 1828 jewels from Weaver have been found — the grand master’s
jewel, senior and junior grand wardens, grand treasurer, senior and junior grand dea-
cons, grand pursuivant, grand sword bearer, and grand tyler. As offices were not in
that era standardized, it is unclear what other jewels might have existed at the time.

Weaver’s set of jewels were used by the Grand Lodge officers until 1879
when jeweler Henry Mahler of Raleigh made the current grand master’s jewel.
'The jewel was used again by Grand Master Caudle in recent historical events.

The liver makes bile, and the gallbladder
is a storage bag that is supposed to empty to
help dissolve the food when we eat. Most
gallstones are made of cholesterol, but a
sluggish gallbladder lets that cholesterol
crystallize. For this reason, we remove the
whole gallbladder, not just the stones.

“If it ain't broke, don't fix it,” applies here.
Most gallstones never cause symptoms. How-
ever, once they start the symptoms are usually
recurrent. The main treatment for gallstones
is to remove the gallbladder. This is usually
done laparoscopically with small incisions
and a brief stay in the hospital. It’s a major
operation, but in most cases, you're back in the
lodge in two to three weeks or less.

Pat Stuart is a member of Forsyth 707.
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Homecoming time
at Home for Children

OXFORD — The Masonic Home for
Children invites you and your family to our
Fifth Annual Masonic Homecoming Festi-
val, a special and fun weekend to remember
and celebrate at our Home.

Festivities begin October 9 with the
annual Chip Shots for Children golf
tournament at Kerr Lake Country Club.
Hosted by Home alumni and open to all
golfers, the tournament raises funds for
the alumni endowment directly support-
ing Home operations.

Back on campus, cooks from around the
country set up their grills, prepare their se-
cret recipes, and kickoff our Fifth Annual
Friday Night Yard Party. There will be food
for sampling from the teams, drinks and

Ric Carter photo

desserts available for sale, and entertain-
ment from Monika Jaymes. Andrew Jack-
son 576’s Brunswick stew will be available

On Saturday, October 10, Orphans Lodge
will meet on campus at 8:00 a.M. North
Carolina’s largest and best Shrine parade
featuring our three North Carolina Shrines,
and community units including local school
bands, clubs, and civic organizations, will
start downtown at 9:45 A.M. and finish at the
administration building on campus.

The fifth annual barbecue contest will be
judged and eaten after the parade. All-you-
can-eat tickets will be available for ten dollars.

Live on stage from noon—1:30, you will
be entertained by North Carolina’s lead-
ing beach music stars the Embers featuring
Craig Woolard

Other fun includes the crowning of the
Homecoming Queen, inflatables for the
kids, campus and cottage tours, and various
food booths. Come with your lodge, family,
and friends to visit, remember, and celebrate
with our family at your Home for Children.

For the latest information please visit
<www.mhc-oxford.org/john> and check the
Schedule of Events.

— Jonathan Underwood
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